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SIVAPURANA

SATARUDRASAMHITA
CHAPTER ONE
( The five incarnations of the supreme Brahman)

I bow to lord Siva of great bliss and of endless divine
sports, who is great and omnipresent, who is the beloved
consort of Parvati, who is the progenitor of Karttikeya and
Ganesa, and who is the primordial lord of the universe.

Saunaka said :—

1. O Sata, O great fortunate disciple of Vyasa, O
storehouse of wisdom and mercy, please narrate the incarna-
tions of lord Siva by means of which the lord enhanced the
welfare of the good.

Sdta said:—

2. O sage Saunaka, with great devotion I shall narrate
the incarnations! of Siva to you a sage. Listen to it with
attention and control over the senses.

3. O sage, formerly, Nandin, a form of Siva and goal
of the good, when asked by Sanatkumira, told him the
narrative with devotion to Siva.

1. The concept of Rudrasrsti can be traced as far back as the
Vedic Litcrature. According to Yv 16- 4 one Rudra crcated many
Rudras out of his own body. The Purinas too have recorded the
tradition of many Rudras evolved out of a single Rudra. The present
Sarhhita desciibes one  hundred incarnations «f Siva and is therefore
called Satarudra.

But according to SB (g.1.1.7), Satarudriya means a single

hundred-headed  Siva (mﬂq LT Wﬁ&ﬂﬁ?mqaa) . This state-
ment of Satapatha Brahmana ahiogates the concept of many Rudras evolved
out of a single Rudra. But it is not connoborated by the evidence of (he
present Sarhhitd which «numaiates the countless feips of Rudra.
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Nandifvara said :—

4. The incarnations of the omnipresent lord Siva are
countless in the different aeons. Yet I shall narrate them
as far as I know.

5. The nineteenth Kalpa is known as Svetalohita. The
first incarnation is glorified as the incarnation of Sadyojata.

6. In that Kalpa, Svetalohita, endowed with a tuft,
was born as the son of Brahma as he meditated upon the
supreme Brahman.

7. On seeing that Being in the form of Brahman and
realising that to be Iévara, Brahmd meditated on him in his
heart and saluted him with palms joined in reverence.

8. Knowing that Sadyojita to be Siva, Brahmai, the
lord of the worlds became delighted. With pure intelligence he
pondered over that great Being again and again.

9. As he thus meditated, sons white in colour and
famous for valour, were born to him. They were of great
wisdom and had the form of the Supreme Brahman.

10. They were Sunanda, Nandana, Viévananda and
Upanandana. They were the disciples of that noble soul.
By them the Brahman was encircled.

11. The delighted great lord, the Sadyojata incarna-
tion of Siva, lovingly bestowed on Brahmai the perfect wisdom
and the power of creation.

12. The next Kalpa, the twentieth one is named and
glorified as Rakta (red) wherein Brahma assumed a great
splendour red in hue.

13. As Brahma desirous of sons meditated, a son ap-
peared in front of him wearing red garments and garlands.
His eyes were red and his ornaments too were red.

14. On seeing that noble-souled son, he resorting to
meditation knew him as the Vimadeva incarnation of Siva
and so bowed to him with palms joined in reverence.

15. Your sons wearing red garments were born of
him Viz, Virajas, Viviha, Vioka and Vi$vabhivana.

. 2. Akalpais a day of Brahmd or one thousand yugas equal to a
period of four hundred thirty two million years of mortals. Each kalpa
is presided over by a particular form of Rudra. For instance, the Sveta-
lohita kalpa has Sadyojita as the presiding deity, Rakta has Vimadeva,
Pitavisas has Tatpuruga, Siva has Aghora and Visva-ripa has léna.
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16. The delighted Parames$vara, the Vamadeva incar-
nation of Siva bestowed on Brahmi lovingly, the power of
creation and perfect wisdom.

17. The twenty-first Kalpa is said to be Pitavisas
wherein Brahma of great achievement became yellow-robed.

18. As Brahma desirous of sons meditated, a son was
born unto him mature, of great arms and great splendour
and wearing yellow garments.

19-20, On seeing him engrossed in meditation and
realising that Being as Siva, the Creator bowed to him after
performing the Japa of Siva-Giyatri, who is the great god-
dess, bowed to by all the worlds. The great god was delighted
with the mind in contemplation.

21. Then from his sides sons of divine features issued
forth. All of them had yellow garments and they were the
instigators of the Yogic path.

22. When that Kalpa of yellow colour of the selfborn
lord elapsed, another Kalpa set in and it was named Siva.

23. After a thousand divine years had elapsed and the
entire universe had become one vast ocean,® Brahma desirous
of creating subjects thought in sorrow.

24. That lord of great splendour saw a son coming
into view. He was black in colour, possessed of great strength.
He was shining in his own splendour.

25. He was clad in black clothes and a black turban.
He wore a black sacred thread. He had a black coronet,
black toilet and unguent articles.

26. On seeing that noble soul of terrible exploits,
(named) Aghora (non-terrible), he worshipped him—the lord
of god, of wonderful black and tawny colour.

27. Brahma then contemplated on Aghora in the form of
Brahman. He eulogised that unperishing Being favourably
disposed towards his devotees, by means of pleasing words.

28. Then from his sides sprang up four noble-souled
sons all of whom were black in colour and had black toilet
and unguent articles.

29. These brilliant beings in the form of Siva had the

3. Ekidrnava symbolises the state of the universe during the period of
dissolution when the divided units are drawn together forming a single
watery mass. For details see MP.—A Study Pp g-10.
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clear names Krgna, Krsnasikha, Krsnasya and Krsnakantha-
dhrk .

30. The noble-souled beings of this nature initiated
the great and wonderful Yoga called Ghora for the purpose
of Brahma’s creation.

31. O great sages, then another extremely wonderful
Kalpa of Brahma, named Vi§variipa began to function.

32. As Brahma, desirous of sons, meditated on Siva
mentally, Sarasvati (Goddess of speech) of great sound mani-
fested herself. She was Vi pa (Universe-formed).

33. Isdan. of such renowned features, supreme lord of
crystal-like pure brilliance and bedecked in all ornaments
manifested himself.

34. On seeing I the unborn lord, an pervading,
all-bestowing, the all-in-all, of good forms as well as formless,
Brahma bowed to him.

35. Lord Ilsdna after instructing the path of the good
to Brahma, created four auspicious sons in collaboration with
his Energy.

36. There were born Jatin, Mundin, Sikhandin and
Ardhamunda. By means of Yoga they imparted good virtue
and attained the goal of Yoga.

37. Thus I have succinctly narrated the origin of
Sadyojata and others, O Sanatkumira, O omniscient one,
being desirous of the welfare of all the worlds.

38. Then, O intelligent one, their dealings are bene-
ficial to the three worlds and everything that is existent in
the universe.

39. The five tamous forms of Mahe§a® are thus named

" 4 The five forms of Siva viz Isina, Tatpurusa, Aghora, V3madeva
and Sadyojita are creative. They ara symbolical of the scheme of creation
evolved out of twentyfive constituents viz. five gross and five subtle
clements, five organs of action and five of knowledge, besides mina, ego,
intellect, nature and the individual soul. Each form stands in relation to
a particular clement or organ as follows.

Name Form  Organ of action Organ of subtle gross
knowledge elemenls  eemonts
Isina soul cars speech sound ether
TFatpuruga naturc skin hand touch wind
Aghora intellect cye feet form fire
Vimadeva cgo tonguc anus taste water
Sadyojita mind . nose organ of smell carth

generation "
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Isana, Purusa, Aghora, Vima and Brahman.

40. Ilsina form of Sivs is the first and the principal
one. It directly occupies and presides over the individual
soul, the enjoyer of Prakrti.

41. Tatpurusa form of Siva is the second. It occupies
and presides over every object of enjoyment, the support of
the attributes.

42. The third form of Siva is Aghora that stands within,
occupies and presides over the principle of intelligence with
all its ramifications for the sake of Dharma.

43, The fourth form of Siva is Vimadeva who pre-
sides over the ego and is engaged in many incessant activities,

44. The Isana form of Siva is the permanent lord of
the organ of hearing, speech and the all-pervading sky.

45. Intelligent and wise persons call Tatpurusa as the
lord of Tvac (organ of touch perception), hand, -sense of
touch and the wind element.

46. Intelligent persons call the form Aghor., the sup-
port of the physical body, the sense of taste, of colour and
of fire as well.

47. Vamadeva form of Siva is remembered as the lord
of the organ of taste, of the organ of excretion, of taste itself
and of waters as well.

48. They know the form of Sadyojita as the lord of
the organ of smell, of smell itself, of the earth and of the
generative organ.

49, These forms of Siva, the source of all glory shall
be honoured and bowed to strenuously by those who seek glory.

50. He who reads and listens to the origin of Sadyojata
and others, enjoys all desires and attains the ultimate goal.
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CHAPTER TWO

( The eight forms of Siva)

Nandivara said :—

1. O dear sage, listen to the great incarnations of
lord Siva that carry out all worldly activities and bestow
happiness on all.

2. The “miverse consists of the eight forms of lord Siva.s
Pervading that the universe subsists like the pearls in the
string.

3. The ecight presiding deities are Sarva, Bhava, Rudra,
Ugra, Bhima, Pasupati, I$ana and Mahadeva. They are well
known.

4. By these eight forms of Siva, viz. Sarva etc, the
earth, the waters, the fire, the wind, the sky, the individual
soul, the sun and the moon are presided over.

5. The conclusion of all sacred lore is that the form
of lord Siva consisting of the earth that holds the entire
universe of the mobile and immobile beings is called Sarva.

6. The form of the Supreme Soul, consisting of water
that enlivens the entire world, is called Bhava.

7. The form of the great lord Siva that holds the outer

and inner universe and throbs by itself is called Ugra by
the noble.

8. That form of lord Siva consisting of the firmament
that pervades everything and affords space to all is called
Bhima and it splits and differentiates the group of elements.

9, That form of Siva shall be known as Pasupati which
is the support of individual souls, and abiding therein splits
the bondage that encircles them.,

10. Brightening the entire universe in the form of the
sun, the form of Siva, Ifdna, moves about in the heaven.

5. The cight forms of lord Siva constitute the five gross material
elements, the soul, the sun and the moon. Each form stands is relation to
its constituents as follows :—

(i) Sarva—carth (ii) Bhava—water (iii) Rudra—fire (iv) Ugra—
wind (V) Bh!ma—-ether (vn) PaSupati—soul (vii) léfina—sun (viii)
Mah#&deva—moon. :
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11. The moon of nectarlike rays that strengthens and
fattens the universe to satiety, is the form of lord Siva called
Mahideva.

12. The cighth form of Siva, the great soul, is the
Atman, more pervasive than the other forms. The universe
is pervaded by that form.

13. By watering the root of a tree the branches of the
tree blossom. Similarly the body of the universe develops by
means of worshipping Siva.

14. Just as a father is delighted at the pleasures of
sons, grandsons and others, so also Siva is delighted at the
pleasures of the universe.

15. Should the slaughter or captivity of a person be
carried out, undoubtedly it is an offence committed against
the eight-formed lord Siva.

16. Worship Siva who presides over the universe in the
cightfold forms with all devotion. Worship Rudra, the great
cause.

17. O son of Brahma, thus the well known eight forms
have been explained to you. These forms engaged in helping
everyone shall be resorted to by those who seek glory.

CHAPTER THREE
(The half-female incarnation of Lord Siva)

Nandifvara said :—

. O dear one of great intellect, please listen to the
description of Siva’s form half-male and half-female,* than
which there is nothing more excellent and which completes
the work of the Creator.

6. The half-male and half-female (ardhaniriivara) form of Siva
is symbolical of the process of creation by copulation. The concept is
comparable to the Samkhya doctrine of Purusa (cosmic soul) and Prakyti
(cosmic nature) .whose union produces the different wunits of the
universe.
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2. When the subjects created by the Creator did not
multiply, he was very much distresscd and worried.

3. Then a celestial voice said—‘Carry on the creation
produced by couples.” On hearing it, Brahma pondered over
the creation produced by couples in order to carry it out.

4. Since no generation of women had formerly come
out of I$ana, the lotus-born deity (Brahma) was unable to
produce the creation by means of copulation.

5. Brahma then began to perform penance thinking
“Without the power of Siva, the subjects will not be born.”

6. Within his heart he pondered lovingly over lord
Siva united with the great Sakti called Sivi. He then per-
formed great penance.

7. Ere long Siva became satisfied with the severe penance
of the sclf-born lord Brahma.

8. Then assuming the wish-yielding form of I$ana—the
perfect consciousness, and in the guise of half-male and half-
femnale form Siva approached Brahma.

9. On seeing lord Siva united with great Saku and
bowing to him prostrate, Brahma eulogised him with palms
Joined in revarence.

10. Then the delighted lord Siva, the creator of the
universe, spoke in words majestic in sound like that of rumb-
ling cloud.

Lord Siva said :—

11. “O dear son of great fortune, O grandfather, I
have understood correctly all that you have cherished in your
mind.

12. It is for the increase of the subjects that' this
penance has been performed by you now. I am delighted
by that penance. I shall confer on you what you desire.”

13. After saying these naturally sweet and magnani-
mous words, lord Siva detached Siva from his body.

14. On seeing that great Sakti, detached separately
from Siva, Brahmi bowed to her politely and requested her.

Brakma said :— .
15. «O Siva, 1 \Qqs creafed ' at first ' by your husband



Satarudrasarihita 1077

the lord of gods. I was ordered by Siva the great soul to
create the subjects,

16. O Siva, the gods and others were mentally created
by me. But they do not multiply themselves. Hence they
are being created again and again.

17. Hereafter I wish to make all my subjects flourish
by making the creation originate from pairs.

18. The unchanging generation of women has not
come out of you before. Hence I do not have the power
to create women,

19. All Saktis spring up from you. Hence I request
you the great Sakti, the goddess of all.

20. O Siva, O mother, O beloved of Siva, for the in-
crease of the mobile and immobile beings of the universe,
give me the power to create women. Obeisance be to you.

21. O goddess bestowing boons, I request for another
boon from you. O mother of the universe, take pity on me
and grant that too unto me, Obeisance be to you.

22, O omnipresent mother, be born as the daughter
of Daksa, my son, for the increase of the mobile and im-
mobile beings through only Ifa.”

23. Thus implored by the Creator, the Supreme goddess
consented and bestowed that power upon the Creator.

24. Hence that goddess Siva, the Sakti of Siva consti-
tuting the universe, created a Sakti equal in lustre unto her
self, from the middle of her eyebrows.

25. Siva, the foremost among gods, the ocean of mercy,
the great I§ana indulging in divine sports saw that Sakti and
lzughingly spoke to her.

Lord Siva said : —

26. O goddess, yon have been propitiated by Brahma,
through his penance. Lovingly become pleased with him and
fulfil his desires.”

27. Receiving that behest of lord Siva with her bent
head, the goddess became the daughter of Daksa on the im-
portunity of Brahma.

28. O sage, after giving the unequalled power to Brahmai,
the goddess Siva entered the body of Siva. And lord Siva
vanished from the scene.
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29. Ever since then, the section of women was created
in the world, Brahma attained bliss, Creation became copu-

latory.
30. Thus O dear, the excellent form of Siva, half-

male and half-female that bestows auspiciousness upon the good

has been told.
31. He who reads or listens to this pious narrative enjoys

all pleasures and attains to the greatest goal.

CHAPTER FOUR
(The story of Rsabha)

Nandisvara said :—

1. O omniscient Sanatkumira, the story of Siva that
ever confers happiness, was gladly and lovingly narrated by
Siva to Brahma,

Lord Siva said :—

2-3. In the seventh Viaraha Kalpa, in the Vaivasvata
Manvantara, the lord Kalpeévara who illuminates all the
worlds will be born as your great grandson and son of
Vaivasvata Manu. O Creator, in that Manvantara all the

four Yugas will take place.
4. For the welfare of the worlds and for the benefit of

the brahmins O Creator, whatever will take place in the Yuga
called Dvapara, I foresee now.

5-6. In that first Yuga, towards the close of Dvipara
and the beginning of Kali when Vyisa is Svayamprabhu I
will be born as the great sage named Sveta, with a tuft, for
the welfare of Brahmins.

7. Then O Brahmi, on the mountain Chigala’™the
beautiful summit of Himavat, will be born my disciples en-

dowed with tuft.

7. Chigala, one of the peaks of the Himilayas, has not been
identified so far.
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8. Those four disciples Sveta, Svetadikha, Svetifva, and
Svetalohita will come to my city by the Yoga of meditation.

9. Realising my unchanging real form, the devotees
will become devoid of birth, death and old age and will
meditate on the Supreme Brahman.

10. O dear Pitamaha, except through meditation I can-
not be seen by men by resorting to charitable gifts and sacred
rites that bring about the bondage of Karman.

11. In the second aecon of Dvapara when the patriarch
Satya becomes Vyasa I will be born as Sutira and continue to
live in Kali age.

12. There too my disciples will be the four Brahmins
well-versed in the Vedic lore viz. Dundubhi, Satariipa, Hrsika
and Ketuman,

183. By resorting to the Yoga of meditation all the four
will go to my city and then realising my unchanging real
form they will become liberated.

14. In the third aeon of Dvapara in the age of Bhiargava
Vyisa I will be born as Damana at the outskirts of the city.

15. Four sons will be born of me there viz—Vis$oka,
Vifesa, Vipdpa and Papana¢ana.

16. O four-faced deity, I will help Vyasa and will
propagate firmly the path of renunciation in the Kali age.

17. In the fourth acon of Dvapara in the age of Angi-
ras Vyasa, I shall be born as Suhotra.

18. There also four sons will be born of me all aspiring
after the Yogic path and noble-souled. O Brahmi, 1 shall
mention their names.

19. They are Sumukha, Durmukha, Durdarbha and
Duratikrama. O Brahma, I shall then render help to Vyasa
through the disciples.

20. In the fifth acon of Dvipara there will be Savity
Vyésa. I shall be born as a Yogin of great penance and called
Kanka.

21. There also four sons will be born of me, all aspiring
after the Yogic path and noble-souled. Please hear their
names from me.

22, They are Sanaka, Saniitana, Sanandana and Sanat-
kuméra freed from sin and egotism.
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23. There also O Brahmi, I, named Karika, enhancing
the path of renunciation shall render help to Vyasa in the
form of Savitr.

24. When the sixth aeon of Dvipara takes place there
will be Mrtyu Vyasa who will classify the Vedas.

25. Then I will be born as Lokaksi, making the path
of renunciation flourish and helping Vyasa.

26. Four disciples of steady rites viz. Sudhama, Virajas,
Sanjaya and Vijaya will be born then.

27. O Brahmi, in the seventh aeon of Satakratu
Vyasa I shall be born as the lord Jaigisavya.

28. Seated on a Kusa mat in a divine spot in the
middle of a mountain-cavern in Kasj, I, an expert in the great
Yoga, will stabilise the path of Yoga.

29. O Brahma, I shall render help to Satakratu Vyisa
I shall lift up the devotees from the fear of worldly existence.

30. There also in that aeon, four sons will be born of
me viz. Sarasvata, Yogisa, Meghavaha and Suvihana.

31. In the eighth aecon there will be Vasistha Veda-
vyasa—the excellent sage who will classify th¢ Vedas.

32. There I will be born as Dadhivahana by name.
As the foremost among those who know Yoga I will render
help to Vyasa.

33. Four sons, all Yogins on a par with me, viz—
Kapila, Asuri, Salvala and Paficasikha will be born of me.

34. O Brahmai, in the ninth aeon of the same Yuga,
there will be Sarasvata Vyasa, the excellent sage.

35. As Vyasa sits in meditation for the flourish of the
path of renunciation, I will be born as Rsabha.

36. There, Parasara, Garga, Bhargava and Girifa, all
good Yogins, will be my four disciples.

37. O Patriarch, with them I will stabilise the path
of Yoga. O good sage, I will render help to Vedavyasa.

38. O Brahmai, in that form, I, the merciful, will cause
the uplift of many distressed devotees, from the worldly

existence.

39. O Brahma, such is my incarnation named Rsabha.
It causes Yogic practice; it fulfils the desire of Vyasa in the
guise of Sdrasvata and it consists of many divine sports.
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40. Bhadriyu a prince who had been abandoned by
his father and who had died of poison infection, was resus-
citated by me in that incarnation.

41. When that prince reached his sixtcenth year I
as Rsabha, went to his mansion suddenly.

42. O patriarch, being duly worshipped by him, that
sage, of good form, the store-house of mercy instructed him
in virtues in connection with the administration of his kingdom.

43. Becoming excessively delighted, he gave him a
divine conch and a lustruous sword that could destroy his
enemies,

44. The lord, favourably disposed to the indigent, smeared
his body with the ashes from his own body and gave him
the strength of twelve thousand elephants.

45. After consoling Bhadrayus and his mother very
well, lord Rsabha after being duly worshipped by them went
as he pleased.

46. O Brahma, the saintly king Bhadrayus conquered
all his enemies, married Kirtimalini and virtuously ruled the

kingdom.
47. Thus the ninth Rsabha incarnation of Siva has been

narrated to you. He is the goal of the good and kinsman
of the indigent.

48. The story of Rsabha is great, highly sacred, and
conducive to heaven, fame and longevity. It shall be listened
to with devoted attention.

CHAPT ER FIVE
( The nineteen incarnations of Siva)

Siva said :—
1. In the tenth aeon of Dvapara there will be Tridhama
Vyasa on the excellent Bhrgutunga® pcak of Himavat.

8. Bhrgutunga is one of the pcaks of the Himalayas. According to
Varidhapurdna (ch. 146, 4--46) it is a mountain in Nepal on the castern
bank of the Gandaka wheie the sage Bhrgu had a hermitage. The
Vamanapuréina (81. 33) locatesit near the Vitasti and Himavat. Sce
GEAMI Part 1 P. 70.
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2. There my sons well-versed in the Vedic lore are
Bhrnga and others i.e. Balabandhu, Nara, Mitra and the sage
Ketu$riga.

3. In the eleventh acon of Dvapara when there will be
Trivrta Vyidsa I shall be born as Kali at Gangidvara.?

4. There also the four sons of steady rites viz. Lambo-
dara, Lambaksa, Kefalamba and Pralambaka will be born.

5-6. In the twelfth acon, there will be Satatejas Vyisa.
I will be born in the Kali age at the end of Dvapara
adopting golden bodice. I shall be wandering for rendering
help to Vyasa as the reviver of the path of renunciation.

7. O great sage, these four sons of good yogic skill
will be born as my sons viz. Sarvajia, Samabuddhi, Siadhya
and Sarva.

8. In the thirteenth aeon, there will be Nardayana
Vyisa. Then I shall be born as the great sage Bali.

9. In the hermitage of Bilakhilyas on the excellent
mountain of Gandhamidana,® the auspicious sons will be
Sudhimi, Kasyapa, Varsistha and Virajas.

10. In the fourteenth aeon, there will be Raksa Vyasa.
I shall be born as Gautama, in the family of Angiras.

11. In the Kali age my sons will be Atri, Devasada,
Sravana and Sravigkata.

12-13. In the fifteenth aeon of Dvipara, there will be
Trayyaruni Vyasa. I shall be born as Vedaéiras with a power-
ful weapon. VedaSirsa is a mountain on the top of Himavat
on the northern bank of Sarasvati.l!

14, There the four viz. Kuni, Kunibdhu, KuSarira and
Kunetraka will be my sturdy sons.

15. In the sixteenth aeon, there will be Deva Vyasa;
I shall be born as Gokarna for imparting instructions in Yoga.

g. Gangidvidra represents modern Haradvira, It is also known by
various names like Moksadvdra, Haridvira and Maydpura. Cp Sk iv. 1.

7. 114.
Wi st ad
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10. The location of Gandham#dana is highly controversial. See
PP. 405, 623. Most probably it refers to that part of the Himilayas on
which the Badarikdsrama is situated.
11. See P. 47 note,

e



Satarudrasamhita 1083

16. It is there itself that the holy forest Gokarnal? exists.
There also four Yogin sons will be born of me.

17. They are Kigyapa, Usanas, Cyavana and Brhaspati.
They too will go to the abode of Siva through the same path.

18-19. In the seventeenth aeon, there will be Devakrtan-
jaya Vyisa. I shall be born in the name of Guhivasin. There is
a snow-covered Siva temple on the lofty summit!® of Himavat.
The sons are Utathya, Vimadeva, Mahiyoga and Mahibala.

20. In the eighteenth aeon, there will be Rtafijaya
Vyasa. I will be born as Sikhandin on the auspicious sum-
mit of Himavat.

21. In the very sacred holy centre of achievements
there is the mountain Sikhandin, where the forest is resorted
to by the Siddhas.

22. These four will be born as the sons, the sages
Vicaé§ravas, Rucika, Syiviasya and Yatisvara.

23-24. In the nineteenth aeon, there will be Bharadvaja
Vyiasa. Then I shall be born as Jati and Malin. On the
summit of Himavat, my sons will be four in number named
Hiranyanami, Kau$alya, Lokaksin and Praghima.

25. In the twentieth aeon, there will be Vyasa Gautama.
My name will be Attahdsa. Men are fond of Attahdsa (loud
boisterous laughter).

26. On the tops of Himavat, Attahdsa a great moun-
tain which is resorted to by Gods, men, Yaksas, Indra, Siddhas
and Caranas.

27. There will be born of me sons, who will be experts
in Yoga and will be called Sumantu, Varvari, Kabandha and
Kuksikandhara. )

28. In the twenty-first acon when Vica$§ravas becomes
Vyisa, I shall be born as Daruka.’4 Hence the forest Darivana
is auspicious.

29. There too, experts in Yoga, will be my sons viz.
Plaksa, Darbhiyani, Ketumidn and Gautama.

12. G)karaa, ‘cow's ear’ is a town sacred to Siva in Nepal on the
Bagamati river. There is also a sacred hill of this name on the western.
ghat neaGoa. It cannot be ascertained which of the two is meant here

13. This peak of the Himélayas has not been identified so far.

14. Daruvana or Dirukdvana or Deva Diruvana is a part of the
Himidlaya mountain ncar Badrinath. See Mbh xiii. 25. 27. Sce also P.

411 note.
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30. In the twenty-second acon, there will be Susmiyana
Vyasa. I shall be born as a great sage in Viranasi.!s

31. I shall be known as Langali Bhima (having plough-
share) wheie the gods including Indra will see me in the Kali
age as Bhava and Halayudha.

32. There too my sons will be virtuous viz. Bhallava,
Madhu, Pinga and Svetaketu.

33. In the twenty-third aeon, there will be the Trna-
bindu Vydsa. I shall be born as Sveta in the auspicious
Kilai{jaral® mountain.

34. There too my sons will be the sages—US$ika, Brha-
dasva, Devala and Kavi.

35. In the twenty-fourth aeon, there will bc Yaksa
Vy3sa. I shall be born as Silin a great Yogin in the same
Yuga in Naimisa.l?

36. There too my disciples will be the sages Salihotra,
Agnivesa, Yuvanasva and Saradvasu.

37. In the twenty-fifth acon, there will be Sakti Vyisa.
I shall be the great Yogin, lord Mundi$vara armed with a
staff.

38. There too my disciples will be the sages Chagala,
Kundakarna, Kumbhanda and Pravahaka.

39. In the twenty-sixth aeon, when Pard$ara, becomes
Vyasa I will be born as Sahisnu after reaching the city
Bhadravata.l8

40. There too my disciples will be the sages Ulika,
Vidyuta, Sambiika and Asévaliayana.

41, In the twenty-seventh aeon, there will be Jatiikarnya
Vyisa. I shall be born as Soma$arman after resorting to the
holy centre Prabhasa.l®

42. There too my disciples will be the sages Aksapada,
Kumira, Ulika and Vatsa.

15. See P. 266 note.

16. It has not been possible to identify this mountain.
17. See P. 76 note.

18. The town has not been identificd.

19. Prabhasa is a celebrated place of pilgrimage in Saurastra, the
southern part of Kathiawar.
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43-44. In the twenty-eighth aeon of Dvdpara, there will
be Dvaipiyana Vyasa, the son of Parisara, and the most
excellent of Purusas shall be born as Krsna with his one sixth
part, as the foremost of the sons of Vasudeva.

45. Then I too shall be born with the body of a
Brahmacarin and the soul of a Yogin by means of Yogic
Maya to the great surprise of the worlds.

46-47. On seeing a dead body forsaken in the crema-
tion ground I shall enter into it and make it free from
ailments by means of Yogic Maya for the welfare of the
brahmins. Then I will enter the holy divine cavern of Meru?®
along with you and Visnu. O Brahma, I shall then be
known as Lakulin.

48. The physical incarnation thus and the holy Siddha
centre will be greatly renowned as long as the earth lasts.

49. There too my disciples will be the sages Kusika,
Garga, Mitra and Taurusya.

50. The Yogic brahmins well-versed in the Vedas, and
of sublimated power will attain the Yoga of MaheSvara and
reach the auspicious city.

51. In the Vaivasvata manvantara, during all its recur-
ring aeons, the Yogeévara incarnations of the great Atman
of virtuous deeds have been explained to you.

52. O great lord, the Vyasas in every recurring Dvapara
are twenty-eight in number. The Yoge$vara incarnations
at the beginning of every recurring Kali age are also so many.

53. In each of the incarnations of Yogeévara, there are
four disciples who make the path of Yoga flourish and who
are cternal as well as great devotees of Siva.

54. These disciples of Siva smear their bodies with
holy ashes, use the necklaces of Rudriksa beads as their
ornaments and mark their forcheads with Tripundra.

55. All the disciples are pious and well-versed in the
Vedas and Vedingas; they are devoted both externally and
internally to the worship of the phallic image of Siva.

56. By their devotion to me and by means of Yoga
they are engaged in meditation; they have perfect control

20. For the identification of Mount Meru see P, 310 note and P,
623 note.
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over the sense-organs. They are considered one hundred and
twelve in number by the learned. .

57. Thus I have mentioned the characteristic features of
the incarnations from Manu to Krgpa in the twenty-eighth
recurring cycles of the Yoga in order.

58. The classification of the Vedas was the characteristic
sign of the Kalpa when Krsna Dvaipiyana became the chief
redactor.

59. After saying this and blessing Brahmi, the great
lord of the gods glanced at him again and vanished there itself.

CHAPTER SIX

(The incarnation of NandiSvara)

Sanatkumdra said :—
1. O lord, how did you happen to be born of Maha-
deva and gain access to Siva I wish to hear. Please narrate

everything in detail.

NandiSvara said :—

2. O sage Sanatkumidra, O omniscient one, listen with
attention as to how I was born of Mahideva and how I gained
access to Siva.

3-4. Urged eagerly by the manes who desired their
uplift Silida piously thought of raising them up. He was
therefore desirous of a progeny. For that he of great poten-
tiality performed a penance with his drooping eyes. He had
the same activities as the sages. He went to Sivaloka.

5. That sage Silida performed a severe penance with
Indra in view, for a long time. His mind was steady and
he was stead-fast in his activities.

6. Indra was delighted at his penance. He, the lord of
gods, went to him in order to grant him the boon.

7. Indra lovingly spoke to Silida—*O excellent sage,
O sinless one, I am delighted with you. Therefore choose
your boons,”
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8. Bowing to the lord of the gods and eculogising him
with holy hymns, Silida, the most excellent sage, told him with
palms joined in reverence,

Sildda said :—

9. O lord of gods, O Indra, if you are pleased with me,
I wish to have a son of holy rites free of death and not born
of a womb.

Indra said :—

10. O desirer of a son, I can give you only a son born
of a womb and sure to die. I cannot give it to you otherwise.
There are no persons who can escape death.

11. T shall not give you a son devoid of death and
not born of a womb. O great sage, even lord Visnu and
Brahmi die. Not to speak of others then ?

12. Even these two, born of Siva, the destroyer of the
Tripuras, die. The extent of their longevity has been mentioned
separately in the sacred lore.

13. Hence O great brahmin, abandon your desire of
deathless son who is not born of a womb. Accept a son befit-
ting your mortal nature,

14. But if Siva, the lord of the gods, becomes delighted,
even an immortal son not born of a womb, though hard to
get, may be obtained.

15. Neither I, nor lord Visnu, nor Brahmi, O, great
sage, can give an immortal son not born of a womb,

16. Propitiate lord Siva therefore, for the fulfilment of
your desire for such a son. The great lord of all is very powerful.
He will give you a son.

Nandifvara said :—
17. O sage, after speaking thus to the great brahmin

and blessing him, the compassionate lord of the gods returned
to his region surrounded by the gods.

18. When the granter of boons, the thousand-eyed lord
Indra had gone away, Silida propitiated lord Siva. He de-
lighted Siva by means of his penance.

19. As the brahmin was engrossed in penance day and
night, a thousand divine ycars clapsed like 2 moment.
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20-21. His body was covered with anthill. He was sur-
rounded by a hundred thousand worms, with pointed beaks,
as hard as adamant and other types of blood-sucking insects
all round. He remained in the cavity with his flesh and
blood drained up. He was left with a bare skeleton. The
excellent sage Silida was reduced to such a state.

22. The delighted lord showed him his divine body
endowed with all divine qualities and inaccessible to people
of crooked intellect.

23. As he continued the penance for a thousand divine
years, the trident-bearing lord of all the gods spoke to him
“I am here, the granter of boons.”

24. The great sage Silida engrossed in the great
trance did not hear those words of Siva who is subservient
to the devotees.

25. Only when the great sage was touched by the
slayer of the Tripuras did he leave off his penance.

26. O sage, on seeing Siva accompanied by Parvati
after opening his eyes, he immediately bowed to him and
fell at his feet with joy.

27. The delighted Silada, drooping down his shoulders,
with palms joined in reverence eulogised lord Siva with words
choked with pleasure.

28. Then the delighted lord of gods, the three-cyed
deity told the great sage “I am the granter of boons.”

29. O intelligent one, what shall be done with this
penance? I shall give you a son who will be omniscient and
a master of all sacred lore.

30. On hearing that, the sage Silida bowed to the
moon-crested lord and spoke in worde choked with pleasure.

Silada said :—
31. O lord Siva, if you are delighted, if you are ready

to grant boons, I wish for a son equal to you, devoid of
death and not born of a womb.

NandiSvara said —
32. When thus requested by him, the three-eyed lord
Siva delightedly replied to the excellent sage Silada.
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Siva said :—

33. O brahmin, O sage, formerly I have been propi-
tiated by means of penance by Brahmi, by sages and by
leading gods and urged to take an incarnation.

34. O sage, I shall become your son by the name of
Nandin. I shall not be born of a womb. Thus you shall
be my father, of me who am the father of the worlds.

Nandifoara said :—

35. After addressing these words to the sage who stood
waiting after bowing, the merciful lord Siva gave him his
directions and vanished there itself along with Pirvati.

36. After lord Siva had disappeared, the great sage
Silida returned to his hermitage and mentioned the tidings
to the sages.

37. After a short while, my father, the foremost among
those who knew the sacrificial rites, ordered for the construc-
tion of the sacrificial altar for the performance of sacrifice.

38. But before the beginning of sacrifice I was born
as Siva’s son at his bidding, with a lustre as brilliant as the
fire at the end of a Yuga.

39, Then Puskariavartaka® and other clouds showered.
When I was born as the son of Silida, the Kinnaras, Siddhas,
Sadhyas and other beings walked through the sky and the
great sages made showers of flowers all round.

40. Then Brahmia and other gods together with their
wives, Vignu, Siva and Parvati came there lovingly.

41. There was great jubilation. The celestial damsels
danced. After honouring me all of them delightedly eulogised
my phallic image.

42. After praising Silida and eulogising Siva and Par-
vati by reciting good hymns all of them returned to their
respective abodes. Siva and Siva, the lord and goddess of all,
went away too.

43-44. On seeing me the boy with three eyes, four
arms and lustre like that of Yama, sun and fire and clad in
matted hair and coronet, Silida was highly delighted. I was

21. For Pugkara, Avartaka etc. see P. 365. note.
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in the form of Rudra in every respect with the trident and
other weapons. He bowed to me lovingly.

Silada said :—

45. O lord of gods, since I have been delighted by
you, you will be named Nandin. Hence I bow to you, bliss
(incarnate), the lord of the universe.

NandiSvara said :—

46. My delighted father after bowing to the great lord
returned to his hut with me, as pleased as an indigent person
who had struck a treasure-trove.

47. O great sage, when 1 reached the hut I cast off
my divine form and assumed the human one.

48. After sceing me assmaing human form, my father,
honoured by the world, was disiressed and so lamented sur-
rounded by his own people.

49. The son of Sailarkdyana Silida fond of his son
performed all the post-natal®® rites for me.

50. Within five years my father taught me all the
Vedas with their Arigas and Upangas as well as other sacred
texts,

51. When I completed the age of seven, the two sages
Mitra and Varuna came to the hermitage at the bidding of
the lord in order to see me.

52. Duly welcomed by the sage and seated on their
seats, the great sages of noble soul looked at me again and
again and said.

Mitra and Varuna said :—

33. O dear sage, although he has mastered the sacred
lore, your son Nandin will be short-live® I do not see his
life for more than a year from now.

54. When the brahmins said this, Silida fond of his
son was much distressed. He lamented loudly after embracing

me.
55. On secing my father and grand-father fallen like

22. Jatakarma etc are sacraments essential for the material and
spiritual growth of the child. For details see Hindu Sarfiskéra.
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a dead body I spoke after remembering the lotus-like feet
of Siva with a delightful mind.

56. O father, what is your distress for which you
tremble and cry? I wish to know correctly whence this
misery has come to you ?”°

The father said :—
57. O son, I am much distressed at the thought of

your early - death. Who can remove my misery ? I shall
indeed seek refuge in him.

The son said :—

58-59. Even if the gods, demons, Yama or Kila were
to be angry with me or even if it be any other person, I
will not be short-lived. Do not be grieved. O father, I speak
the truth, I take a vow unto you.

The father said :—

60. What is your penance ? What is your knowledge?
What is your Yoga ? Who is your lord? Whereby O son,
you propose to ward off my terrible misery ?

The son said :—

61. O father, I shall deceive death by means of my
penance, not learning. By worshipping great god, I will con-
quer death, not otherwise.

Nandifvara said :—

62. O sage, after saying this and bowing at his feet
and circumambulating my father I went to the excellent
forest.
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CHAPTER SEVEN

(The coronation and the nuptials of Nandisoara)

Nandifvara said :—

1. O sage, after going there and staying in an isolated
place with a steady mind I performed a severe penance very
difficult even for good sages.

2-3. Meditating in the lotus-like cavity of the heart
the lord Tryambaka, Sadisiva wtih five faces,3® ten arms and
three eyes and quiet in features I performed the repetition
of Rudra Japa. I was in great meditation on the northern
bank of the river. My mind was concentrated and I had
pure thoughts.

4, Delighted with that Japa, lord Siva, accompanied
by Parvati and bedecked with the crescent moon, said :—

Siva said :—

5. «O Sailadi (son of Silida) I have been pleased by
this penance of yours. O intelligent one, you have performed
the penance very well. Tell me what you desire. I am here
the granter of boons.”

6. When thus addressed by the lord I bowed to his
feet with my head and eulogised lord Siva, the destroyer of
the sorrow of old age.

7-8. I was endowed with great devotion. My eyes
were filled with tears. I fell prostrate at his feet with my
head resting there. Lord Siva, the destroyer of great distress,
lifted me up and stroked me with his hands. The bull-ban-
nered lord clasped me with his hands and stood face to face
with me.

9. Glancing at the leaders of the Ganas and the god-
dess, the daughter of Himavat, the lord of the worlds, looked
at me with sympathy and spoke.

10. “Dear Nandin, O intelligent one, wherefore can
you be afraid of death? The two brahmins were sent by
me alone. There is no doubt. You are equal to me.

11. You will be free from death and old age, You

23. On the five-faced form of Siva see P. 34 note
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will not be unhappy. You will for ever be the leader of
the Ganas. You will be unchanging and unwasting. You
will be loved by all in the company of your father and
friends.

12. You will gain strength from me. You will always
be at my sides. You will be for ever my favourite. Due
to my favour you will have neither birth, nor death, nor old

age.l’

Nandifvara said :—

13. After saying thus, the store-house of mercy took
off his own lotus-garland round his head and tied it round
my neck immediately.

14. O brahmin, as soon as that garland adorned my
neck I became three-eyed and ten-armed like a second Siva.

15. Then, taking me by the hand, lord Siva said—
“Tell me, what excellent boon shall I grant you ?”

16. Then he took the water from his matted hair,
water as pure as necklace, and said “Be Nandin.” Then the
bull-bannered lord let off the water.

17. Then five auspicious rivers flowed. They had pure
water. They were very rapid. They were beautiful and
divine in form.

18. The five rivers# are glorified thus—Jatodaka, Tris-
rotas, Vrsadhvani, Svarnodaka and Jambunadi.

19. O sage, this basin called Paficanada is a very
auspicious spot of Siva. It is near Japesvara and is very
holy.

20. He who goes to the holy centre of Paficanada,
takes his bath there, performs the Japa of the lord of lords
and worships him, certainly attains the Sayujya of Siva.

31. Then Siva said to Parvati “I am going to coro-
nate Nandin and proclaim him as the lord of Ganas. O
unchanging goddess, what do you think?”

24. This group of five rivers is mythical. It is not appropriate to
identify the Trisrotas of this group with the Teesta in North Bengal and
the Jambu with the Jambu of mount Abu. For the Purlipa speaks of the
group of five rivers forming a confluence near Japcivara. The Teesta and
the Jambu meet . nowhere and cannot be held identical with the Trisrotas
and the Jambu that have entered into this group.
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Parvati said :—
22. O lord of gods, it behoves you to give that to
Nandin. O lord, Sailidi is my most beloved son. *

Nandifvara said :—

23. Then Siva the independent lord, the Supreme
deity, the bestower of everything and favourably disposed
towards his devotees remembered his excellent leaders of Ganas.

24. Even as they were remembered, all the leading
Ganas of Rudra came there. They were countless. They
had the shape of Siva. They were highly delighted.

25. Those leading Ganas bowed to lord Siva and the
goddess Parvati with joined palms and drooping shoulders.
The powerful Ganas spoke.

The leading Ganas said :—

26. O great lord, the destroyer of Tripuras, why are
we called ? Please command us, O bestower of wishes. We
are your servants and we have come here.

27. Shall we dry up the oceans ? Shall we kill Yama
with his servants ? Shall we slay great death or the aged

Brahmia especially ?
28. Shall we bind Indra with all the gods or Visnu

with all his Pirsadas and bring them here? Or the Daityas

and Danavas ?
29. To whom shall we cause great and terrible distress

at your behest? O lord, who is to be extremely jubilant
to-day for the increase of all cherished desires?

NandiSvara said :—
30. On hearing these heroic words of the Ganas the

great lord spoke after praising them.

Siva said —
31. Nandiévara is my son. He is the lord of lords.
He is the favourite leader of my Ganas. Let my behest be

carried out by you.
32. All of you, crown him lovingly as your leader and

resort of all my Ganpas. From today onwards, Nandi$vara
is your lord.
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Nandifvara said :—
33. Thus ordered by Siva, the leading Ganas <aid ¢Let

it be s0”’; they brought all the requisite things (for his con-
secration)

34. Then Niridyana and other gods including Indra,
and the sages came from all the worlds with pleased faces.

35. At the behest of Siva, the holy Brahma performed
the coronation of Nandin w th care and attention.

86. Then Visnu, Indra, the guardians of the quarters,
Brahma and the sages eulogised me.

37. While they were eulogising, Visnu, the lord of the
universe, eulogised me with devotion with palms joined to-

gether over the head.
38. With palms jomned in reverence he bowed to me
and cried shouts of victory. Then all the leading Ganas, the

gods and the Asuras did likewise in order.
39. O great brahmin, thus at the instance of the great
lord, I, Nandi§vara was coronated and culogised by the gods

including Brahma.

40. My nuptial ceremony was also conducted at the
instance of Brahma with great jubilation and pleasure by
Visnu, Brahma and others.

41. The daughter of the Maruts, the gentle and beanti-
ful lady Suyas$a became my divine wife pleasing to my eyes
and mind.

42. A well-decorated umbrella shedding moonlike Iusﬁ:e
was held above her in the company of women holding the
chowries in their hands.

43. A fine throne was occupied by me along with her.
I was bedecked by the illustrious Laksmi with various orna-
ments like crown and others.

44-45. A fine necklace worn by the goddess round her
neck was given to me. I got a fine bull, a white elephant,
a lion, the lion-banner, a chariot, gold necklace, like the
disc of the moon and many other auspicious articles, O sage.

46. O great sage, the marriage having been celcbrated
thus I, in the company of my wife, saluted the feet of Siva,
Brahmi and Vignu for the sake of welfare.

47. Siva, lord of the three worlds, favourably disposed
towards his devotees spoke these words with great love and
pleasure to me accompanied by my wife.
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Lord Siva said :—

48. O dear son, listen. This Suyasa is your beloved
wife : Whatever is desired by you in your mind I shall
grant you that boon.

49. O Nandifa, O lord of Ganas, I am always pleased
with you in the company of the goddess. O dear boy, listen
to my weighty words.

50-51. You will be my favourite always. You will be

endowed with all prosperity. You will be a great Yogin and
a fine bowman along with your father and grandfather never
to be defeated by anyone. You will be all-victorious and
worthy of worship. You will be endowed with great strength.
Wherever I am, you shall also be and wherever you are I

shall also be.
52. O son, your father will be endowed with all pros-

perity. He will become a presiding officer of the Ganas, a

great devotee of mine and very powerful.
53. O dear son, your grandfather too shall be like-wise.

This is my rule that whoever approaches me is certainly
endowed with a boon.

Nandifvara said :—
54. Then the goddess, the granter of the boon and of

great fortune told me—‘“Speak out what your desire is. Tell

me all your wishes.”
55. On hearing those words of the goddess, I spoke

with palms joined in reverence “O gc-ldess, let my excellent

devotion be always towards your feet.”
56. On hearing my words the goddess said “Let it be
s0.” With great pleasure Sivd spoke to Suyafd, the beloved

wife of Nandin.

The goddess said :—
57. Dear daughter, as you desire I grant you the-boon

that you will be endowed with three eyes. You will be devoid
of future births. You will have devotion to me along with

your husband, sons and grandsons.

Nandin said :—
58. Then the delighted Brahma, Vispu, all the gods
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and the Ganpas gave them boons with pleasure at the behest
of Siva.

59. Taking me along with all the members of the
family, kinsmen and relatives, lord Siva mounted his bull
»nd went to the abode of the goddess.

60. Visnu and all other gods praising these and eu-
logising Siva and Siva lovingly returned to their respective
abodes.

61. O great sage, O dear one, thus my own incarna-
tion has been narrated to you. It is always pleasing and
heightening the power of Siva.

62-63. He who listens to or narrates, reads or teaches
the incarnation of Nandin, the granting of the boons, the
coronation and the nuptial ceremony with faith and devotion
enjoys all pleasures here and attains great goal hereafter.

CHAPTER EIGHT
( Bhairava incarnation)

NandiSvara said:—

1. O Sanatkumara, O omniscient one, listen to the
story of Bhairava by listening to which alone, devotion to
Siva becomes firm and steady.

2. Bhairava is the prior form of Siva, the great soul.
Fools who are deluded by Siva’s Miyi do not know about it.

3. O Sanatkumaira, neither Visnu of four arms nor
Brahma of four faces knows the greatness of lord Siva.

4. There is nothing to be surprised at in this. Siva’s
Maya is inscrutable. Deluded by it people do not even wor-
ship him, the great lord.

5. If any one knows him the supreme soul, he alone is
lord Siva. But then, none of these people know him out of
their own will.

6. Although lord Siva is omnipresent he is not seen
by the people of deluded intellect. He is known as a mere
lord, he who is beyond the reach of minds and words.
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7. O great sage, in this connection I shall narrate an
ancient legend. O dear one, listen to it with faith. It is
the great cause of perfect knowledge. °

8. As Brahma was stationed on the wonderful and
beautiful summit of Meru, all the celestial sages approached
him with a desire to know the real truth.

9. All the great sages with palms joined in reverence
and shoulders drooping down came there and bowed to
Brahma. They asked him respectfully.

The celestial sages said:—

10. O lord of gods, O lord of subjects, O Creator, O
leader of the worlds, tell us the real fact. What is that sole
unchanging entity ?

Neandifvara said: —
11. Deluded by the Maya of great lord and nct know-
ing the great fact the lotus-born Brahma replied haughtily.

Brahmd said:—
12. O gods, O sages, all of you listen with attention

and intelligence I shall describe the great unchanging entity
as it really is.

13. I am the womb (material cause) of the universe,
the creator, the self-born, the unborn, the lord, the primor-
dial being, the Brahman, the sole unsullied soul.

14. O excellent gods, I am the instigator of the
worlds, and the deterrent too. There is none greater than
I or any other who causes their revolution.

Nandifvara said:—

15. While the Creator was saying thus, O sage,. Visnu
who was there became angry as he too was deluded by
Mayia. He spoke these words derisively.

16. O Brahmai, this is not proper. It is sheer foolish-
ness on the part of a practiser of Yoga. Without knowing
the great reality, this is being mentioned in vain.

17. I am the Creator of all the worlds, the great Atman,
the greatest Purusa, the sacrifice, the lord Nirdyapa, the
master of Maya and the greatest goal.



Satarudrasamhita 1099

18. O Brahma, it is at my behest that creation is
carried on by you. Without regard for me, the lord, no life
can exist in the worlds.

19. O sage, thus starting a mutual clash due to delu-
sion and desiring to conquer each other they asked the Vedas
about truth.

20. The Vedas were there in embodied form. They
shall be specifically asked. With this idea in mind they asked
the four Vedas about the truth.

Brahmad and Vispu said: —

21. Vedas are the authorities everywhere. They have
been honoured everywhere. Hence you please say un-
reservedly. What is the sole unchanging entity ?

Nandifvara said:—

22. On hearing their words, the Vedas spoke in
reality after remembering the lord.

23. <If we are honoured, O deities as the causes of
creation and maintenance, we shall cite authorities that will
dispel your doubts.

Nandifvara said:—
24. On hearing the conditions mentioned by the Vedas
the two deities told the Vedas—“What is mentioned by you

is acceptable to us as authority. What is that entity ?
Please tell us that.

Rgveda said:—

25. That in which the Bhiitas stay, that from which
everything comes out, what they call as the greatest entity—
that is Rudra alone.

Yajurveda said:—

26. The lord who is worshnpped by means of all
sacrifices and meditation, whereby we have an authority—that
sole seer of all is Siva.

Sdmaveda said:—
27. That by which this universe whirls, that which is
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meditated upon by Yogins, the light whereby the universe
is illuminated—that Tryambaka alone is the greatest.
Atharvaveda said:—

28. They call that sole being Siva who is beyond all
misery who is the lord of gods whom the people who have
the blessing of devotion see.

Nandifvara said:—
29. After hearing what was thus said by the Vedas,
Brahma and Visnu, deluded very much by the Miyia (and

hence) crooked in consciousness smiled and said to the
Vedas.

Brakma and Visnu said:—

30. O Vedas, what is this that you all speak without
sense ? What has happened to you? All wisdom is utterly
lost now.

31-32. The lord of Pramathas incessantly sports with
Sivd. He is naked and of yellow colour and tawny due to
dust. His dress and features are ugly. He has matted hair
and moves about on his bull. He wears serpents as his
ornaments. How can he be the supreme Brahman? Where
is that Brahman free from any attachment ?”’

33. On hearing their words, the all-pervasive Pranava
who though unembodied assumed an embodied, extensive
form told them thus.

Pranava said:

34. Lord 1¢a, Rudra, Siva indulging in sports and assu-
ming various forms never sports about with the Sakti different
from him.

35. The great lord, is self-luminous and eternal. Siva
is his Sakti in the form of Bliss, not a chance occurrence.

Nandifvara said:—

36. Even after this explanation the ignorance of
Brahmi and Vignu was not quelled. It was due to the
Maiya of Siva alone.

37. Then a great flame menifested itself in their
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midst. It filled the space between the heaven and the
sarth by means of its splendour.

38. O sage, then Brahmi and Visnu saw a shape in
the form of a man in the middle of the mass of flame.
Its body was huge and wonderful.

39. The fifth head of Brahmi burnt with rage (as.
though saying) “who is this bearing a man’s outline and
features in our midst ?”

40-41. By the time Brahmi could reflect properly,
the great Being was seen immediately as the three-eyed
Nilalohita with the trident in his hand and an eye in the
forehead. Serpents and crescent moon constituted his orna-
ments. The deluded Brahma on seeing him said laughingly.

Brahma said:—

42-43. <O Nilalohita, I know you. Do not be afraid;
O moon-crested one. You, Rudra, came out formerly from
my forehead. Since you cried, the name Rudra was also
assigned to you by me formerly. O son, seek refuge in me
alone. I shall save you.”

Nendisvara said:

44. O sage, on hearing the haughty words of the
lotus-born Brahmai, Siva became angry as if out for destruc-
tion.

45. Angrily, he created a Purusa Bhairava blazing in
great brilliance. Then he spoke lovingly.

Siva said:—

46, O Kailabhairava, at the outset this lotus-born
Brahmi shall be chastised by you. You shine like god of
death, hence you are Kailardja.

47. You are called Bhairava because you are of
terrifying features and you are capable of supporting the
universe. Since even Kila is afraid of you, you are called

Kilabhairava.
48. When you are angry you will be suppressing the
wicked souls. Hence you will be known everywhere as the

suppressor of the wicked.
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49. Since you will be devouring the sins of devotees
in a trice your name will be famous as sin-eater.

50. O Kailardja, you will have forever the suazerainty
over my city Kasi, the city of liberation, which is greater
than all other cities.

51. You alone will be the chastiser of those who
commit sins there. Citragupta will write down their auspi-
cious and inauspicious activities.

NandiSvara said:—

52. After receiving all these boons. Kaila-Bhairava,
in a trice, cut off Brahma’s head with the tip of the nails
of the fingers of his left hand.2®

53. The limb that commits offence shall be chestised.
Hence the fifth head that censured was cut off.

54. On seeing Brahma’s head cut off, Visnu became
terribly afraid. Devotedly he repeated the Satarudriya
mantras and eulogised Siva.

55. The frightened golden-wombea Branhma too per-
formed the Japa of Satarudriya. O sage, thus, in an instant,
both of them were divested of their pride.

56. But they realised that Siva is the Supreme Brahman
with Sat (Existence) Cit (knowledge) and Ananda (Bliss) as
the characteristics. He is the great Atman and transcends
the attributes.

57. O omniscient Sanatkumaira, listen to my extremely
auspicious advice. As long as there is pride, perfect know-
ledge lies excessively hidden.

58. Eschewing false prestige and pride, a man realises
lord Siva. Lord Siva quells the arrogant because he is the
destroyer of arrogance.

59. Coming to know that Brahmd and Vignu had
been deprived of their pride, lord Siva the great god became
delighted and the lord assured them of his protection.

25. Vs(Ch 8)speaks of Bhairava's attempt to cut off the fifth hcad of
Brahmi at the instance of Siva and also of the cancellation of that attempt
by the intervention of Siva at the behest of Vignu. The present account of
Satarudra Sarhhiti is somewhat different from the above account. Here
Kilabhairava is mentioned to have severed the fifth head of Brahma with
the nails of his lefr finger. This account is substantiated by similar accounts

in the other Purigas.
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60. After consoling both of them, the delighted Siva,
favourably disposed towards his devotees, spoke to Bhairava-
his own other form.

Lord Siva said:—

61. This Visnu shall be honoured by you as well as
by Brahmia, O Nilalohita, hold the skull of Brahma as an
atonement.

62. Show to the world the rite of expiation for
removing the sin of slaying brahmin. You beg for alms by
resorting to ‘“the rite of skull.”

63. After saying this and creating a virgin renowned
as “Brahmahatya” even as he was watching, Siva, in the
form of mass of flame, spoke thus.

64. Until she goes to the divine city of Varanasi you
too shall follow her for a terribly long period.

65. You will have free access to everywhere except the
city of Varanasi. When she goes to Virdnasi you can be
freed of her in a trice,

Nandifvara said:—
66. Thus directing the Brahmahatyia, the wonderful
lord Siva, vanished from the scene.

CHAPTER NINE
(The sporis of Bhairava)

Nandifvara said :—

1. O omniscient Sanatkumira, listen lovingly to an-
other story of Bhairava that destroys all defects and enhances
devotion.

2. Due to Brahmahatyd’s presence Bhairava began to
calculate the time for release. At the words of the lord of

gods, he kept on the rite of Kipilika.
3. He, the soul of the universe, roamed over the three

worlds with the skull in his hand. The terrible Brahmahatyd
never left Bhairava.
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4. Although he went to every holy centre, he was
not left off by Brahmahatya. Let the greatness of Siva, the
enemy of Kama, be understood thereby. .

5. Once, while sporting about, being attended upon
by Pramathas, Bhairava went as he pleased, to the abode
of Visnu.

6-7. On seeing the three-eyed Bhairava of full size,
born partially of lord Siva, with serpents for his ear-rings
the Garuda-bannered Visnu fell prostrate on the ground like
a staff. The gods, the sages and the womenfolk of the gods
too did the same.

8. After bowing to him, pure in mind, and keeping
the joined palms on his head, Visnu, the consort of Laksmi,
culogised him with various hymns.

9. The delighted Visnu being highly pleased in his
mind, O great sage, joyously spoke to Laksmi, born at the
time of the churning of the milky ocean?® and residing in the
Iotus.

Visnu said :—

10. <O lotus-eyed beloved, you are blessed, O comely
sinless lady. O gentle lady of beautiful hips, I am blessed,
since we both see the lord of the universe.

11. He is the creator, the maintainer and the lord of
the worlds. He is the primordial being, the lord and the
refuge of all. He is calm and higher thaa the twenty-six
principles.??

12. He is omniscient, the lord of all Yogins, the sole
leader of all Beings, the inner Atman of all living creatures
and the bestower of everything to everyone always.

13. O Laksmi, see, he is that lord whom the quiet
wakeful people, engrossed in breathless meditation, see in
their heart of hearts through their mind.

14. Here he comes, the all-pervasive who is without

26. See P. 224 note

27. Read qT: Q'!‘ﬁ'ﬂ‘(ﬂ‘ﬂ‘a' for q: Q’l\ﬁﬂﬂ'ﬁﬁ'l Siva is con-
ceived as the twentyseventh principle, higher than the group of 26 tattvas
comprising in 10 senses, 5 gross elements, 5 subtle elcments, mind, intellect,
cgo, invisible cosmic nature, individual soul and the transcendent Puruge

Iivara. See Lingapurioa 1. 71, 51 :4; §Afqamy fAed: Q@@
ok S
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form but has assumed a form (now) and whom only the
Yogins of restrained mind, the knowers of the principles of
the Vedas, understand.

15. Oh, wonderful indeed is the activity of the lord
Siva, for he who repeats his names is freed from the bondage
of the body that he has taken then.

16. On seeing him men do not obtain a rebirth in the
world. Such a lord the moon-crested Tryambaka comes here.

17. O Laksmi, blessed indeed are my eyes as wide as
the petals of a lotus, since by them the great god lord Siva
is seen.

18. Fie upon the position of the gods where emancipa-
tion is not obtained, but on seeing Siva it is obtained and
it puts an end to all miseries.

19. There is nothing more inauspicious than the state
of the gods in the heaven that here even after seeing the
lord of the gods all of us do not obtain salvation.

Nandifvara said :—

20. After saying this, Visnu bowed to the great lord
with the thrill of delight through pleasure and spoke this
to the bull-bannered deity ?

Visnu said :—

21. O lord, O unchanging one, O queller of all sins,
what is this being done by you the omniscient lord of the
gods and the creator of the worlds ?

22. O lord of the gods, O three-eyed intelligent one
this is only your sport. O Viriipaksa, O suppresser of Kama,
what is this activity of yours motivated by ?

23. O lord Siva, O lord of Sakti, why do you go a-
begging? O lord of the universe, this is my doubt, O bes-
tower of the kingdom of the three worlds !

Nandifvara said :—
24. Thus addressed by Visnu, lord Siva, the destroyer
of the worlds of ferocious form of wonderful sports, laughingly

said to Vignpu.
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Bhairava said :—

25. Brahmai’s head was cut off with the top of the nail
of my fingers. It is to remove that sin that I am observing
this auspicious sacred rite.

Nandftfvara said —

26. Thus addressed by Siva, Bhairava, the lord of
Laksmi remembered something and bent down his head. He

spoke again.

Visnu said :—

27. <O great god, O remover of all obstacles, sport
about as you please. But it does not behove you to envelop
me with your Maya.

28. O lord, it is true that from within the lotus from
my navel, crores of lotus-seated Brahmis have come out in
the different Kalpas through the power of Yoga.

29. O lord, please eschew this Maya very difficult
to be crossed by those who have no control over themselves.
Brahma and others are deluded by your Maya.

30. O Siva, O lord of all, O goal of the good, O lord
of Siva, it is due to your own blessing that I am able to
follow your activity.

31-32. When the time of dissolution comes, O destroyer
of the world, you annihilate all the gods, sages and people
of all castes and stages of life. O great god, then, the sin of
slaying brahmins and others does not affect you. You are
not bound by these and are quite independent. You sport as
you please.

33. O Siva, the garland of the bones of Brahma shines
around your neck. Similarly, O Siva, O sinless one, the
primordial Brahmahatya has followed you.

34. Even after committing a great sin, if a person,
remembers you who are the lord and support of the worlds,
his sin is quelled.

35. Just as darkness does not stand in the presence of
the sun, similarly the sin of your devotee does not stand
but is wasted away.

36. If a pious soul contemplates on the lotus-like pair
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of your feet, even his sin of brahmin-slaughter bscoms s
wasted away.

37. O lord of the universe, if a person is devoted to
uttering your name, his sin as weighty as the peak of a
mountain does not overwhelm him.

38. O great soul, O ultimate abode, O god that as-
sumest a body at your own sweet will, this is only a fancy
of yours, this miserliness and dependence.

39. O lord of gods, I am blessed. I am seeing the
eternal supreme god of cosmic form whom even Yogins do
not see.

40. 1 have the greatest of gains today. I have the
most auspicious of signs today. Even heaven and emanci-
pation are as insignificant as a blade of grass to me who
am contented with the nectar of seeing him.”

41. When Govinda was saying this, Padmia offered the
desired alms into his begging bowl.

42. Lord Siva, who had assumed the body of Lord
Bhairava, left the place joyously for begging elsewhere.

43. On seeing Brahmahatya following him, Visnu called
ner and requested her ‘“Please stop pursuing the Trident-
bearing deity.”

Brakmahatya said :—

44. Under this pretext, I am waiting upon the bull-
bannered deity. Thus I shall sanctify myself for the annihi-
lation of a rebirth.

Nandifvara said :—
45. Though urged by Visnu she did not leave his side.
The smiling Siva of Bhairava form, spoke these words to Visnu.

Bhairava said :—
46. O lord of Laksmi, O bestower of honour, I am
satisfied by drinking the nectar of your words., Whatever

you say is natural to good-natured persons.
47. O Visnu, choose your boon, O sinless one, I am

the granter of boons. O Visgu, you are free from aber-
rations and arec the foremost among my devotees.
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48. Mendicants suffering from the fever of begging
alms do not turn mad with the good articles of alms so
much as by the drinking in of the nectar of honour.”

Nandifvara said : —
49. On hearing the words of high-souled Bhairava,

Visnu became delighted and spoke to him.

Visnu said :—
50. O lord of gods, this itself is a great favour that
I see you who being the lord of the gods are inconceivable

by mind and speech.
51. O Siva, this is like a shower of nectar without

clouds. I am jubilant over this; thy benign glance to the

good is a treasure easily acquired by them.
52. O lord Siva, let me never be detached from your

feet; this is the favour I seek, nothing else.

Lord Bhairava said :—
53. €O dear, O intelligent one, let what you have said
occur. You will be the granter of boons to all the gods.”

Nandisvara said :—

54. Blessing Visnu moving in the central mountain
Meru?® and the world, the lord went to the city of the libera-
ted, Varanasi.

55. As soon as Bhairava of terrible features entered
the holy centre, Brahmahatya felt aggrieved and entered the

nether worlds.

56. The skull of Brahma fell on the ground suddenly
from the lotus-like hand of Bhairava. The holy centre then
hecame Kapilamocana.

5Z, On secing the skull of Brahmi falling from his
hand, even as everyone was watching it, Rudra danced with
great joy.

58. The unbearable skull of Brahma did not leave his
hand as he was roaming elsewhere but it fell down in a trice
at Kafi.

28. The mount Meru, sifuated in the cenire of the earth, is the
common resort of Vispu, Indra and other gods.
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59. Brahmahatyda which did not leave Siva at
any other place vanished in a moment at Kiéi. Hence Kasi
shall be resorted to for shedding off evil.

60. If a person remembers the excellent holy centre
Kapalamocana at Kasi, his sin committed here and elsewhere
becomes quelled immediately.

61. After coming to the foremost ot holy centres,
performing the ablution in accordance with the rules and by
making the water-offering to the manes one is rid of Brahma-
hatya.

62. Bhairava stood facing the holy centre of Kapala-
mocana, devouring the series of sins of devotees.

63. It was on the eighth day in the dark half of the
month of Marga$irsa that lord Siva, the favourite of the good
and indulging in auspicious sports, manifested himself in the
form of Bhairava.

64. The person who observes fast on the eighth day of
the dark half of the month of Mairgasirsa in front of Kila-
bhairava and also keeps awake at night is freed from great
sins.

65. He who performs that rite with devotion even else-
where and also keeps awake is rid of great sins and attains
the goal of the good.

66. The sin committed by persons in the course of
countless millions of births is quelled entirely on seeing Kala-
bhairava.

67. He who commits offence against the devotees of
Kilabhairava is deluded and becomes miserable. He will
attain the distress of the wicked people.

68. The devotees of lord Siva, who do not show devo-
tion for Kilabhairava, attain great sorrow and especially so
at Kasi.

69. The man who, while staying at Varanasi, neglects
the worship of Bhairava acquires sins that multiply like the
moon in the bright half.

70. If a person neglects the worship of Kailardja at
Kiasi on every Tuesday and Bhiitigtami day, his merit de-
creases like the moon in the dark half.

71. A person is rid of all sins on hearing this narrative
of “Bhairava’s nativity’” which can quell even Brahmahatya.
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72, Even a person put in a prison, or involved in
adversity is freed from distress on hearing of the narrative
of Bhairava.

CHAPTER TEN
(The narrative of Man-lion)

Nandifvara said :—

1. The destroyer of Daksa’s sacrifice Virabhadra shall
be known as an incarnation of lord Siva, the great soul.

2. His narrative has been mentioned in the episode
of Sati. You too have heard it several times. Hence it is
not mentioned in detail.

3. O excellent sage, now by my affection to you I
shall narrate the Sardila incarnation of lord Siva, Listen.

4. For the benefit of the gods, the wonderfully divine
form of a Sarabha (the mythological animal with eight
legs and capacity of killing lions) of blazing fire-like lustre
was assumed by lord Siva.

5. O excellent sages, Siva’s incarnations are countless
and conducive to the benefit of good devotees. Their number
cannot be counted or specified.

6-7. The number of the stars in the sky, of the sand
particles on the earth and of the bursting showers of heavy
rain can be specified by intelligent persons at some time in
the course of many births over many Kalpas; but not of
the incarnations of Siva; know my words to be true.

8. Still in accordance with my intelligence I shall
mention, exactly as I had heard, the divine story of the
Sarabha, portending great prosperity.

9. O sage, when Jaya and Vijaya were cursed by you,
they became the .sons of Diti and Kadyapa.

10. Those . two attendants, the celestial sages were
born as Diti’s sons. The elder was Hiranyakasipu and the
younger was Hiranydksa the very powerful.

11. . Formerly lord Vispu was requested by Brahma to
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uplift the Earth. He assumed the form of a boar and slew
Hiranyiksa.

12. O sage, on hearing that his heroic brother, as gear
to him as his very vital breath, was killed, Hiranyaka$ipu
became furious with Visnu.

13. He performed penance for ten thousand years and
propitiated Brahmi from whom he obtained the desired boon.
“None of your creations shall kill me.”

14. He left for Sonita.? He challenged the gods every-
where. He put the three worlds in his control and had an
unrivalled rule over it.

15. O sage. Hiranyaka$ipu harassed the gods and the
sages. He violated all virtuous rites. He oppressed brahmins
and became a sinner,

16. When the king cf the Daityas hated his own son
Prahlida, Visnu became his particular enemy.

17. O sage, Visnu then came out from a pillar in the
hall, at dusk in the bedy of a man-lion, with great fury.

18. O great sage, the body of the man-lion was very
terrible in every respect. It blazed frighteningly and terrified
the leading Daityas.

19. The Daityas were killed in a trice by the man-lion.
HiranyakaSipu fought a terrible battle.

20. O excellent sages, a great fight ensued between
them for some time. It was terrifying, frightening and caused
horripilation to every one.

2l. The lord of gods, lord of Laksmi, the man-lion
dragged the leading Daitya to the threshold even as the gods
were watching in the sky.

22. While the gods were watching he placed the daitya
on his lap and immediately tore open his stomach with his
claws and killed him.

23. When Hiranyakasipu was killed by the man-lion
Vignu, the whole universe attained normalcy and peace. But
the gods did not derive any special comfort,

24. The celestial drums were sounded. On seeing the
wonderful form of Visnu, Prahlida was surprised, Laksmi
was in a state of suspense.

29. See P. 1027 note.
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25. Though the lord of daityas was killed, yet the
gods did not derive any pleasure. The fiery fury of the
man-lion did not subside. :

26-27. The entire universe was again excited by that
fiery splendour. The gods were miserable. Saying ‘“What
will happen now?’’ they kept themselves at a safe distance
from fear. The lotus-born deity and others were excited by

the fiery fury of the man-lion.

28. They sent Prahlada near Visnu in order to subside
his anger. At the behest of all in a body Prahlida approa-
ched the man-lion.

29. The man-lion, the store-house of mercy, embraced
him. The heart became cool, still the flame of fury did not
subside.

30. When it did not subside, the afflicted and miserable
gods sought refuge in Siva.

31. Going there, Brahma, other gods and the sages eulo-
gised Siva for the happiness of all the worlds.

The gods said :—

32. O great lord of gods, favourably disposed rowards
those who seek refuge, save us the gods who have sought
refuge in you as well as all the worlds,

33. Obeisance be to you, O Sadasiva. Whenever there
had been misery formerly, it was you that saved us.

34. The ocean was churned and the gems were shared
by the gods. Then O Siva, poison was taken by you.®

35. We were saved by you, O lord and you became
famous as Nilakantha (Blue-necked). If you had not drunk
the poison then, every thing would have been reduced to
ashes.

36. This is well known, O lord, that whenever a person
is in misery, by repeating your very name the misery is
quelled.
37. O Sadisiva, we are now afflicted by the fiery fury
of the man-lion; O lord, it is certain that you are com-

petent to quell it.

o. The incident relates to the legend of Siva’s swallowing poison
that emerged at the churning of the ocean as a result of which Siva became
blue-throated and was called Nilakantha.
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Nandifvara said :—
38. Thus eulogised by the gods, lord Siva, favourably
disposed to the devotees, assured them of protection and

spoke delightedly.

39. Siva said :—O ye Brahma and other gods, Return
to your abodes fearlessly. My rite quells misery in every
respect:

40. The misery of the person who seeks refuge in me
vanishes. Undoubtedly the seeker of refuge is dearer to me
than life.

Nandisvara said :—

41. On hearing this, the gods were delighted much,
Remembering Siva joyously they returned,

CHAPTER ELEVEN
(Prologue to Sarabha incarnation)

Nandifvara said:—

1. Thus implored by the gods, lord Siva, the abode of
mercy, decided to quell that great fiery fury of man-lion.

2. Thereafter Rudra remembered the powerful Vira-
bhadra, the cause of dissolution and addressed Bhairava, his<
own form.

3-5. Then suddenly there came the leader of the
Ganas laughing loudly and accompanied by the leading Ganas
laughing boisterously and jumping about here and there.
He was surrounded by crores of fierce manlion-formed Ganas,
madly dancing heroes joyously leaping about. The warlike
heroes Brahma and others were playing about as if with
balls; the leader of the Ganas was surrounded by others too
who had remained unseen. He was respected by the
heroes.

6. He had a fiery splendour as fierce as the fire at
the end of Kalpa. His three eyes shone splendidly. He had
no weapon. He had matted hair. He was bedecked by the
refulgent crescent moon.
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7. He had two sharp fangs curved like the crescent
moon. His eyebrows were like the split pieces of Indra’s
bow. .

8. With his fierce hissing whooping sound be deafened
the faces of the quarters. He was as dark as the blue
cloud and collyrium He was terrible and wondrous with
full grown moustaches and beards.

9. He was whirling his trident of unsplit lustre like a
piece of musical instrument over and over again. The lord
Virabhadra arrived with his heroic strength fully expanded.

10. He said to Siva—<“O lord of the universe, why
I have been remembered by you? Please do me a favour
and command me.”

Nandifvara said: —
11. On hearing the words of Virabhadra, and glancing
at his face respectfully lord Siva, the chastiser of the wicked,

said lovingly.

Siva said: —

12. An untimely terrible fear has cropped up tor the
gods. The fire of that man-lion is blazing You shall quell
this inaccessible one.

13. At the outset convince him in a consoling manner,
If he does not subside thereby, show my great terrible form.

14. O Virabhadra, at my behest, bring me his head
and hide after quelling his subtle fury with your subtle one
and his gross splendour with your gross one.

Nandifvara said:—

15. Urged thus, the leader of the Ganas, assumed a
calm body and features and hastened to the place where the
man-lion was sitting.

16. Then Virabhadra, the destroyer addressed Vignu.
Siva, then spoke to him as a father speaks to his own son.

Virabhadra said:—

17. O lord Vispu, you have taken the incarnauon for
the happiness of the universe. You, the great lord, have
been entrusted with the task of maintaining the universe by

Siva.
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18. Formerly, multitudes of creatures moving about
in the one vast ocean have been split by your lordship in
the form ~f a fish by binding them with your tail.

19. You support the earth in the form of a tortoise,
You lifted it up in the form of a boar. In the form of a
lion Hiranyakas$ipu has been killed.

20. Again in the form of a dwarf, you had bound
Bali. You are the origin of all living beings. You are the
eternal lord.

21. Whenever any misery torments the world you
incarnate yourself and make it free from distress and ailment.

22. O Visnu, there is none else devoted to Siva more
than you or even equal to you. The Vedas and sacred rites
have been established by you towards an auspicious goal.

23. That Danava Hiranyakasipu has been killed for
which purpose you have taken this incarnation. Prahlada
too has been saved.

24. O lord Narasimmha, O soul of the universe, subdue
this extremely terrible body youself in my presence.

Nandifvara said:—

25. Urged thus with quiet peaceful words of Vira-
bhadra, the arrogant man-lion assumed a more terrible
anger.

26. O sage, threatening the heroic Virabhadra with
his curved fangs he spoke harsh and terrible words.

The Man-lion said:—

27. Go back the way you have come from. Do not
speak offending words. I am now going to annihilate the
universe of the mobile and immobile beings.

28. The annihilation is not the withdrawal of myself
by myself or through others. I have my sway everywhere,
There is none to rule over me.

29. Everything functions fearlessly by my favour. I
am the instigator as well as the restrainer of all powers.

30. O leader of the Ganas, whatever is endowed with
magnificence, whatever is glorious and powerful, know that
to be my expanded splendour.

31. They know me, the knower of the reality of the



1116 Sivapuripa

divinity, as the greatest. Brahmi, Indra and other gods are
powerful in as much as they are my own parts.

32. Brahmia, the creator of the universe who was
tormerly born of my umbilical lotus® is greater than all, being
independent, maker, remover and the lord of all.

33. This is my greatest glory. What else do you wish
to hear again ? Hence seek refuge in me and return to your
abodes being freed from feverish ailment.

34. O lord of Ganas, know that the entire universe
of this nature, is my own; this universe including the gods,
Asuras and human beings is the manifestation of my
greatness.

35. I am Kaila, the cause of destroying the worlds. I
am engaged in annihilating the worlds. O Virabhadra,
know me to be the Death of Death. These gods are alive
by my very favour.

Nandifvara said:—

36. On hearing the arrogant words of Visnu, Vira-
bhadra of immeasurable exploits laughed and said contem-
ptuously with throbbing lips.

Virabhadra said:—

37. Don't you know the Pindka-bearing lord of the
universe as the annihilator ? Baseless argument and disputa-
tion will end in death for you.

38. What other incarnation of yours is left still to be
taken® with that whatever it may be you will remain
alive only in the story.

39. Tell me the defect which has led you to this
plight. With that lord capable of annihilation you will get
the balance of Daksina.

40. You are Prakrti and Rudra is Purusa. The semen
is deposited in you. The five-faced Brahma was born of your
umbilical lotus.

41. Hindu Mythology represents Brahm3 as springiug iror: the navel
of Visnu or from a lotus which grew thercout. Hence Brahmai is called
nibhija, ‘navel-born.” See Dowson; HM.

32. The Contents of the verses 21, 29, 30 and 35 in this chapter
are reminiscent of similar ideas expressed in the Bhagavad-gité.
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41. Remaining in a severe penance, he contemplated
on Siva, the blue-necked, in his forehead for the creation of
the three worlds.

42. Siva came out of his forehead. I am the ornament
of the lord of gods in the form of Bhairava in the matter of
creation,

43. O Visnu, I have been engaged in subduing you
either through humility or through force, by Rudra the lord
of gods, the lord of all.

44. After tearing to pieces a single demon you roar
by your arrogance. Actually you are free from slumber only
because you are endowed with a digit of his power.

45. Help rendered to good men is accepted as con-
ducive to happiness. Help rendered to bad men is condu-
sive to offence.

46. O Nrsimmha, if you consider lord Siva as a mere
living being you are ignorant, very arrogant and full of
aberrations in every respect.

47. O base Nrsimhha, you are neither creator, nor
sustainer, nor annihilator. You are subservient and deluded
in mind. You are not independent anywhere.

48. O Visnu, like the potter’s wheel you are forcibly
induced by Siva when you take the different incarnations.
You are always dependent on him.

49-50. Your skull, left by you in the midst of the
necklace of Siva, while you.had assumed the form of a
tortoise, is still there. None who is burnt is bound. Isit
your partial forgetfulness that in your body as a Boar your
fangs were felled by the slayer of Taraka ?33

51. You were burnt by the fire of the Trident, O
Visvaksena. At the time of Daksa’s sacrifice your head was
cut off by me brilliant in form.

52. O Visnu, the fifth head of Brahmia your son,
which was cut, has not been set right even now. It is for-
gotten by you.

33. This verse as well as the fourth foot of the previous verse is
defective.
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53. In a battle you were defeated by Dadhica along
with the gods.® How can it be forgotten by you while
scratching your head?

54. O discus-armed one, you are fond of your discus
but you have forgotten whence you got it and by whom it
was made.

55. Whatever worlds I have seized, in them. you lie
down in the ocean, overcome by sleep. How can you then
be a Sattvika ?

56. From you to a blade of grass, every thing expands
and develops only through Rudra’s power. Professing to
possess power you have been deluded by the fire all round.

57. Ordinary man is incapable of seeing the greatness
of his splendour, That is the greatest of the regions of
Visnu which only the people of subtle intellect can
perceive.

58. Lord Siva manifests himself in between heaven
and earth, Indra and Agni, Yama and Varuna, in the heart
of darkness and in the light of the moon.

59. You are Kila but lord Siva is Mahakila and
Kilakila. Hence you will be death of death only through
Siva’s digit.

60. But the steady one today is the imperishable hero,
the lord protector of the universe. He is the destroyer of
fever, a dreadful beast, a golden bird.

61. You and the four-faced Brahma are not the rulers
of the world. Nor any one else is the ruler. Siva is certainly
the ruler of all.

62. Thus taking everything in consideration you sub-
due yourself by yourself. O Man-lion, O wise one, keep your-
sélf safe.

63. Otherwise death will befall you like a thunderbolt
on a stump due to the fury of the lord in the form of Bhairava.

Nandifvara said: —

64. After saying this and observing the view of the
Man-lion, Virabhadra the furious form of Siva, stopped. He
was not afraid of anyone.

34. For details see RS. Satikharda. ch. 39.
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CHAPTER TWELVE

(The incarnation of Sarabha)

Sanatkumadra said:—

1. O Nandiévara, O intelligent one, this is understood.
Take pity on me and tell me now lovingly what happened
thereafter.

Nandifvara said . —

2. Thus admonished by Virabhadra, the Man-lion be
came furious. He roared and began to seize him with force.

3. In the meantime, the splendour of Siva rose up
unbearably enveloping the sky all around. It was terrible
and cause for imminent fear.

4-5. Then in a trice the form of Virabhadra became
invisible. The splendour of Lord Siva was neither golden
nor fiery, neither lunar nor solar. It resembled neither the
lightning nor the moon. It was beyond comparison. The
forms of brilliance were merged in Siva.

6. That great splendour was not of the sky too. There-
after its middle became clearly manifested in the form charac-
teristic of Rudra of deformed shape.

7. Even as all the gods stood watching with the auspi-
cious shouts of victory, Lord Siva became manifest in the
form the Annihilator.

8. He had a thousand hands and wore matted hair.
His head was adorned by the crescent moon. He appeared
like a bird with wings and beak. His body was fierce and
fully developed.

9. His fangs were very sharp. Adamantine claws were
his weapons. His neck was black in colour. He had huge
arms and four legs. He was blazing like fire.

10. His voice was resonant and terrible like the rumbl-
ing sound of the clouds that gather at the end of a Yuga.
His three eyes werc as wide and blazing as the fire of the evil
spirit of great fury.

11, His fangs and lips were clearly visible. He was pro-
ducing a hissing sound of Hurhkara. Siva of such a form

appeared in sight.
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12. At his very vision Visnu lost his strength and
exploit. He assumed a lustre of the flickering glow-worm
beneath the sun.

13-14. Fluttering with his wings, and tearing the navel
and legs he bound the legs of the Man-lion with his tail and
his hands with his own hands. He struck his chest, caught hold
of Visnu. It expanded in the sky along with the gods and
the sages.

15-16. Like a vulture seizing a serpent he fearlessly
caught hold of Visnu, lifted him up and fell him to the
ground. At the time of flight he was excessively oppressed,
being hit with the wings. Then Lord $iva took Visnu and
flew up.

17.  All the gods foliowed him eulogising him with the
words of obeisance. Brahmia and other sages bowed to him
with reverence and love.

I8. Being led thus Visnu was helpless. His face was
pallid and sorrowful. With palms joined in reverence he
eulogised Lord Siva with prayers of simple words.

19.  After eulogising Mrda with the hundred and eight
names of the lord, Nrsimha requested lord Sarabha again.

20. “O great lord, whenever my ignorant mind be-
comes defiled by arrogance, it shall be removed by you alone.”

Nandisvara said:—

21  Thus saying with love to S$iva, the Man-lion
turned submissive and bowed to him. Visnu was utterly
defeated and came to the end of his life.

22. Within a trice Virabhadra made his powerful
body powerless and dead.

Nandifvara said:—

23. Then Brahma and other gods eulogised lord
Siva who had assumed the form of a Sarabha and who was
the sole benefactor of all the worlds.

The gods said:—

24. O lord Siva, Brahmi, Visnu, Indra, the Moon,
the gods, the sages, and the Daityas are born of you.
25. O lord of all, you alone create and protect Brahma
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Visnu and Indra, the sun and others, the gods and Asuras
and you alone devour them.

26. Since you annihilate the world, you are called
Hara by the learned. Since Visnu was curbed and caught
hold of by you, you are called Hara by the learned.

27. Since you support and hold every thing after divi-
ding your body into eight, O lord, protect us, the gods, by
means of the desired gifts.

28. You are the great Purusa, Siva, lord of all, leader
of the gods, the soul of the indigent, of a mind without
aberrations. You are the great Brahman, the goal of the
good.

29. You are the kinsman of the distressed, the ocean
of mercy, of wonderful sports, the vision of the great soul,
the intelligent, the Immense Cosmic Being, the all-pervasive,
the truth, the Existence, knowledge and Bliss as the charac-
teristics.

Nandifvara said :—

30. On hearing these words of the gods, Siva, the great
God, spoke to the gods and the great ancient sages.

31. Just as water poured into water, or milk poured
into milk, or ghee poured into ghee becomes one with those
-things, so also Visnu is merged into Siva, not otherwise.

32, It was Visnu alone in the form of the Man-lion,
haughty and strong, engaged in the activity of annihilating
the universe.

33. He shall be prayed and bowed by my devotees
aspiring achievements. He is the foremost of my devotees
and the granter of boons.

Nandisvara said : —

34. After saying this, the lordly king of birds of great
strength, vanished there itself even as all the gods were
watching.

35. Lord Virabhadra, the leader of the Ganas, of
great strength, peeled off the hide of the Man-lion and went
to the mountain taking it with him,

36. From that time Siva began to wear the hide of
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the Man-lion. His head was the leading bead in his necklace
of skulls. .

37. Then the gods freed from their distress began to
sing the glory of this story. With their eyes blooming with
wonder they returned the way they came.

38. He who reads or listens to the great narrative,
which being sacred has the flavour of the Vedas, will realise
all his desires

39. This narrative is conducive to wealth, fame, longe-
vity and health. It increases prosperity, subdues obstacles
and quells ailments.

40. It subdues misery, yields the fruits of desires and
is the abode of auspicious features. It removes premature
death, confers intelligence and destroys enemies.

41. This great form of Siva in the form of Sarabha
shall be made public only among the leading devotees of Siva.

42. This shall be read and listened to only by them
witk their soul dedicated to Siva. It then confers the nine-
fold devotion. It is divine. It purifies the inner mind
and sense.

43. This shall be read during the festivals of Siva,
during the eighth and fourteenth Tithis, and at the instal-
lation of the idol. It then causes the presence of Siva.

44-45. When there is danger from thieves, tigers,
lions, one’s own or enemy kings, during commotions earth-
quakes and robberies, dust storms, when there is the fall of
meteors, when there is draught or too much of rain—during
all these occasions he who reads this with purity becomes a
great devotee of Siva steady in his rites and very learned.

46. He who reads or listens to this without any spe-
cific desire and performs the rites of Siva attains Rudra’s
region and becomes a follower of Rudra.

47. O sage, after attaining Rudra’s region he rejoices
with Rudra. Then he becomes one with Rudra by the
mercy of Siva.
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CHAPTER THIRTEEN
(The incarnation of Grhapati)

Nandicvara said:—

1. O son of Brahma, listen lovingly to the narrative of
the moon-crested lord Siva how he was born willingly in the
house of Vi$vanara,

2. He was Grhapati by name. O sage, he became the
lord of Agniloka. The great lord, the soul of all, was fiery
in form and brilliant too.

3. On the beautiful banks of Narmada in the city of
Dharmapura,® formerly there lived a devotee of Siva, a
soul, the sage Vi$vinara,

4. While in the stage of celibacy, he was devoted to
Brahmayajiia rites. He belonged to the Sapdilya lineage. He
was pure, the storehouse of Brahminical splendour and had
self-control.

5. He understood the real meaning of sacred lord. He
followed the conduct of the virtuous. He was highly skilled
in Siva ethics. He was the foremost among the knowers of
worldly conventions.

6. After pondering over the good qualities of an ideal
housewife, Vi§vinara married with due rites the daughter of
Kala who was really worthy of him.

7. He maintained the sacrificial fires. He was devoted to
the performance of the five daily sacrifices.?® He practised the
six sacred rites every day.?” He was fond of serving gods, manes
and guests.

35. Dharmapura is a sacred Tirtha situated on the northern bank
of the Narmadai river, 8 miles from Pagir&, ncar the confluence of the
Kubji and Narmad&. It contains many temples and is supposed to be
the kérama of the sage Dadhici who gave away his bones to the gods
for their protection from the demons.

36. The five daily sacrifices to be performed by a householder

constitute ¥IANW, faqa®, Xxuy, TATW and AT which are defined as
qeqqq agan: frqawey aduw |
D & afeaYar mamsfafagemg o
37. The six acts enjoined on a Brahmana “are mentioned in MS
10. 75 @ . \ .
ASTIANATT qAAA JTAT J4T |
A gfawgsga v sqfwgseas (|
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8. When a long time elapsed in that manner Sucismati
the wife of that Brahmana who observed all rites spoke to her
husband.

9. “O Lord, by your favour, all pleasures which
women could expect have bheen enjoyed by me in your
company.

10. O Lord, still a desire has been lurking in my heart

for a long time. It iS proper to all householders. You shall
grant it to me.

Vifvanara said:—

11, O gentle lady of beautiful hips ever desirous of my
welfare, what is there that cannot be granted to you? O
lucky one, you may ask for it. I shall grant it to you with-
out lelay.

12. O good woman, by the favour of Lord Siva, nothing

is inaccessible to me either here or hereafter. Lord Siva is
the cause of all good.

Nandisvara said:—
13. On hearing these words of her husband she who

thought her husband to be a deity was delighted. Joining
her palms in reverence she humbly said.

Sucismati said:—

14. O Lord, if I deserve a boon, if a boon is to be

granted to me, please give me a son equal to Lord Siva. I
am not choosing any other boon.

Nandifvara said:—

15. On hearing her words that Brahmin of pure rites
entered into mystic trance for a short while and thought in
his heart thus.

16 *What is this ? This lady has wished for an ex-
tremely inaccessible thing. It is beyond the reach of wishes.
Let it be. Only He does everything.

17. It is by Siva himself stationing himself in her
mouth in the form of specch that this has been said. This

alonc is possible.  Who else could have endeavoured to say
6 ?"
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18. After thinking like this, the sage Visvanara of
liberal hecart who strictly adhered to the principle of mono-
gamy spoke to hcr.

19. After consoling his wife, the sage set out for pen-
ance to the city of Varina: where Lord Siva himself is
stationed.

20. Reaching Varanasi immediately and seeing Mani-
karnikda®, he was freed from three distresses acquired in the
course of hundreds of births.

21. He saw Viive§vara and other phallic images. He
performed ablutions in all holy ditches, wells, tanks and
lakes.

22. He Eowed to all Viniyakas and Sarva Gauri. He
worshipped Kilariaja Bhairava who devours sins.

23. Strenuously he culogised Dandandyaka and other
Ganas, Adikefava and others. He propitiated Keiava.

24. He bowed to Lolarka and other suns again and
again. Without lethargy he offered balls of rice in all the holy
centres.

25. He satiated sages and brahmins by means of ¢feed-
ing thousand” and other rites. With devotion he propitiated
the phallic images of Siva by means of great worship and
service.

26. He thought frequently—<“What is that phallic image
that yields the result quickly? Where can the penance due
to the longing for a son find ultimate rest.”

27. Thinking thus for a moment, the intelligent sage
Visvanara praised the Vire$a form of Siva which confers
the blessings of a son immediately.

28. Innumerable thousands of Siddhas have derived
the fulfilment of their desire from the worship of Siva. Hence
Virefa is famous as the fruit-yielding phallic image.

29. If any one worships the Viresvara phallic image
for a year with great devotion he obtains longevity, cherished
desires, sons and other things.

30. T too shall worship Viresa here thrice a day and
shall ere long acquire a son as desired by my wife.

31. After'thinking like this, the intelligent brahmin,

38, It is a saaed pool in Vindnasi.
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the contented Vifvinara took a bath in the well Candrakiipa
and took the vow of the sacred rite,

32-34. For-a month he lived on a single meal “a day.
For another month he took only the night-meal. He spent
another month taking only the food he got without begging.
He spent another month without any food. For another
month he took only milk. For another month he took only
fruits and vegetables. For another month he ate only a
handful of gingelly seeds. For another month he took liquid
diet. For another month he took only Paficagavya. For
another month he performed the CGandriyana rite. For an-
other month he drank water from the tip of Kusa grass and
for another month he had air alone as his food.

35. Thus for a full year he performed the wonderful
penance. He worshipped the excellent Viresa thrice a day.

36-37. On the thirteenth month while he was going
to Virefa after taking bath in the Ganga river very early in
the morning, the sage saw a child of eight years smeared
with ashes all over the body, in the middle of the phallic
image.

38. The child had eyes as long as his ears. He had
ruddy lips. He had matted hair of beautiful tawny colour.
He was naked and had a smiling face.

39. He had all the dress and features proper to child-
hood. He seemed intelligent. He was reciting hymns from
the Vedas. He was laughing sportively.

40. On seeing him he was joyous. He was thrilled
all over the body. He uttered the formula to you over and over
again.

41. The contented Vai$vinara eulogised Siva, the grea:
bliss in the form of child by means of eight verses that
gave expression to his desire.

Vitvanara said :—
42. The Brahman is alone without a second. It is true.

Indeed there is no multitude of different things. There is
only one Rudra. There is none second to him.*® Hence I
seek refuge in you, the sole great lord.

39- CpTS. 1. &6, 1; N. 1. 15.
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43. O Siva, you alone are the creator and annihilator
of every thing. In the different forms you are of single form
and formless. Just as the inner virtue is only one though
it may seem to be many. Hence I do not resort to any one
except you.

44. The snake in the rope, the silver in the oyster
shell, the water in the mirage —like that when he is known,
the whole world vanishes and Sat alone remains. I resort to
that great lord.

45. Coolness in the water, heat in the fire, the scor-
ching nature in the sun and the pleasing genieness in the
moon, fragrance in the flower and the ghee in the milk—
just, in that manner, O Siva, you are the essense in the world.
Hence I resort to you.

46. You the earless perceive sound; you the noseless
perceive fragrance; you the footless come from far; you the
eyeless see; you the tongueless perceive the taste. Who
knows you really? Hence I seek refuge in you.

47. O lord, even the Vedas do not know you directly,
nor Visnu, nor the Creator of every thing, nor the leading
Yogins, nor Indra and other gods. Only a devotee knows.
Hence I seek refuge in you.

48. You have no spiritual lincage; you are unborn;
you are immortal, formless without any prescribed conduct
or native land. Still you are the lord of three worlds and
you fulfil all our desires. I worship you.

49. Everything originates from you. You are all-in-all,
O enemy of Kima, you are the lord of Gauri; you are naked
and quiescent; you are old, youthful and the child. Whatever
is, you are that. There is no source of your origin. I bow
to you.

NandiSvara said :—

50. After eulogising thus, when the brahmin fell on
the ground with the joined hands, the boy became the aged
of the aged and spoke delightedly to the brahmin.,

The boy said :—
51. O Viévanara, O excellent sage, O brahmin, pro-
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pitiated by you I am very much delighted. Ask for the
boon of your choice. .

52. Then the dclighted and contented sage Visvanara
stood up and replied to Siva who had assumed the form
of a boy.

Visvdnara said :—

53. O lord Siva, what is it that is not known to you
who are omniscient? You are lord Sarva the granter of
everything and the immanent soul of all.

54. Why do you speak forcing me in the pity-provok-
ing task of imploration? O lord Siva, after knowing this,
please do as you wish.

Nandifvara said :—

55. On hearing the upright words of Visvanara of pure
rites, the lord in the form of a child, spoke smilingly.

56. O pious one, the desire that you have cherished
in your heart regarding Sucismati will be certainly realised
ere long.

57. O intelligent one, I shall become your son in
Sucigmati. I shall be known as Grhapati, pure and loved
by all gods.

58. The hymn of eight verses of desire—Abhilasastaka
—that you recited now, when recited thrice a day for a year
in the vicinity of Siva will yield all desires.

59. The recitation of this hymn yields sons, grandsons
and wealth. It is conducive to the mollification of everything
and quells all mishaps.

60. It is the cause of acquisition of heaven, emancipa-
tion and prosperity. There is no doubt in this. This is on
a par with all other hymns. It always yields cvery desire.

61. If an issueless man gets up early in the morning,
takes his bath, worships Siva’s phallic image, recites this
hymn and continues the practice for a year, he will surely
secure a son..

62. The Abhilagistaka hymn shall not be taught to
common people. It shall be preserved carefully as a secret
mantra. It makes the most barren lady deliver of a child.

63. This hymn recited by a woman or a man with
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due observances in the presence of a phallic image for a
vear undoubtedly yields the birth of a son.

Nandisvara said —

64. After saying this, Siva, the goal of the good and
who assumed the form of a boy vanished. The brahmin
Vi$vanara returned to his house highly delighted.

CHAPTER FOURTEEN

(The incarnation of Grhapati)

Nandifvara said:—

1. With great delight the brahmin returncd home and
told his beloved wife all thos: details.

2. On hearing it, Sucigmati, the wife of the brahmin,

rejoiced much and being full of love she praised her good
fortune.

3. She became pregnant in due course. The brahmin
performed the rite of impregnation!® duly.

4. Before the stir and throb of the child in the womb
was felt, the learned Brahmin performed the holy rite of
Purhsavana#! in the manner prescribed in the Grhyasiitras for
the growth of embryo’s manliness.

5. Then in the eighth month he performed the holy
rite of Simanta®?® which is conducive to the growth of the
embryo and which facilitates easy delivery of the child.

40 Garbhddhina or Garbhdlambhana is a rite by the performance
of which a woman reccives semen scattcred by her husband.

M wErEd A9 sH0r  agnAtTAfs@Taad stameaH—
P.M 1. 4. 2. The sarhskdra presupposes a well established home, a
regular marriage, a desire of possessing children and a  religious idea that
beneficent gods help men in begetting children.

41. The rite of secking a male child (Pumhsavana) is performed in
the third or fourth month of pregnancy or even later, on the day when the
moon is on a male constellation on Tisya particularly.

42 In this rite the hairs of the pregnant woman are parted in the

sixth or cighth month of pregnancy. §S3SZHW 4T Eﬁ'q:a': Ydj. 1. 11.

This is done to ward off evil spirits who are bent on sucking the blood of
the foctus.
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6-9. Then at the conjunction of stars when Jupiter
was in the centre, when the Lagna was auspicious, when the
good planets stood in pairs, Siva, the giver of happiness
to all, was born as the son of Suciymati. His face resembled
the moon. The lamps in the lying-in-chamber were dim-
med by his bodily lustre. The lord, the destroyer of mis-
fortunes and the bestower of happiness to the dwellers of the
Earth, the nether worlds and the heaven was born as the son.
The smoke exuding therefrom became the perfume to
sweeten the breath of the quarters. The immense clouds
showered flowers of pleasing fragrance. The divine drums
were sounded and the quarters were brightened up.

10. The rivers became transparent as also the minds
of living beings. The darkness of evil dwindled and the
Rajas was stripped of its quality or of its dust.

11. The living creatures were endowed with Sattva
quality. There was a shower of nectar. People began to
talk sweet and pleasant words.

12-13. Rambha and other celestial damsels arrived
with auspicious articles in their hands. Thousands of
Vidyadharis, Kinnaris, Goddesses, the womenfolk of Gan-
dharvas, serpents and Yaksas of sweet voice flocked singing
auspicious songs.

14-20. The following sages came there—Marici, Atri,
Pulaha, Pulastya, Kratu, Angiras, Vasistha, Kasyapa,
Agastya, Vibhanda sou of Mandavi, Lomasa, Romacarana,
Bharadvaja, Gautama, Bhrgu, Galava, Garga, Jatiukarna,
Pari¢ara, Apastamba, Yijiiavalkya, Daksa, Vilmiki, Mud-
gala, Satatapa Likhita, Silida, Sankha, Uiicchabhuk, Jama-
dagni, Samvarta, Matanga, Bharata, ArSumian, Vyasa
Katyayana, Kutsa, Saunaka, Susruta, Suka, Rsyasrnga, Dur-
visas, Suci, Nirada, Tumburu, Uttarika, Vimadeva, Pavana,
Asita, Devala, Salankdyana, Harita, Visvamitra, Bhargava,
Mrkandu with his son, Parvata, Daruka, Dhaumya, Upa~
manyu Vatsa and others came to the happy hermitage of
Visvanara for the auspicious Santi ceremony. The -daugh-
ters of the sages too came there.

21. Brahma came therc with Brhaspati. Lord Visnu
came riding on Garuda as vehicle. The bull-bannered lord
came there with Gauri, Nandin, Bhrigi and others.



Satarudrasamhita 1131

22. Mahendra and other gods, the Naigas residing
in the nether regions came there. Taking gems with them
many great oceans and rivers came there.

23. Thousands of immobile beings came there in the
forms of the mobile beings. During the great festivities then
there was an untimely flood of moonlight.

24-25. Brahma himself performed the postnatal rite$?
after bowing to the infant. In consonance with his form
and beauty he gave him the name* of Grhapati on the
eleventh day in accordance with injunctions, repeating the
Vedic mantras,

26. After conterring blessings on everyone by reciting
the mantras from the four Vedas, Brahma left the place while
riding on the swan.

27. After affording proper safeguards for the child in
accordance with worldly conventions Siva returned to his
aboae on his vehicle along with Visnu.

28-30. The visitors praised the infant. They were at
the height of their joy. They spoke in unison <O what a
beauty ! What a splendour ! All the characteristic signs are
there in all the limbs. How fortunate is Sucigsmati ! Siva
himself is born. What is surprising in this ? Siva has in-
carnated in all devotees. Siva has been worshipped by her.”
Then they took leave of Visvanara and departed.

31. The eternal Veda says—*‘A person conquers the
worlds through a son’. Hence all householders wish for
a son. :

32. The house of a sonless person is a void. His
earnings are futile, His penance is split. It is not holy due
to the want of a son.

33. Both here and hereafter there is no better acquisi-
tion than a son; there is no better happiness than a son;
there is no greater friend than a son.

34. In the fourth month the rite of ‘crossing the

4%. See P. 1090 Note

44. The Nimakarana (name-giving) was more a custom than a
ceremony at first but it was later on included in the sarhskdras. The
ceremony is performed on an auspicious day ranging from the tenth up to
the first day of the second year.
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threshold” was performed by the father.4® At the end of six
months the rite of Annapiasana!® and at the end of a year
the tonsure ceremony*? was performed. .

35. The knower rites performed the Karnavedha rites
under the constellation of Sravana. In order to enhance his
brahminical splendour he made him perform an auspicious
Vrata®® in his fifth year.

36. After celebrating the Upakarma rite,® the intelligent
sage taught him the Vedas. The boy learned the Vedas for
a year with their ancillaries. He learnt the Padapatha and
Kramapatha of the Vedas.

37. Evincing his humility and other qualities, the
competent youth grzsped the lore almost by himself but for-

mally through the preceptor just as a medium.
38. 1In his ninth year, Narada came there to see

Grhapati, son of Visvinara, and found him engaged in ser-
ving his parents.

39. The divine sage reached the hut of Visvinara,
received due hospitality and seated himself. Eagerly he

enquired of his health.
40. He remembered the lotus-like feet of Siva and
mentioned to Vis$vanara the future fortune and activities of

his son.

41-42. Narada said to the boy “O son of Visvinara
come on. Sit on my lap. I shall study your characteristics.
Show me your right hand.” On being thus addressed, the
boy bowed to Nirada after receiving the permission of his

+». According to this Purdna, the ceremony of taking the child

out of the huuse is performed in the fourth menth. But there is a wide
option about the time of this samskara.

40. The rite of feeding the child for the first time is performed
in the sixth, cighth, ninth, tenth or even  at the expiry of a year. But
the right occasion is when the child’s teeth come out

47- The rite of shaving, cutting the hair and nails is performed to
remove the impurities and impart g od health. This is dopne at the end
of tirst year or before the expiry of the third year.

48. The cercmony of boring the cars of the child is performed as
precaution against hydroccle and hernia.  Cp Susruta, Cikitsa 1g. 21.

49. The rite of learning  alphabets  was peiformed in the fifth year
when the mind of the child was prepared 10 receive educatjon.

50. The cmremony of imtiation arose out of the civil needs of the
community at first.  But it received a  religious coloming later on. for
every functidn was in nced of religious sanction for its validity.
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parents. With great devotion the glorious child sat there
humbly.

Nandifvara said:—

43. Examining closely the palate, tongue etc. (of the
boy) the intelligent Narada spoke to ViSvanara, urged by
Siva.

Narada said:—
44. “O sage Visvanara, listen. I shall mention the

detailed characteristic marks of your son. Your son bears
good marks on every limb. He possesses all good signs.

45. But fate alone must guard this boy duly, this boy
who has all good qualities, who is characterised by all good
features and who is possessed of all pure digits in their
entirety.

46. This child should be protected with all efforts,
When the fate is adverse, even good qualities assume the
state of defects.

47. In the twelfth month from now 1 suspect a great
danger to him from lightning and fire.” After saying this
Narada returned to heaven the way he had come.

CHAPTER FIFTEEN
( The incarnation of Grhapati)

Nanditvara said :—

1. On hearing the revelation of Nirada, Visvinara and
his wife considered it a terrible bolt from the blue.

2. He shouted “O I am doomed !” He beat his chest.
Excited by the grief about his son he fell into a great swoon.

3. The grief-stricken Sucismati too lamented much.
Her senses were benumbed and she lamented aloud.

4. On hearing her loud lamentation, ViS$vinara woke
up from his swoon. He cried aloud “What is this? What
is this ? Where is Grhapati my vital breath who stands



1134 Sivapurana

outside and who is the lord of all the senses lodged within
me.

5. On seeing his parents excessively grieved, the boy
Grhapati, a part of Siva, smiled and said.

Grhapati said :—
6. O Mother, O Father, what is the reason? Please
tell me now. Why do both of you cry? What and whence

is such a fright for you?

7. Time and pitiable fickle existence cannot affect me,
whose body is guarded by the dust-particles of your feet.

8. O my parents, please listen to my vow, If I am
your true son, I will do that whereby death itself will be
terrified.

9. I shall propitiate lord Siva, the conqueror of
death, the omniscient and the bestower of all to the good. I
shall perform the Japa of Mahikila. O parents, I am
telling you the truth.

Nandifvara said :—

10. On hearing his words the aged branmn couple
were freed of their distress by the untimely showers of nectar.
They then spoke.

The brakmin couple said :—

11. Say again. Say again. What is it? What is it?
Speak again. Time and pitiable fickle existence will not
affect you?

12. A great means has peen suggested by you to dis-
pel our distress, that of the propitiation of lord Siva, the
conqueror of death.

"13. The same is the result for those who seck refuge
in Siva who dispels sins and does every thing beyond the
path of our desirc. There is nothing better than this.

14. O dear, haven’t you heard that the slayer of
the Tripuras protected, in days of yore, Svetaketu who was
bound by the noose of Kila?

15. When Silida’s son was threatened by death, when
he was only eight, Siva saved him and made him his own
attendant as Nandin, the delighter of the whole universe.



Satarudrasamhita 1135

16. He protected the three worlds by drinking off the
terrible poison as fearful as the fire at the hour of dis-
solution, when it was produced at the churning of the milk-
ocean.
17. With the wheel raised up by the line drawn with
his beautiful toe he killed the haughty Jalandhara who had
deprived the three worlds of their pleasure.

18. He burnt the Tripuras, who were haughty and
deluded by their lordship of the three worlds, by means of
the blazing fires emanating from the fall of a single arrow.

19. Even as Brahmid and others were watching, he
reduced Kiama to ashes by a single glance, Kima whose
strength had been enhanced by his conquest of the three
worlds.

20. O son, seek refuge in that Siva, the amulet of
protection of the universe, the sole creator of Indra, Acyuta,
Brahma and others.

Nandisvara said : —

21. Thus he secured the permission of his parents. He
bowed at their feet and circumambulated them. He then
pacified them and started.

22-25. He reached Kasi inaccessible even to Brahma,
Visnu and others, He reached Kaisi that dispels all recur-
ring distress, that is protected by Vis$vesa, that shines with
the celestial river Ganga as with a necklace round its neck,
that shines splendidly by the presence of Parvati, the consori
of Siva and of wonderful qualitics. After reaching Kasi he
went to Manikarniki at the outset. After taking bath in
accordance with the injunctions of the Sastras he saw Lord
Visve§vara®! with palms joined and head bent in reverence.
The intelligent brahmin was greatly delighted. He bowed
to lord Siva who instils life into and protects the three worlds.

26. Seeing that phallic image of Siva again and again
he was delighted in his heart and thought—<¢“Undoubtedly
this is possessed of great bliss.”

51. Installed at Vir#nasi, Visvesvara is one of the twelve, great
phallic images of lord Siva. It has been for many centuries the chief
object of worship. Its propitiation is said to result in the increase of
material wealth and spiritual attainment.
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27. Ha, there is none more blessed than I in the three
worlds consisting of the mobile and immobile beings since
today I have seen here the lord Vi$vesvara. ‘

28. It is only to enhance my good fortune that sage
Narada formerly came and told me that. I am therefore
very much contented.

29-31. By the nectarine juice of bliss he concluded the
sacred rite. Then on an auspicious day he installed the
phallic image, the bestower of all benefits. He adopted austere
rites difficult to be performed by those who have no control
over themselves. He filled pots with the water of the Ganga
strained and purified by means of a cloth. Every day he
bathed the phallic image with hundred and eight potfulls
of water. Then he put a garland of blue lotus round the
deity.

32. He wreathed the garlands with a thousand and
eight flowers. He ate fruits, roots and bulbous roots once
in a fortnight or a month.

33. The courageous devotee spent six months by eat-
ing withered leaves. The remaining six months he spent

drinking drops of water or simply Dbreathing.
34. O Brahmins, thus a year in the life of that noble

soul passed by, performing the penance with the devoted

mind resting only in Siva.
35. In the twelfth year of his life, the thunderbolt-

armed Indra approached him as if fulfilling the utterance

of Nairada.
36. He said—<O brahmin, I am Indra, I am delighted

at your holy rites. Ask for the boon you wish to have. I shall
give you whatever desire you have in your mind.
37. On hearing the words of lord Indra, the son of the

sage spoke these words boldly and sweetly.

Grhapati said :—
38. O Indra, O enemy of Vytra, I know you as armed
with the thunderbolt. I do not want a boon from you. Siva

is the granter of boon to me.”

Indra said :—
39. O child, Siva is not separate from me. I am the
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lord of gods. Give up your foolhardiness and ask for a boon
from me. Do not delay.

Grhapati said :—
40. O Paramour of Ahalya’?, O wicked one, O enemy
of mountains, O chastiser of Paka, it is quite clear that I

shall not ask any other god except Siva for a boon.

Nandifvara said:—

41. On hearing his words, Indra’s eyes turned red
with fury. He raised his terrible thunderbolt and threatened
the boy with dire consequences.

42. On seeing the thunderbolt with the flames of light-
ning, the boy remembered the words of Narada. He became
frightened and fell into a swoon.

43. Then Siva, the lord of Parvati, the dispeller of
darkness appeared in front. As though enlivening him with
gentle strokings he said :—‘Stand up. Stand up. May good
come up to you.”

44. Opening his eyes rescmbling the lotus that had
gone to sleep at the end of the day and getting up, he saw
Siva shining more brilliantly than hundred suns.

45-49. Seeing the lord with the eyes in the fore-head,
blue-necked, bull-bannered, moon-crested, with Parvati oc-
cupying the left side, shining with matted hair, armed with
the trident and Ajagava bow, possessed of limbs shining white
like camphor, clad in the elephant’s hide, he recognised the
lord as the great God described in the Agamas and statements
of his preceptor. He was delighted and he evinced the thrill
of hair. For a moment he stood motionless like the mount-
ain Citrakata.* He forgot himself like a man suddenly
becoming rich. He was unable to eulogise or bow down or
plead for anything. Then Siva smiled and said.

Siva said :—
50, O child Grhapati, I know that you are frightened

52. The epithet speaks contemptuously of Indra. He is called, the
seducer of Ahalya—the wife of thc sage Gawtama. for which hc was
cursed by the sage. As a result of Gautama’s imprecation Indra bore a
thousand marks resembling a [emale organ which afterwards changed

to eyes.
aThe text of the sccond Pida of Verse 84 is defective.
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of Indra with the thunderbolt in his lifted hand. Don’t
be afraid, I only wanted to know your nature.

51. Neither Indra, nor the thunderbolt, nor even the
god of death is powerful to mole:t my devotee. You have
been terrified by me alone in the form of Indra.

52. O gentle one, I shall grant you the boon. I confer
the title of Agni on you. I authorise you to grant boons to
whatever deity you think fit.

53. O Agni, you will be moving in the midst of all
mortals. Acquire kingship as the guardian of the quarter
in the south-east.

54. The pballic image installed by you will be known
by your name. It will be known as Agni§vara and it will
be conducive to the enhancement of all splendour.

55. The devotees of Agni$vara need not fear lightning
and fire. They will never suffer from impaired digestion or
premature death.

56. A person who worships Agni§vara, the bestower of
prosperity, at Varanasi, is honoured in the region of fire even
if, by chance, he dies elsewhere.

Nandifvara said :—

57. After saying this and fetching his kinsmen Siva
crowned him as the guardian of the quarter. Even as the
parents watched it, Siva entered his phallic image

58. Thus, O dear, the incarnation of Siva as fire has
been explained to you. This incarnation of Siva, the great
soul, is famous as Grhapati also.

59. The city of Citrahotra is beautiful, pleasant and
finely lustrous. Those who are devotees of fire stay there.

60. People of steady Sattvika quality and control over
their sense-organs, who enter fire, or women endowed with
Sattva quality become as lustrous as fire.

61. Brahmins performing Agnihotra regularly, Brahma-
carins maintaining sacrificial fires, and those who stay amidst
five fires become as splendrous as fire in the region of fire.

62. He who makes gifts of bundles of fuel during
winter for alleviating chillness or he who makes fire-bricks
(of cow-dung) stays with fire.
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63. He who faithfully performs the rites of' cremation
for the unclaimed bodies or he who urges others to do so,
himself being incapable, is honoured in the region of fire.

64. Fire alone is the greatest means of salvation for

the brahmins. He is the preceptor, the lord, the sacred rite,
the holy centre. Certainly everything is fire.

65. All unholy things become pure the moment they
come into contact with fire. Therefore fire is called Purifier,

66. The fire is certainly the immanent soul of man,
Even morsels of flesh it will digest in the stomach, but not
the muscles of women.

67. The fiery form of Siva isin the form of the
fire visible. Excepting this what else is seen as creative,
protective and destructive ?

68. Fire is the eye of the lord of the three worlds.
In this world of pitch darkness what else than this becomes
the illuminator?

69. The incense, the lights, the food offerings, milk,
curd, ghee and sugarcane juice—all these go unto the dwel-
lers of heaven when offered into the fire here.

CHAPTER SIXTEEN
( Siva’s Incarnation as Yaksesvara)

Nandtévara said:—
1. O great sage, listen to the Yakse$vara incarnation
of Siva, that dispels the arrogance of the arrogant and lets

the devotion of the good flourish.
2. Formerly, the powerful gods and the Daityas moti-
vated by the desire to gain their selfish ends churned the milk

ocean for achieving nectar.
3. When the churning of the milk ocean started as

the gods and demons wanted nectar, poison blazing as the
fire of dissolution came out at first,
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4. O dear, at the sight of it, the gods and the daityas
were highly agitated and fnghtened They fled from there
immediately and sought refuge in Siva.

5. After seeing Siva, the crestjewel of all the gods,
all of them including Visnu devoutly bent their heads and
bowed to Visnu with devotion.

6. Then the delighted lord Siva favourably disposed to
the devotees, quaffed off the terrible poison afflicting gods
and Asuras.

7. The lord retained obliquely the acute poison that
he drank, in his neck. He shone much thereby and became
Blue-necked.

8. Released from the burning sensation of the poison
thanks to the blessings of Siva, the gods and the Asuras
began to churn again.

9. O sage, many gems came out of it, but O sage, it
was the nectar that the gods and the Danavas prized much.

10. Not the Asuras, but the gods drank the nectar,
thanks to the favour of Visnu. Then a great battle ensued
between them inflicting pain on both.53

11. A mutual clash occurred between the gods and the
Danavas, O sage. The moon was eclipsed by Rihu and fled
in terror of Rahu.

12. He went to the abode of Siva extremely agitated
by fe.r and sought Siva’s protection. Saying Protect me
O Lord, protect me” he bowed to the lord and eulogised
him.

13. Lord Siva, the bestower of protection to the good,
and favourably disposed to his devotees, wore the moon on
his head as the latter had sought refuge.

14. Then Ridhu too, came there. He bowed to and
eulogtsed lord Siva with reverence by means of sweet vords.

15. Realising his desire, Siva fixed on to his neck his
head that had been formerly cut off by Visnu, and that
was known as Ketu.

16. Then the Asuras were defeated by the gods in the
battle. By drinking nectar the gods had become powerful
and gained victory.

54. The text of the fourth feot of this verse is corrupt.
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17. Deluded by Siva’s Miya, Visnu and others became
very haughty. Their strength began to take root and sprout
within them.

18. O sage, then Lord Siva, the suppressor of arro-
gance, became a Yaksa. He hastened to the place, O sage,
where the gods were stationed.

19. On seeing Visnu and all other gods arrogant in
their minds, lord Siva, the lord of Yaksas and the suppressor
of arrogance spoke.

Yaksefvara said:—
20. O ye gods, why have you all assembled here.
What is your goal ? Tell me the reason as I ask unto you.

The gods said—

21. O lord, a terrible battle took place here wherein
all the Asuras were killed. The few that remained fled
away.

22. We are great heroes and powerful slayers of the
Daityas. How insignificant in strength are those Daityas in
front of us !

Nandisfvara said :—

23. On hearing the arrogant words of those gods,
lord Siva, the suppressor of arrogance, in the form of Yaksa
said.

Yaksesvara said:—

24. O ye gods, you listen to my words with attention.
I shall tell you the truth that will dispel arrogance.

25. Do not be arrogant. There is another lord who
is the creator and annihilator. You have forgotten the great
lord. You boast too much but you are devoid of strength.

26. If you are proud and think that you know your
strength to be great, O gods, split this blade of grass placed
by me, with your own weapons.

NandiSvara said:—

27. Saying this, Siva in the form of Yaksa, the goal
of the good, placed a blade of grass before them and dispel-
led their arrogance.
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28. Then Visnu and other gods professing to be
heroic exerted their manliness and hurled their respective
weapons.

29. But the weapons of the gods, were rendered fruitless
before the power of Siva, the destroyer of the arrogance of
the deluded.

30. Then a celestial voice arose that dispelled the
surprise of the gods—“O gods this Yaksa is Siva who

removes the arrogance of the arrogant.
31. The lord himself is the creator, sustainer and

annihilator. The living beings are powerful thanks onlv to
his power. Otherwise they are not powerful.

32. Deluded by the power of his illusion you have
become arrogant and have not realised lord Siva, who is
the very knowledge embodied.

33. O hearing the celestial voice they became divested
of their arrogance. They had realised Yakse$vara. They

bowed to and eulogised him.

The gods said:—

34. O lord of the gods, the dispeller of arrogance, O
Yakse§vara of great sports, O lord, your Miya is wonderful.

35. Even now we are deluded by this Miya of yours
in the form of Yaksa. Hence, separated from you we began
to speak arrogantly before you.

36. O lord, thanks to your grace, alone, knowledge
has dawned on us. O Siva, you alone are the creator,
sustainer and annihilator, none else.

37. You alone are the initiator and the withdrawer
of all powers. You are lord of all, the great soul, the
unchanging, the unrivalled.

38. In the form of Yakseévara you have removed our
arrogance. With sympathy and kindness we think we have
been blessed by you.

39. Then the Yaksandtha blessed the gods enlightened
them with various instructions and vanished there itself.

40. Thus has been described the pleasant incarnation
of Siva called Yakse$vara that bestows pleasure, satisfaction
and protection of the good.
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41. The narrative is sacred; it dispels all arrogance;
it bestows peace, worldly pleasure and salvation upon all good
men.

42. The intelligent man who listens to or narrates
this with devotion attains all desires. Then he attains
salvation.

CHAPTER SEVENTEEN
( The incarnations of Siva)

Nandikesvara said:—

1. Now listen to the first ten incarnations of Siva
beginning with that of Mahakila. They are resorted to with
devotion and explained in Upasanakanda.

2. The first incarnation is that of Mahikila, the bes-
tower of worldly pleasures and liberation to the good. Sakti
there, is Mahakali® who bestows the desired fruits on the
devotees.

3. The second incarnation is called Tara. Sakti there,
is Tara. Both of them confer worldly pleasures and salvation
on their attendants.

4, The lord of worlds called Bala is glorified as the
third incarnation. Sakti there, is Sivi that bestows plea-
sure on the good.

5. SrividyeSa Soda$a is the fourth incarnation and
Srividya, Sivi Soda$i is the Sakti. They confer pleasure on
the devotees and yield worldly pleasures as well as salvation.

6. The fifth incarnation is famous as Bhairava, who
bestows desires on the devotees. Sakti there is Bhairavi who
bestows desires on good worshippers.

7. The sixth incarnation of Siva is glorified as Chin-
namastaka who confers desires. Sakti there, is Dhiimavati who
bestows all desires on the devotees.

54. The concept of god (in the male form) and his Energy (in
the female form) is not peculiar to Siva-cult alone. It belongs to
almost every god—Visnu, Brahm&, Indra and others. It is found in
pairs —Siva-Sivid, Visnu-Vaisnavi, Brahma-Brahm#oi, Indra-Indiini. The
Present chapter mentions the clevent incarnations of Siva and their re-
pective Encrgies.
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8. The seventh incarnation of Siva is Dhiimavin, the
bestower of the fruits of all desires. Saktit here, is Dhiimavati
who bestows all desires on the good worshippers.

9. The eighth pleasant incarnation of Siva is Bagala-
mukha. Sakti there, is Bagalimukhi who is also famous as
Mahananda.

10. The ninth incarnation of Siva is glorified as Ma-
tafiga. Sakti there, is Matangi who bestows the fruits of all
desires.

11. The tenth incarnation of Siva is Kamala, the
bestower of fruits of worldly pleasures and salvation. Sakti
there, is Kamala, the protectress of her own devotees.

12. The ten incarnations of Siva are pleasing as they
confer worldly pleasures and salvation. They bestow every-
thing on good devotees.

13. These ten incarnations of Siva the great soul
bestow different kinds of pleasures on those who always resort
to them without aberrations.

14. O sage, the glory of the ten in:arnations of Siva
has thus been described. It bestows all desires as explained
in the Tantra$astra and other treatises,

15. O sage, the greatness of these Saktis too is wonder-
ful. It bestows all desires and shall be known as explained
in Tantradastra and other treatises.

16. The different Saktis are considered in such activi-
ties as destroying enemies etc. They punish the wicked and
enhance brahminical splendour.

17. O Brahmin, thus I have explained to you the ten
incarnations of Siva along with his Sakti, beginning with
Mahiakala. They are all auspicious.

18. He who reads this sacred narrative during the
festivals of Siva, with great devotion becomes a great favou-
rite of Siva.

19. A brahmin attains the sacred splendour of Brahman;
Ksatriya becomes victorious; a VaiSya becomes lord of wealth
and a Sidra attains happiness.

20. The devotees of Siva maintaining their respective
duties and listening to this narrative become especially happy
and devoted to Siva.
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CHAPTER EIGHTEEN
(Siva’s Eleven Incarnations)

Siva said :—

I. Listen to the eleven excellent incarnations of Siva
on hearing which obstacles due to intimate contact with
worldly objects ctc. do not torment.

2. Formerly Indra and other gods defeated by the
Asuras left their capital Amaravati’® due to fear.

3. The gods harrassed by the Daityas went to Kasyapa.
Highly agitated, they bowed down to him with palms joined
and shoulders drooping.

4. After eulogising well, the gods made tbe submission
respectfully. They intimated to him their misery due to that
defeat.

5. O dear, on hcaring the misery of the gods their
father Kasyapa whose mind was attached to Siva, was much
distressed.

6. O sage, the sage consoled and encouraged them.
With his mind regaining calmness he joyously went to Kaséi
presided over by lord Vi§vesvara.

7. Taking his ceremonial bath in the waters of the
Ganga and performing due rites, he worshipped Lord Vis$-
vedvara, lord of the universe, accompanied by Parvati.

8. With the desire for the benefit of the gods he joy-
ously installed Sivalinga and performed an elaborate penance
with Siva as the cbject of pursuit.

9. A long time elapsed, O sage, as he boldly per-
formed penance with his mind attached to the lotus-like feet
of Siva

10. In order to grant the boon to that sage whose
mind was devoted to his feet, Siva, kinsman of the distressed
and goal of the good, appeared in front of him.

11. The delighted Siva who is favourably disposed
towards his devotees said to Kasyapa, the best of his devotees,

to ask for the boon.

55- It is the capital of Indra’s heaven, famous for its greatness and
splendour. It is called Devapura, ‘city of gods’ and Pusdbhésd, ‘sun.
splendour’ and by various other names.
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12. On sceing lord Siva, the delighted Kasyapa bowed
to him with palms joined in reverence. Ka$yapa, the pro-
genitor of the gods, eulogised him with contentmeng in his
mind.

Ka$yapa said

13. O lord Siva, lord of the gods, favourably disposed
towards those who seek refuge in you, you are the lord of all,
the great soul, achievable only through meditation, the un-
equalled and unchanging.

14. O lord Siva, you are the restrainer of evil forces.
You are the goal of the good, kinsman of the distressed, ocean of
mercy and intellectually efficient in protecting your devotees.

15. O lord, these gods are your own. They are espe-
cially devoted to you. Now they are defeated by the Asuras.
Save them from distress.

16. Even Visnu cannot move in this matter. He has
frequently pressed you for this job. The gods have sought
refuge in me intimating their misfortune.

17. O lord of the chiefs of the gods, O destroyer of
the miseries of the gods, it is for this that I have performed
this penance and resorted to you. My purpose has now been
fulfilled by you since you are pleased.

18. O lord, I have sought refuge in you by all means
O lord, please fulfill my desire. Please dispel the misery of
the gods.

19. O lord of gods, I too am much distressed at the
misfortune of my sons. O lord, - make me happy. You are the
source of succour to the heaven-dwellers.

20 O lord Siva, the gods and the Yaksas, born as
my sons, have been defeated by the powerful Asuras. Be
the bestower of bliss on the gods.

21, O lord Siva, do help the gods always lest the
harassment by the Asuras should afflict them.

NandiSvara said :—

22. On being thus requested, lord, Siva said “So be it”
and even as he was watching he vanished there.

23. Kasdyapa too was delighted. Immediately he re-
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turned to his abode. He eagerly intimated to the gods all tne
details. .

24, Then, in order to keep his promise Siva was born
of Surabhi assuming eleven forms.

25. There was great jubilation then. Everything be-
came auspicious. The gods and the sage Kasyapa became
delighted.

26-27. These are the eleven Rudras born of Surabhi
(I) Kapilin (2) Pingala (3) Bhima (4) Viripiksa (5) Vi-
lohita (6) Sastr (7) Ajapad (8) Ahirbudhnya (9) Siva
(10) Canda and (11) Bhava. They were born for the aid
to the gods. They are identical with Siva and the cause of
happiness.

28. Those Rudras, born of Kasyapa, rendering help
to the gods, slew the Daityas in the battle. They were heroes
of great strength and exploit.

29. By the grace of those Rudras, the gods conquered
the Asuras and were rid of fear. Indra and other gods had
peace of mind and ruled over their own kingdom.

30 Even today the great Rudras, identical with Siva,
shine always in the sky for the protection of the gods.

31. Those Rudras favourably disposed towards their
devotees took up their residence in the north-eastern city of
Isana, Experts in different kinds of sports they sport about
there always.

32. The Rudras glorified as their followers and retainers
are crores in number. They are stationed everywhere in the
three worlds, undividedly.

33. O dear, thus the eleven Rudra incarnations of
Siva, pleasing to all the worlds have been described to you.

34. This narrative is pure, it destroys all sins. It is
conducive to wealth, fame and longevity. It yields all desires.

35. He who listens to or reads this with pious heart
enjoys all pleasures here and attains liberation hercafter.

56. The names of eleven Rudras differ in different Purigas. Born
of Surabhi from Ka!gpa, residing in the North eastern regions, these were
directed to protect the gods against the Asuras. The Purdpas speak of
Rudras emanated from these and stationed in the three worlds for carrying
out the task of protecting the good against the wicked.
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CHAPTER NINETEEN
( The Narrative of Durvdsas)

Nandisvara said :—

l. O great sage, now listen lovingly to another story
of Siva, how Siva was born as Durvisas for the maintenance
of virtue.

2. Atri, son of Brahma, was a great sage. He was
holy and a knower of Brahman. He was the husband of
Anasiya. He was intelligent and he strictly followed the
orders of Brahma.

3. At the direction of Brahma he went to the moun-
tain Rksakula’? accompanied by his wife in order to per-
form penance there, with the desire to get son.

4. On the banks of the river Nirvindhya,’® the sage
who had controlled his breath and had freed himself from
mutually clashing emotions performed a great penance for
a hundred vyears.

5. He decided in his mind thus—, ¢let that sole great
lord, whoever he 1is, who is free from aberrations, grant me
the boon of a son.”

6. A long time clapsed while he performed the holy
penance. A holy flame of fire came out of him.

7. O great sage, the worlds were almost burnt by that
flame. Indra and other gods and the celestial sages too
were afflicted by it.

8. Then, highly distressed by that flame, O sage, Indra
and other gods and the sages hastened to the abode of Bra-
hma.

9. After bowing to and eulogising Brahma the gods
mentioned to him their grief. O dear, Brahmd immediately
went to Visnu’s region along with the god.

57 WO is a misprint for Rkyakula. The namec Rksa (mod.
Satpura) was applicd to a section of the Vindhya range lying to the
north of the Narmadi river while the Vindhya distinguishcd from the
Rksa denoted the chain lying to the south, See Sircar : GAMI Pp. 49, 56;
Bhig. P. iv i. 17-18; also G.D. Day’s map of Ancient India. .

38. 'The river Nirvindhyd issucs from the Rksa (Satpura) mountain
and flows through Vindhyaiavi.
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10. O sage, after reaching there along with the gods
Brahmi bowed to and eulogised Visnu and mentioned his
endless grief to him.

11. Visnu too, accompanied by Brahmi and the gods
hastened to Rudra’s abode. After reaching it he bowed to
and culogised lord Siva.

12. After eulogising him Visnu mentioned to Siva his
grief caused by the flame due to the penance of Atri.

13. O sage, thus gathering there, together, Brahma,
Visnu and Siva consulted one another about the welfare of
the worlds.

14. The three deities Brahma and others, foremost
among the bestowers of boons, went to the hermitage of Atri
immediately to grant him the boon.

15. Onseeing them marked by their respective charac-
teristic signs, the excellent sage Atri bowed to and eulogised
them respectfully by uttering pleasing words.

16. The surprised brahmin, the humble son of Brah-
ma spoke to those deities Brahma, Visnu and Siva, with palms
joined in reverence.

Atri said :—

17. O Brahma, O Visnu, O Siva, you are worthy of
being worshipped by the three worlds. You are lords and
masters and the cause of creation, maintenance and annihi-
lation.

18. Accompanied by my wife, I meditated only on a
single lord for obtaining a son, that lord whoever he may be,
who is famous as I$vara.

19. How is it that you three dcities, the foremost
among the bestowers of boons have come here ? Please
dispel my doubt and then grant me the desired boon.

20. On hearing his words, the three deities replied
““O great sagc, what has occurred is in accordance with
what you have conceived.

2l. We thrce are great lords and equally leading
among the granters of hoons. Hence three sons originating
from our parts will be born to vou.

22. They will be known in the world as enhancers of
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their parent’s reputation.” After saying this, the three deities
returned to their abodes joyously.

23. After securing the boon, the sage joyously rgturned
to his hermitage accompanied by Anasiiya. O sage, he was
delighted and he experienced the bliss of the supreme Brahman.

24. Then Brahmi, Visnu and Siva, the delighted ex-
ponents of different kinds of sports, took their incarnations
as the sons of his wife.

25. The part of Brahma was born as the moon in
Anasiiyd from the great sage. Hurled by the gods into the
ocean he alone could come out of it.

26. O sage, the part of Visnu was born of that lady,
wife of Atri, as Datta by whom the great path of renunci-
ation was expanded.

27. The part of Siva was born of that wife of Atri as
the excellent and leading sage Durvasas who propagated ex-
cellent virtue.

28. Siva by becoming Durvisas, the enhancer of Brah-
minical splendour, tested the piety of many people. He
was merciful.

29. The king Ambarisa, a scion of the solar dynasty,
was tested by him. O great sage, listen to that story.

30. The king Ambarisa was the lord of the earth
consisting of seven continents.®® He observed the rite of Ek-
adasi regularly with steady restraint.

31. The king had the firm resolve that he would per-
form the rite of breaking fast on the Dvadasi day.

32. Coming to know of his regular observance the
excellent sage Durvisas, born of Siva’s part approached him
with many disciples.

33. The king was about to take his breakfast realising
that very little of Dvada$i was left on that day when the
sage came there. The king invited him for food.

59. The seven Dvipas are Jambu, Plaksa, Salmali, Kuda, Kraufica,
Saka and Pugkara. They are surrounded by the Occans of salt, sugar-
cane, wine, butter, curd, milk and water. See Agnip. 108. 1-3. In this
concept, the world comprises of seven Dvipas or continents. Jambu is the
central Dvipa surrounded by an Ocean of salt water. Round this Ocean
is Plaksa Dvipa encompassed by the Ocean of sugarcane-juice and so on.
Thus the seven Dvipas are surrounded by seven scas. S.M. Ali. Geography
of the Purinas, Ch. II. on Puranic continents and Oceans.
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34. Then the sage Durvasas went away for his cere-
monial ablution, accompanied by his disciples In order to
test the king, the sage purposely delayed there.

35. Realising that there would be violation of sacred
injunction otherwise, the king took in a small quantity of
water and waited for the arrival of the sage.

36-37. In the meantime the sage returned. Knowing
that the king had already had his breakfast, the sage, born
«f Siva’ part, who had assumed that form for the testing of
piety, became very furious with the king. He spoke very
harsh woids for testing his piety.

Durvasas said:—

38. O base king, after inviting but without feeding
me you have taken in water. I shall show you the fruit
thereof. For I am the chastiser of the wicked.

3¢.4G.  After saying this he stood up, his eyes turned
ved due to fury and attempted to burn him. Immediately,
i‘udarfara the discus of the lord blazed forth to protect the
king an buin the sage unmindful of the fact that he was
the part of Siva. It had been deluded by the Miya of Siva.

4l. In the meantime an unembodied celestial voice
spoke to Ambarisa, the noble soul, the devotee of Brahmai

and Visy ;

The celestial coice said:—

42. C king, this discus had bcen given to Visnu by
Siva. Itis qow blazing against Durvasas. Quieten it.

43. TLis sage Durvisas is Siva himself whose discus
had been given to Visnu. O excellen king, do not take
him for an ordinary sage.

44. It was to test your piety that this great sage came.
Seek refuge in him. Otherwise there will be a great destruc-
tion.

NandiSvara said :— |

45. O great sage, after saying thus, the celestial voice
stopped. Ambarisa too eulogised the sage who was the part
of Siva himself.
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Ambarisa said :—

46. If I possess the merit of charity and sacrifice, if
my spiritual duty has been well performed by me, and if
our family considers brahmins godly, let the weapon of
Visnu turn calmi.

47. If our lord, favourably disposed to his devotees,
is delighted with my devotion let this missile Sudarsana
become quite calm.

Nandifvara said:—
48-49. While be eulogised in front of Durvisas, the

discus Sudar$ana that originally belonged to Siva became
calm in all respects. Knowing him to be bLiva’s part, the
king Ambarisa, who had regained the composure of mind
bowed to the sage whom he realised as Siva’s incarnation
come there to test his vow.

50. The sage, born of Siva’s part, was much delighted.
He took his meals and granted him the desired boon. Then
he returned to his abode.

51. O sage, I have narrated the story of Durvasas in
the course of his test of Ambarisa. O great sage, listen to
another story of his.

52. O sage, through the condition stipulated by Kila
in the form of a sage he conducted the test of Rima, son
of Dasaratha.

53. At the very same time Laksmana was obstinately
sent in by Durvasas. O sage, Rima immediately forsook his
brother in accordance with the earlier agreement.

54. The story has been diversely narrated and spread
in the world by the sages. It is known by all means to the
scholars. Hence it is not mentioned in detail by me.

55. Knowing his promise steady and resolute, the sage
was highly delighted. The delighted sage Durvasas granted
him the desired boons.

56. He had tested the resoluteness of lord Krsna too.
O excellent sage, listen to that also. I shall tell you that
story also.

57. At the request of Brahma, Visnu was born as the
son of Vasudeva in order to ease the burden of the Earth
as well as to protect the good.
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58. Lord Kryna slew the wicked, the great sinners,
those who harassed the brahmins and the knaves. He pro-
tected all good men and brahmins.

59. Krspa, son of Vasudeva, showed great devotion to
Brahmins. Everyday he fed many brahmins with many
juicy articles.

60. The fame that Krgna was especially devoted to the
brahmins spread everywhere. O sage, desirous of seeing him,
the sage approached Kpsna.

61. He tied Krsna and his consort Rukmini to the
chariot and sat himself in the chariot. Krsna bore the chariot
delightfully.

62. The sage descended the chariot. He was delighted
at the steadfastness of Krsna and blessed him with the
boon that his body would become adamantine.

63. O sage, once the excellent sage Durvasas was taking
bath in the celestial river Ganga® when he became naked. He
became a curious object of sight and was ashamed.

64. Draupadi who was taking bath there provided him
with the cut-piece of her garment and thus saved him from
dishonour.

65. As the piece of cloth reached him being carried
by the current, the sage covered his private parts with it.
He was therefore pleased with her.

66. He granted her the boon of ever increasing folds
of cloth. Later, Draupadi made the Pindavas happy due
to that boon.

67. That holy sage gave directive to Visnu and des-
troyed two wicked kings who had insulted him in the form
of two young ones of swans.

68. By his excellent brahminical splendour he estab-
lished the path of renunciation in the world in accordance
with the order and injunctions of the sacred lore.

69. By instructions and enlightenment he uplifted
many. By imparting knowledge he made many liberated.

60. The Ganges flowing from the toe of Vignu is called the celestial
river. .
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70. Thus the sage Durvasas had a variegated and
wonderful life, conducive to wealth, fame and longevity. To
the listeners it yields all desires. .

71. He who hears or reads the story of Durviasas with
devotion and joy will be happy here and hereafter.

CHAPTER TWENTY

( The Incarnation of Hanamat and his story)
Nandisvara said :—

1. O sage, henceforth listen lovingly to the story of
Hanimat, how Siva performed excellent sports in that form.

2. Out of love, Lord Siva rendered great help to Rama.
O brahmin, listen to the whole of that story which is pleasing
to all.

3. Once lord Siva of wonderful sports saw Visnu in
the form of an enchantress with glittering qualities.

4, As if hit by the arrows of Cupid, Siva let fall his
semen dislodged from its seat, for Rama’s work.

5. Eagerly urged by him mentally for Rama’s work,
the seven celestial sages retained that semen in a leaf.

6. For Rama’s work that semen was poured through
the ears of Afijani, the daughter of Gautama, by those sages.

7. In due course Siva was born of it in the form of
a monkey named Haniimat. He had great strength and
exploit,

8. Evenas a child the lord of monkeys, Hanimat
was very powerful. Early in the morning he took the disc
of the sun for a small fruit and wanted to eat it.

9. At the request of the gods he left it. Knowing him
to be an incarnation of Siva of great power the gods and
the sages granted him boons.

10. Highly delighted he approached his mother and
eagerly told her everything in detail.

11. At her behest the bold monkey went to the sun
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every day and learnt all lore from the sun without any
strain.

12. The excellent monkey, a part of Siva approached
Sugriva, a part of the sun, at his behest, after getting the
permission of his mother.

13. Sugriva who had been exiled by his elder brother
Bili who enjoyed his (Sugriva’s) wife, stayed on the mountain
Rsyamika®! along with Hanimat.

14. The intelligent monkey born of a part of Siva
became Sugriva’s minister and did everything beneficial to
him in every respect.

15. He made him enter into a pleasing alliance with
Rima who came there along with his brother and who was
sad because his wife had been abducted by Ravana.

16. Rama slew the powerful monkey Bali who was a
sinner as he enjoyed his brother’s wife and who professed to
he a great hero.

17. Then at the behest of Rima, O dear, the intel-
ligent and leading monkey Haniimat went out in search of
Sita along with many monkeys.

18. On knowing that she was in Lanka. the leading
monkey quickly jumped acioss the ocean, never before crossed
by any and reached Lanka.®

19. There he performed wonderful exploits and handed
over the excellent token of recognition of his lord Rama to
Sita.

90. Narrating the endeavours of Rama for the pro-
tection of her life, the heroic leader of monkeys dispelled the
sorrow of Sita.

21. Taking a token from her he turned back to go
towards Rima. On the way he broke Ravana’s park and
killed many Raksasas.

9. At the same time he killed Ravana’s son also
along with many Raksasas. That fearless monkey of great
exploits wrought a havoc there.

61. Ryyamikagiri, associated with the life of Rdma, is placed in the
south about three miles from Vijayanagara.

62. The identification of Lanka is controversial. According to the
present context, Lankd, the capital of Rivana, lay to the south of Rsya-
iniika in the island of Ceylon surrounded by the sea.
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23-24. O sage, when the powerful Ridvana bound
him with oil-dripping cloths and set fire to them, the mon-
key, a part of Siva himself, jumped about and making that
a pretext burnt the city of Lanka.

25. After burning Lanka except the mansion of Bi-
bhisana, the heroic leader of monkeys jumped into the
ocean.

26. Thereby extinguishing the fire from his tail he
reached the other shore. Not at all tired or grieved the
monkey born of a part of Siva approached Rima.

27. The rapid and excellent monkey Hanimat
reached Rama’s side without delay and handed over the
crest-jewel of Sita.

28. At his behest, the powerful hero, gathered many
mountains through the hosts of monkeys and built a bridge
in the ocean.

29. At the time when he was about to cross the ocean,
Riama installed a phallic image of Siva and worshipped it
with a dersire to be victorious.

30. Seccuring his boon of victory, he crossed the ocean,
surrounded Lankd with the monkey:s ard fought against
the Raksasas.

31. The heroic Hanamat slew many Asuras and pro
tected Rama’s army. He enlivened Laksmana by the medici-
nal herb Sanjivani when he was wounded by Meghanida’s
javelin.

32. The lordly son of Siva made Rama and Laksmana
happy in every respect. He protected the entire army.

33. The untiring monkey destroyea Ravana, his family
and his followers. The monkey, the storehouse of great
strength made the gods happy.

*34. He slew the demon Mahirivana and brought
Rama and Lakgymana from his place to their own after guar-
ding them well.

35. The leading monkey quickly carried out the tasks
of Rama by all means, made the Asuras bow down and
submit and performed various sports.

63. It was a medicinal herh that healed the injured and restored
the uncepnscious to life.
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36. Himself a leader of devotees, he made Siti and
Rama happy. He, the lord of monkeys, established the cult
of devotion to Rama in the world.

37. Indeed he was the Incarnation of Siva the lord
and uplifter of devotees. He was the life-saviour of Laksmana
and the destroyer of the arrogance of all Daityas.

38. He was the heroic Hanimat who carried the tasks
of Rama always. In the world he is called Rama’s messen-
ger. He is favourably disposed to his devotees. He is the
slayer of Daityas.

39. Thus O dear, thc excellent story of Haniimat has
been narrated to you. It is conducive to wealth, fame and
longevity. It yields the fruits of all desires.

40. He who listens to this or narrates this with
devotion and purity of mind enjoys all desires here and
attains liberation hereafter.

CHAPTER TWENEYONE
(The Incarnation and the story of Mahesa)

Nandifvara said:

1. O sage, O son of the self-born Brahma, listen to the
great incarnation of lord Siva, which yields all desires to the
hearer.

2. O great sage, once the supreme god Siva and the
great goddess Parvati became desirous of indulging in sports.

3. Keeping Bhairava as the watch-man they went in-
side. Acting like human beings they were lovingly served
by many attendants.

4. O sage, indulging in different sports of their
choice for a long time, the lordly deities were highly delighted,

5. The independent goddess Parvati sportively assumed
the form of a mad woman and with the permission of her
lord came near to the door in that form itself.

6. Fascinated by her charming form Bhairava glanced
at her as at a woman and prevented her from going out.
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7. O sage, viewed at very closely by Bhairava, the
goddess Parvati became furious and cursed him. .

Siva said: —
8. O base man, since you glanced at me as at a

woman, O Bhairava, be born as a human being on the earth.

Nandisvara said:—

9. O sage, when Bhairava was thus cursed by her
there was a hue and cry. He became very miserable due to
the sport of the goddess.

10. O great sage, hastening to that place, Siva con-
soled Bhairava. Indeed, the lord is very expert in the various
forms of consolation.

11. Due to her curse, and as a result of Siva’s will,
O sage, Bhairava descended to the earth in human birth
under the name of Vaitala.

12. Urged by his friendship lord Siva also incarnated
on the ecarth along with Sivi. He indulged in good sports
and followed worldly conventions.

13. O sage, Siva was known as Mahesa and Parvati
as Siarada. Both of them experts in different sports indulged

in fine sports.
14. O dear, thus the story of Mahesa has been

narrated to you. It is excellent, conducive to wealth, fame

and longevity and yields all desires.
15. He who listens to and narrates this story with

devotion and purity of mind enjoys all pleasures here and
attains salvation hereafter.
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CHAPTER TWENTYTWO

(Harassment by Visnu’s sons and the story of
Siva’s incarnation of the Bull)

Nandisvara said:—

1. O great sage, O intelligent son of Brahmai, listen
to the excellent Vrse$a incarnation of Siva that performed
good sports and that destroyed the arrogance of Visnpu.

2. Formerly all the gods and Asuras, distressed by the
fear of old age and death made alliance with each other and
became desirous of taking gems from the ocean.

3. O son of the sage, then the gods and the Asuras
attempted to churn the excellent milky ocean.%

4. “With what shall the churning be carried ourt tor
the attainment of our object?’’ thus the gods and the Asuras
were quite dismayed.

5. Then a celestial voice with the rumbling sound of
clouds spoke to the gods and the daityas as a result of Siva’s
wish and consoled them.

The celestial votce sard :—

6. O gods, O Asuras, churn the milk-ocean. Undoubted-
ly a factual test of your strength will take place.

7. Make Mandara your churning rod and Vasuki your
churning rope. Unitedly you carry on the churning with
firm devotion.

Nandifvara said :—

8. O excellent sage, on hearing the celestial voice the
gods and the Asuras exerted themselves in carrying out the
plan.

9. Allying together they went straight to the excellent -
mountain Mandara of golden splendour and of diverse lustre.

10. After propitiating Siva and after obtaining his
consent they tried to uproot the Mandara in their desire to
take it to the milk-ocean.

11. O sage, uprooting and lifting it by means of their
arms they went to the milk-ocean. Their strength failing
they became incapable of taking it up to the sea.

G4. Sce P 224 note.
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12. Slipping from their arms the Mandara became very
heavy suddenly and fell over the gods and the Asuras.

13. Failing in their effort the gods and the® Asuras
broke down. After regaining consciousness they eulogised
the lord of the universe.

14. At his wish in their next attempt’ they lifted up
the mountain. They took it to the northern shore of the
ocean and hurled it into the waters.

15. Then both the gods and the Asuras made Vasuki
the churning rope. Desirous of taking the excellent articles
they churned the milk-ocean.

16. When the milk-ocean was churned the goddess of
heaven sprang up from the ocean as the daughter of Bhrgu
who later became Visnu’s beloved.

17-18. There also emerged—Dhanvantari, the moon,
the Parijata tree, the horse Uccai$§ravas, the elephant Aira-
vata, wine, the bow of Visnu, the conch, the cow Kimadhenu,
the jewel Kaustubha and the nectar.

19. When it was churned again, the great poison
Kilakiita blazing like the fire at the dissolution of the Yugas
and terrifying the gods and the Asuras, came oqut.

20. From the sprays and drops that sprang up at the
outcome of nectar, many damsels of wonderful beauty were
born.

21. Their faces resembled the full moon in the Autumn;
their lustre was as glittering and dazzling as fire, lightning
or the sun and they were bedecked in divine jewels, necklaces,
bracelets and bangles.

22. Sprinkling the ten quarters by the water of necta-
rine beauty they seemed to madden the world by their
beauteous glances.

23. They emerged in crores from the nectar sprays.
Then the nectar that wards off old age and death came out.

24. Visnu kept for himself Laksmi, the conch, Kaus-
tubha and the sword; the Sun chose the divine horse Uccai$-
gravas for himself.

25. With great eagerness the husband of Saci, the lord
of the gods, took Parijata the excellent tree and Airdvata the

lordly elephant.
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26. For the protection of the gods, Siva, favourably
disposed towards his devotees, voluntarily retained the Kila-
kiita in his neck and held the moon on his forehead.

27. O Vyisa, deluded by the illusion of Siva, the
Daityas accepted Suri (wine) and the common people took
Dhanvantari (the physician).

28. The great sages took the cow Kamadhenu. The
damsels, the enchantresses became common to all.

29. A great battle for the possession of Amrta ensued
between the gods and the Asuras who desired to conquer
each other and who were agitated in their minds.

30. The Amrta was forcibly taken by the Daityas Bali
and others, O Vyiasa, of fine lustre resembling that of the
fire and the sun at the dissolution of the Yugas. They
defeated the gods.

31. Indra and other gods, O dear, overwhelmed by
Siva’s illusion and harassed by the Daityas sought refuge in
Siva.

32. O sage, then the Amrta was strenuously snatched
away from the Daityas by Visnu at the behest of Siva, after
assuming the form of a woman.

33. Visnu, the most excellent of those who wield
Maya assuming the form of a woman Mohini deluded the
Asuras and made the gods drink it.

34. The leading Daityas approached her and said—
““Make us drink this nectar. Let there be no break in the
lines.”’

35. All those Daityas and Danavas deluded by Siva’s
Maiya said thus and gave the nectar to Visnu in disguise.

36. In the meantime on seeing the damsels born of
Amrta, the leading Danavas took them to their abodes ac-
cording to their convenience.

37. The cities built by the architect Maya for those
women were divine, hundred times more beautiful than
heaven. They were well fortified by terrible machines.

38. The daityas made those cities well guarded and
set off for fighting after taking this pledge touching their
chests. *

*Wc have adopted the reading ﬂ'?TSEo For arqtz |
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39. «“We will never touch these women if we were to
be defeated by the gods.” After saying this, the heroic
Daityas became eager to fight.

40. They roared like lions. Severally they blew their
conches as if filling the sky and propitiating the clouds.

41. A terrible fight ensued betwcen the gods and the
Asuras. The unrivalled battle between the gods and Asuras
is famous in the three worlds.

42. Protected by Visnu, the gods gained victory. The
Daityas fled and those who remained were killed by Visnu
and his associate gods.

43. The Daityas were deluded by the gods and Visgnu
the great soul. Those that survived entered the nethér regions.

44. The powerful Visnu armed with his diseus chased
them even after they had gone to the ultimate end of Patila%
excessively frightened.

45. In the meantime Visnu saw those damsels born
of nectar sprays who were haughty due to their divine beauty
and whose faces resembled the full moon.

46. Fascinated by the Cupid’s arrows Vignu attained
highest pleasure only there. He began to indulge in sexual
dalliance with those women of exquisite beauty.

47, Visnu begot of them sons of great exploits and
valour, experts in various kinds of warfare, shaking the
entire earth.

" 48. Those sons of Visnu of great strength and valour
wrought great havoc both in heaven and earth causing misery
to all.

49. On secing the great harm done to the worlds the
gods and the sages approached Brahmia and informed him
of this after bowing to him.

50. On hearing it Brahma took them to the mountain
Kailisa. On seeing Siva there he bowed to him again and
again along with the gods.

51. Saying “O lord Siva, be victorious, O Lord of all”,
he eulogised him with various hymns with palms joined in
reverence and shoulders drooping down.

65. Patdla is the lowermost of the seven or cight regions in which
Visuki reigns over the chief ganas or snake-gods.
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Brahmd said :—

52. O great God, O lord of the gods, save the worlds
harassed by the passionate sons of Visnu stationed in nether
regions.

53. O lord, Visnu is now enamoured of the damsels
born of the nectar sprays. He is in nether regions indulging
in passionate sexual dalliance with them.

Nandifvara said :—

54. For the protection of the worlds and for the
redemption of Visnu, Siva was eulogised thus by Brahma,
the gods and the sages.

55. Then lord Siva, the ocean of mercy, realising the
havoc caused by the sons of Visnu assumed the form of
a bull.

CHAPTER TWENTY-THREE

(The bull incarnation of Siva)

Nandisvara said :— .

1. Then bellowing in the form of a Bull, the Pindka-
bearing lord entered the crevice and shouted terribly.

2. At his bellowing sound, cities and towns crumbled
down and all the citizens trembled.

3. Then the bull attacked Visnu’s sons wielding their
bows for fighting, deluded by Siva’s Miyid and proud of
their great strength and exploit.

4. O excellent sage, the sons of Vignu became furious.
Those heroes roared loudly and rushed against Siva.

5. Rudra in that form of a bull was furious at those
sons of Visnu who rushed at him. He kicked them with
his hoofs and tore them with his horns.

6. When their limbs were split by Rudra, they swoon-
ed and lost their lives. They were immediately destroyed.

7. When they were killed Visnu the foremost of the
strong came out shouting loudly and hastened towards Siva,
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8. On seeing Siva in the form of the bull going along
after killing his sons, Vignu hit him with divine arrows and
missiles. .

9. Then the infuriated Siva, the highly powerful one
in the form of a bull stood like a mountain and caught
hold of all those missiles of Visnu.

10. O sage, shouting furiously, lord Siva in the form
of a bull shook the three worlds terribly.

11. The lord leaped up suddenly and kicked the in-
furiated Visnu who was deluded and could not realise him.
The lord then tore him with his horns.

12. Unable to bear the onslaught, Visnu deluded by
Maiya was exhausted and utterly shattered.

13. When his pride fell off, Vispu was dejected, and
dispirited. He then realised that Siva was sporting about
in the form of a bull.

14, Then on realising that Siva himself had come in
the form of a Bull, Visnu spoke in a shrill voice with droop-
ing shoulders and palms joined in reverence.

Visnu said :—

15. O lord of the gods, O ocean of mercy, O lord Siva,
I had been deluded by your Maya and my mind had been
confused.

16. O lord, I fought with you, Siva. Taking pity
on me, O lord, let this offence be excused.

NandiSvara said:—
17. O sage, on hearing those piteous words of Visnu,
lord Siva favourably disposed to his devotees spoke to Visnu.

Siva said :—

18. O Visnu, O intelligent one, how is ‘n that you
did not know me? Why did you fight? Your intellect has
completely been depraved.

19. Why don’t you realise yourself as one whose ex-
ploit is dependent on me. You should not have indulged
in sexual dalliance there. You should have refrained from
all misdeeds.
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20. Why should your intellect be subservient to lust?
That you should indulge in dalliance with women does not
behove you, O lord of gods. Remember the task of uplifting
the universe.

NandiSvara said :—

21. On hearing those words of Siva that imparted
knowledge Visnu was ashamed of himself and then he spoke to
lord Siva respectfully.

Visnu said :—
22. My discus is here. I shall take the discus and
return to my region abiding by your order with reverence.

Nandisvara said :—

23. On hearing the words of Visnu, lord Siva the
protector of virtue in the guise of a bull, replied to Vispu
again.

24. You shall go away quickly from this place. You
shall not delay, O Visnu, this is my behest. Let your discus
stay in this world itself.

25. I shall give you a discus more terrible than the
sun at the time of dissolution and more efficacious than the
words of Siva.

26. After saying this Siva created another blazing dis-
cus, as lustrous as the Kala fire, for the destruction of the
wicked.

27. He gave the discus, as lustruous as ten thousand
fierce suns, to Visnu, the great Atman, the protector of the
gods and the leading sages.

28. After securing another Sudarfana discus of more
brilliance, Visnu the foremost of intelligent gods spoke to
the gods.

29. “O ye gods, you listen to my statement eagerly.
You must act accordingly and immediately. It will be to
your advantage.

30. There are many youthful maidens in the nether
regions exquisitely dressed. Any one of you can go and in-
dulge in sexual dalliance with them.”
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31. On hearing these words of Visnu the valorous gods
became desirous of entering the nether regions along with
Visnu. .

32. Knowing their intention then, lord Siva angrily
cursed all the eight®® types of the gods.

Siva said :—

83. ‘“Excepting a quiescent sage and the Dénavas born
of my parts whoever enters this place shall die in a trice.”

34. After hearing these terrible words which are con-
ducive to the increase of the benefit of human beings, the
gods thus restrained by Rudra returned to their own abodes.

35. Thus Vignu who was excessively indulgent in
women was chastised by §iva. O Vyisa, he returned to heaven,
The world attained normalcy.

36. Lord Siva, favourably disposed towards his devotees,
returned to his mountain after carrying out the task of the
gods in the guise of a bull.

37. Thus the bull incarnation of Siva that dispelled
Visnu’s delusion and caused happiness to the three worlds,
has been narrated.

38. This narrative is sacred. It dispels the harassment
from enemies. It is conducive to the attainment of heaven,
fame and longevity. It confers worldly pleasures and salva-
tion to the good.

39. He who listens to this with devotion and narrates
this with purity enjoys all pleasures here and attains salva-
tion hereafter. So also is the case with him who reads or
teaches this to intelligent men.

66. Amara mentions ten semi-divine beings viz. ﬁ!ﬂﬂ'(, _AUW™,
e, TRy, A, fees, fas, e, fag and 370 SP. mentions
cight, without giving their names. It is not clear which two shall be exclu-
ded from the above list.
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CHAPTER TWENTYFOUR
(Pippaldda incarnation of Siva)

Nandifvara said :—

1. O intelligent one, listen with very great pleasure to
the Pippalida incarnation of Siva that is excellent and that
inspires devotion.

2. Formerly there was a great brahmin and an excel-
lent sage Dadhici. He was born of Cyavana of Bhrgu
family. He was a great devotee of Siva and very powerful.

3. In the fight with Ksuva, Visnu and other gods
were defeated by this sage who had the support of Siva
and they were cursed.

4. He had a fortunate wife Suvarci, who was very
noble and chaste. The gods were cursed by her.

5. The great lord, an expert in different kinds of sports
and extremely brilliant was born of her in the name of
Pippalada.

Sata said :—

6. On hearing these wonderful words of Nandi$vara,
the excellent sage Sanatkumaira spoke with palms joined in
reverence and shoulders drooping down.

Sanatkumdra said :—

7. O Nandiévara, O intelligent one, you are blessed
in that you have assumed the form of Rudra himself.
O dear, you are my excellent preceptor. This wonderful story
has been narrated by you.

8. Oson of Silida, from my father Brahmi, the acc-
ount of the battle with Ksuva and the defeat of Visnu has
already been heard by me. So also the curse has been heard
by me.

9. Now, I was to hear about the curse that Suvarci
pronounced on the gods. Afterwards, I wish to hear the
auspicious story of Pippalida.

Sata said:—
10. On hearing these auspicious words of the son of
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Brahma the delighted son of Silida remembered the lotus-
like feet of Siva and replied.

Nandisvara said:—

11. O great sage, once Indra and other gods were
defeated by the Daityas who had the support of the demon
Vrtra.

12.  All the gods had formerly kept their respective
weapons in the hermitage of Dadhica. Hence they were
immediately defeated.

13. Then the harassed gods and the sages along with
Indraimmediately went to Brahma’s region and narrated their
distress to him.

14. On hearing the words of the gods Brahma, the grand-
father of the worlds, mentioned the details of what Tvastr
was desirous of doing.

16. This Asura has been created by Tvastr by means
of his penance in order to kill you. The name of that Asura
is Vrtra. He is of great brilliance and the leader of all
Daityas.

16. You shall make such efforts as would ensure his
death. O intelligent one, listen to the means thereof. For
the sake of virtue I shall tell you the same.

17. There is a great sage Dadhici of great penance and
of full control of his sense-organs. After propitiating Siva
he secured the boon of adamantine bones formerly.

18. You all request for his bones. He will undoubtedly
give them to you. Make the thunderbolt staff therewith and
kill Vrtra without hesitation.

NandiSvara said :—

19. On hearing the words of Brahmi, Indra accompa-
nied by his preceptor and other gods went immediately to the
excellent hermitage of Dadhici.

20. There Indra saw the sage in the company of
Suvarci. Along with the preceptor and other gods he humbly
and respectfully bowed to him with palms joined in reverence.

21. On realising his intention the sage, the most ex-
cellent of scholars sent his wife Suvarcid to the inner apart-
ments of the hermitage.
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'22. Then the king of gods, accompanied by the gods
bent upon achieving his own object, and most efficient in
polity spoke to the great sage.

Indra said :

23. All of us, the gods and the sages are oppressed by
Tvastr. We seek refuge in you, worthy of refuge, a great
devotee of Siva and a liberal donor.

24. O brahmin, give us your bones of adamanatine
strength. I shall make my thunderbolt with your love and
kill the demon.

25. Thus requested, the sage fond of helping others
meditated on lord Siva and abandoned his body.

26. Immediately he reached Brahma’s region with his
bondage of actions quashed. There was a shower of flowers
and the people were agreeably surprised.

27. Indra then called the divine cow Surabhi to lick
up the marrow etc. He directed Visvdkarman to make the
weapon with the bones.

28. At his behest Viivakarman made all the weapons
with the sage’s bones—very firm and adamantine—that had
the brilliance of Siva.

29. With his backbone he made the thunderbolt, arrow
and the missile called Brahmasiras. With the other bones he
made many other weapons.

30. O sage, flourishing with Siva’s brilliance, the in-
furiated Indra lifted the thunderbolt and rushed against
Vrtra like Rudra rushing against the god of death.

31. Indra who was well prepared, cut off the peak-
like head of Vrtra with the thunderbolt forcefully,

32. There was great jubilation among the heaven-dwel-
lers. O dear, the gods eulogised Indra. Showers of flowers
fell on him.

33. O dear, thus this story of Vrtra’s slaughter is
related to you as arising from the context, Now listen respect-
fully to the incarnation of Siva as Pippalada.

34. At the behest of her lord Suvarca the chaste wife
of the sage Dadhici, the noble soul went to the inner apart-
ments of the hermitage.
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35. At the bechest of her husband she finished her
household duties and came there. The pitiable lady could
not see her lord there.

36. After coming there and seeing the most
inauspicious occurrence there, O excellent sage, the surprised
Suvarca spoke to the gods.

37. The chaste lady, on realising that all this was the
action of the gods, became angry. The infuriated wife of the
~xcellent sage, Suvarci, cursed them.

Suvarcd said :—

38. <Ah! the gods are very wicked. They are
covetous, stupid but very skiful in manipulating their own
affairs. Let them all, inclusive of Indra, become beasts
from today.”’

39, Suvarci, a woman saint and the beloved wife of
the sage cursed the gods inclusive of Indra thus.

40. That chaste lady desired to go to the worlds of her
husband. With the sacred twigs, the noble lady prepared
the funeral pyre.

41. Then a pleasant celestial voice urged by Siva
spoke to Suvarca, consoling her.

The Celestial Voice said :—

42. O intelligent lady, do not carry out this calami-
tous task. Listen to my weighty words. The semen of the
sage is in your womb. Develop it carefully.

43. O gentle lady, later on, you may do as you please.
It is the command of Brahma that a pregnant woman should
not burn herself.

Nandifvara said:—

44. O great sage, after saying this the celestial voice
stopped. On hearing that voice the wife of the sage was
surprised for a moment.

45. That great chaste lady, Suvarci, desirous of attain-
ing the world of her husband sat down and broke open her
belly with a stone.

46. The foetus of the child of the great sage, of bril-
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liant divine body, came out of her belly illuminating all

the ten quarters.

47. O dear, it was the incarnation of Rudra himself
born of the sage Dadhici. He was competent to perform
his divine sports. He therefore manifested himself.

48-49. On seeing her son of divine form, the beloved
wife of the sage Suvarci realised in her mind that it was
the incarnation of Rudra himself. The great chaste lady
became delighted, bowed to him and eulogised him. O great
sage, that form of the child was impressed on her heart.

50. Suvarcid of pure vision, the mother, desirous of
going to her husband’s region, smilingly and lovingly spoke
to her son.

Suvarca said:—
51. O dear, O lord Siva, O fortunate one, stay near
this holy fig tree for a long time. Be the bestower of hap-

piness to all.
52. Out of affection allow me to go to the region of my
husband. Staying there along with my husband I shall

meditate on you in the form of Rudra.

Nandisvara said:—
53. After speaking thus to her son that chaste lady
Suvarca followed her husband by means of the great trans.

cendental meditation.
54. O sage, thus the wife of Dadhici was re-united

with her husband. After reaching Siva’s region she served
Siva devotedly.

55. In the meantime the delighted gods inclusive of
Indra, hurriedly came there along with the sages as though
invited there,

56. Visnu and Brahmi too, accompanied by their
attendants came over there to see Siva who had taken in-
carnation in the world through Suvarci and Dadhici.

57. On seeing him there, incarnated as the sage’s son,
they bowed to him with palms joined in reverence and made

obeisances. .
58. O excellent sage, there was great jubilation among
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the gods. The Dundubhis were sounded and dancing girls
danced joyously.

59. The sons of Gandharvas sang. Kinfaras and
other players played on instruments. The gods showered
flowers.

60. After consecrating the refulgent child and the fig
tree who became the father of Rudra, Visnu and other
gods eulogised him again.

61. The delighted Brahma named him Pippalida.
Visnu and the gods said ““O lord of the gods be pleased”.

62. After saying this and making great jubilation,
Brahma, Visnu and the gods went to their respective abodes.

63. Then Rudra, the great lord in the form of
Pippalada, performed a penance for a long time at the foot
of the fig tree, with a desire to bestow benefit on the worlds,

64. As Pippalada, following the convention of the
world, performed the penance, a long time passed by.

CHAPTER TWENTYFIVE
(The story of Pippaldda incarnation)

NandiSvara said :—

1. After arranging and establishing Dharma with a
desire for its good foundation, lord Siva performed great
sports. O good sage, listen to that.

2. Once while going to the river Pugpabhadra®? for his
ablution, the great sage saw the beautiful youthful maiden
Padmi, a part of Siva herself.

3. Desirous of getting her, the sage traveérsing the world
and an expert in following the established conventions went
to the abode of king Anaranya, her father.

4. On secing him, the awe-struck king of men bowed
to him. Offering him Madhuparka® he worshipped him
devotedly.

67. Not identified.
08. See P. 600 note.
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5. The sage accepted everything with regard and
requested for the hand f his daughter. Thereupon the
king was unable to say anything. He was silent.

6. The sage repeated the request, saying ‘“Give me
your daughter devoutly. Otherwise I will reduce everything
to ashes along with you.”

7. O great sage, then all the people of the king were
enveloped by the brilliance of Pippalida, son of Dadhici.

8. Then the king was much frightened and he lamented
again and again. He gave his daughter Padma, fully bedecked
in ornaments to the old sage.

9. After marrying Padma, the daughter of the king
and a part of Siva, the sage Pippalada joyously took her to
his hermitage.

10. After going to the hermitage the aged excellent
sage stayed there with that woman. The sage was not too
indulgent,

11. Then the daughter of Anaranya served the sage with
devotion, in mind, word and deed, like Laksmi scrving Visnu.

12. Then the excellent sage Pippalada, a part of Siva,
became a young man by means of his divine sport and
sported with that young lady.

13. Ten noble sons, all of them great sons, were born
to the sage. They were equal to their father and incredsed
the pleasure of Padma.

14. This is the sportive incarnation of Siva the great
lord. The excellent sage Pippalida was the lord indulgent
in different kinds of divine sports.

15. On seeing the harassment by the planet Saturn
of every one irremediably, the sympathetic lord lovingly
granted a boon to all the world.

16. “For sixteen years from birth no man will have
that affliction. Similarly to the devotees of Siva too. This
word of mine is true.

17. If Saturn were to disregard my instruction and
harass men, he will undoubtedly be reduced to ashes.”

18. O dear, thus, afraid of him the excellent planet
Saturn, though in aberration, does not afflict men at
anytime.
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19. Thus I have narrated to you the good story of the
great sage Pippalida who had assumed the form of 2 human
being in the course of his divine sports. The story yields the
fruit of all desires.

20. These three—Giadhi, Kausika and the great sage
Pippalada quell the affliction of Sani on being remembered.

21-22. For the dissolution of the affliction of Saturn,
the man who reads or listens devoutly to the story of
Pippalida along with that of Padmi attains all desires in
this world.

23. Blessed indeed is the great sage, who was wise
and a great devotee of Siva. He was a favourite of good
men. Lord Siva named Pippalida was his noble son.

24. This pious narrative is conducive to the attain-
ment of heaven. It quells the adverse effects of the evil
planets. O dear, it yields all desires and enhances devotion

to Siva.

CHAPTER TWENTYSIX
(Siva’s incarnation as VaiSyandtha)

Nandifvara said:—
1. O dear sage, listen to me. I shall tell you about

Vaifyanitha, the incarnation of Siva, the supreme soul that
yields great bliss.

2. Formerly, in Nandigrima® there was a prostitute
known as Mahinandi. She was very beautiful and a devotee

of Siva.
3. She was very prosperous, rich and brilliant. She

was bedecked in gems of different kinds. She was voluptuous

in love.
4. She was an adept in all lores of music. She was

delightful to all. Queens and kings were delighted by her
songs.

69. Nandigrima seems to be identical with Nandagaon in Mathuri-
man
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5. She always worshipped Siva and Parvad with
great joy. She was interested in recounting the names of
Siva. She used to wear ashes and Rudriksa.

6. After worshipping Siva, the lord of the universe
she used to dance with great devotion and sing the great
glory of Siva.

7. She kept a monkey and a cock which she decorated
with Rudriksas. She made them dance singing herself and
clapping her hands.

8. On seeing them dance, she, engrossed in devotion
to Siva, used to laugh lovingly along with her friends and
attendants.

9. The monkey, as a result of her instruction, danced
before her, like a boy bedeckedin Rudriksas as ear-rings, and
shoulderlets,

10. The cock too was bedecked in Rudriksa tied round
its tuft. It too danced along with the monkey delighting the
onlookers.

11. Thus that prostitute indulging in these delightful
pranks and pursuing devotional service-to Siva was very happy
always.

12. O excellent sage, a long time thus elapsed when
sge was quite happy performing her devotional service to

iva.

13. Once Siva assumed the form of a merchant and
visited her house to test her. He had assumed the auspi-
cigus form of a devotee.

14. His forchead was marked with Tripundra. He
wore Rudriksa as ornaments. He was interested in recoun-
ting the namesof Siva. He was clad as a devotee of Siva.
He wore matted locks of hair,

15. He had smeared ashes all over his body.
Round his wrist was tied an excellent bangle set with
gems,
16. The beautiful prostitute worshipped and welcomed
the visitor with great joy. She made him sit with great
respect.

17. On sceing the excellent bangle round his wrist she
coveted the same. In great surprise she said.
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Mahananda said :—

18. This bangle set with great gems around your arm
captivates my mind. It is worthy of being an ornament of
a celestial damsel.

Nandifvara said :—
19. On seeing that she wished for the bangle
set with nine gems, the liberal-minded merchant spoke

smilingly.

Vaifyanatha said :—
20. If your mind wishes for this excellent gemset
ornament you can have it with pleasure. But what is the

price you are willing to pay?

The prostitute said :—
21. We are prostitutes flirting here and there and not

chaste ladies. Undoubtedly the regular practice observed in
our family is harlotry.
22. IfI take the bangle from you I shall be your wife

for three full days and nights.

The merchant said :—
23. O beloved harlot, if your words are true, let it

be as you say. I shall give you the gemset bangle. Be my

wife for three days and nights.
24. In this deal the witnesses are the moon and the

sun. Repeat three times “True” and touch my heart, O
beloved.

The prostitute said -—
35. O lord, I shall be your wife for three days and
carry out all wifely duties. This is true. This is undoubtedly

true.

Nandisvara said:—
26. After repeating this for three times, with the

moon and the sun as witnesses, Mahinanda touched his heart
with pleasure.

27. After giving her the gemset bangle that merchant
handed to her a gemset phallic image and spoke thus.
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Ths merchant said : —

28. O my beloved, this gemset phallic image is very
dear to me. It shall be well-preserved strenuously and in secret
by you.

Nandifvara said:—

29. She said “Let it be s0” and took the gemset
phallic image. She kept it in the middle of the dancing plat-
form and entered the house.

30. During the night she had her sexual union with
the merchant who behaved like a libertine. She then went
to sleep on the couch brilliant with a soft bed.

31. O sage, then at midnight, at the will of the
lordly merchant, suddenly there arose a fire? in the middle of
the dancing platform.

32. The blazing fire helped by a forceful wind envel-
oped the dancing platform all of a sudden.

33. When the platform was burning the prostitute
got up suddenly in her bewilderment and let the monkey
free untying it.

34. Freed from the bondage the monkey in its fear
ran here and there along with the cock and scattered sparks
of fire.

35. On seeing the phallic image burnt along with the
pillar and smashed utterly, the prostitute and the mer-
chant felt endless distress.

36. On seeing the phallic image as it were his very
soul burnt, tae lordly merchant desired to end his life in

order to know her mentality.
37. In great despair and sorrow the merchant told her

in grief. Lord Siva who had assumed a human body just for
pleasure indulged in different sports.

38. “O my beloved, when the phallic image is smashed
and burnt I do not desire to live. I am telling you the
truth. There is no doubt in this,

39. O gentle lady, prepare a pyre for me immediately
through your servants. With my mind fixed in Siva, I shall
enter the fire.

70. Read qu' for ATUfY in the printed Skt. text.
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40. Even if Brahma, Indra, Vispu and others were to
prevent me, O gentle lady, I shall enter the fire this
moment and shall forsake my life.” .

Nandifvara said: —

41. On realising his tenacious decision the harlot was
much distressed. Outside her house she caused the pyre
to be made through her servants.

42. Then the merchant who was only Siva himself
went round the blazing fire. Desirous of knowing her in-
tentions he entered the fire firmly,

43. O excellent sage, on secing him enter the pyre,
the harlot was dismayed. The youthful maiden sympathised
with him.

44. The miserable harlot remembered the sacred vow
and said piteously glancing at all her kinsmen.

Mahdnanda satd :—

45. Taking the gemset bangle I had taken the pledge
that I shall be the avowed wife of this merchant for three
days.

46 This merchant, the avowed Saivite, died of my
activities. Hence I shall enter fire along with him.

47. Truthful preceptors have ordained that a wife
shall observe her duty. If I do likewise my truthfulness
will not be marred.

48. Abiding by truth is a great virtue. Great goal
can be attained through truth. Heaven and liberation can
be achieved through truth. Everything is founded on
truth.

Nandifvara said :—

49. Although prevented by her kinsmen the harlot
was obstinate in her resolve. The woman eager in the
attainment of Satyaloka decided on giving up her life.

50. She gifted away her property to leading brahmins,
She meditated on Sadisiva. She circumambulated the fire
thrice and stood ready to enter it.

51. As shewas going to jump in the fire with her
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mind fixed in his feet, Siva, the soul of the universe, appea-
red in front and stopped her.

52. On secing the three-eyed lord of the gods, deco-
rated by the moon’s digit, and as brilliant as crores of moons,
suns and fires she stood as if stunned and frightened.

53. The lord caught hold of the hands of the frigh-
tened and agitated lady, stunned, trembling and shedding
tears. He consoled her and spoke.

Siva said :(—

54. It is to test your truthfulness, piety, courage and
steady devotion to me that I came near you assuming the
form of a merchant.

55. With my magic 1 proauced the blazing fire and
burnt your dancing platform. After burning the gemset
phallic image I entered fire myself.

56. But you remembered the promise and entered the
fire along with me. Hence I shall give you such pleasures
as are inaccessible to gods.

57. O beautiful lady of good hips, whatever you wish
I shall give you. I am delighted by your devotion. There
is nothing which cannot be given to you.

Nandisoara said:—
58. When Siva, lord of Parvati, favourably disposed~to
his devotees said thus, the harlot Mahdnanda replied to Siva.

The prostitute said :—

59. I have no desire for enjoyment on the earth, in
the heaven or in the nether worlds. I do not desire any-
thing except the touch of your lotus-like feet.

60. My servants, my maids and my kinsmen are in-
terested in seeing you. They have dedicated everything to you.

61. Take them all along with me to your great region
and quash the terrible fear of rebirth. Obeisance be to

you.

Nandifvara said :—
62. Appreciating her words, the great Siva ok all of
them to his great region.
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63. Thus I have described to you the great incarna-
tion of VaiSyanatha. It was pleasing to Mahananda. It
yields great bliss to devotees. -

64. This narrative is great holy and divine. It grants
desires to good men immediately. This story of the incarna-
tion of Siva as the lordly merchant is the source of great
happiness. It is wonderful.

65. He who listens to this story with devotion and
narrates it with purity never swerves from his duties. He
attains salvation hereafter.

CHAPTER TWENTYSEVEN
(The incarnation of Duvijesvara)™

Nandisvara said :—

1. O dear, listen, I shall expound to you the incarna-
tion of Siva the great soul as Dvije§vara (a leading Brah-
min) along with Siva. It is pleasing to the good.

2-3. O dear, I have already described to you the
excellent king Bhadriyu whom Siva blessed in the form of
a bull. In order to test his steadfastness and piety the lord
manifested himself again in the form of a leading brahmin.
I shall mention that same story.

4. Conquering the enemies through the power of Rg-
abha in battle, Bhadrayu attained the throne, O dear.

5. O brahmin, the chaste lady Kirtimalini, daughter of
Candraiigada and Simantini, became his wife.

6. O sage, once after the advent of spring, the king
Bhadriyu entered a thick forest along with his beloved
queen, for sport.

7. In that beautiful forest, the king sported about
along with his beloved who protected those who sought refuge
in her.

71. This Chapter has a close resemblance with the second canto of
Kilidisa’s Raghuvarhsa.
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8. Then, in order to test his steadfastness- and piety,
lord Siva carried out hissports there itself along with Sivd.

9. Siva and Sivd in their own divine sports assumed
the form ofa brahmin couple and created an illusory tiger
with their Maya.

10. Not far from the place where the king stood, they
began running in great fright on being pursued by the tiger.
They cried and shouted too.

11. O dear, the king Bhadriyu, the leading Ksatriya
worthy of being sought refuge in, saw both of them highly
distressed and lamenting.

12. O leading sage, the illusory brahmin couple, ex-
tremely terrified, spoke to the king Bhadriyu,

Ths brahmin couple said :—

13. O great king, O foremost of the knowers of virtue
save us both. O great lord, this tiger is rushing on in order
to devour us.

14. This beast of prey is like the god of death. It is
terrifying to all living beings. Knower of virtue that you are
save us before it pounces on us and devours us.

Nandifvara said:—

15-16. After hearing the lamentation of the pair, the
great king of great heroism immediately took up his bow,
but the rushing tiger of Maiyic origin, seized the brahmin’s
wife.

17. The terrible tiger grasped the woman even as she was
lamenting—O lord, O husband, O Siva, O, preceptor of
the universe.”’

18. The king struck the tiger with sharp arrows ; but
it was not at all affected by them. It stood like a lofty moun-
tain, which is not affected by showers,

19, The powerful tiger, not at all pained by the mis-
siles of the king, scized the woman forcibly and ran away in
a hurry,

20. On seeing his wife seized by the tiger, the brahmin
was much bewildered and folowing the way of the world cried
again and again.

21. After crying for some time that brahmin who was
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lord Himself wiclding his May3, spoke to the king Bhadrdyu
dispelling his arrogance.

Dvoijesvara said:—
22. O king, where are your great weapons ? Where is

your great bow that professes to protect ? Where is your

strength of ten or twelve thousand great elephants ?
23. Of what avail is your sword ? Your conch ? Of

what avail is your learning in the lores of mantras
and missiles ? Of what avail is your might ? Of what avail
is the strength of your great missiles ?

24. All these have become futile, for you are incom-
petent to meet the onslaught of wild animals.

25. The greatest duty of a Ksatriya is the protection
from injury. When that virtue hereditarily practised in your
family is lost, of what avail is your life 77

26. Kings protect the distressed people who seek refuge
in them with their very lives and assets. They are the knowers
of virtue. Without that they are like a dead body.

27. Better death than life that does not protect the
distressed. A mendicant is better than a rich householder

who does not possess charitable nature.
28. Better to swallow poison or enter fire than cease

to protect the oppressed, the helpless and the poor.

NandiSvara said:—
29. On hearing his lamentation and the decrial of his

prowess, the king thought within himself thus—

30. “Alas, my manliness is lost today due to the
adverse fate. Today my fame has been quashed. Great sin
has been acquired.

31. The hereditary virtue has been smothered. I am
unfortunate and confused in mind. Certainly my riches, my
kingdom, my longevity will dwindle.

32. By surrendering my own life, lovable though it is,
I shall make this brahmin free from grief, this brahmin
whose wife has been seized by the tiger and who is pained
extremely.”

72. Compare Raghu. II. 53.
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83. Having decided thus in his mind that excellent
king Bhadriyu fell at his feet and spoke to him in corciliatory

tone.

Bhadrdyu said:—

34. O Brahmin, I am a base Ksatriya bereft of strength.
You take pity on me. O intelligent one, .do not grieve. I shall
give you what you desire.

35. This kingdom, this queen, this body of mine, every-
thing is subservient to you. What is the greatest thing that
you desire ?

The Brakmin said:—

36. What can a blind man do with a mirror ? Of
what avail is a house to him who lives on alms? What can
a fool do with a book ? Of what avail is wealth to him who

is bereft of his wife ?
37. Hence I who am not satiated with the enjoyment

of pleasures but I whose wife is snatched away desire your
crowned queen. Let her be given to me.

Bhadrdyu said:—

38. I can give all my assets to the extent of the earth,
my kingdom, horses and elephants and even my body to any-
one but never can I give away my wife.

89 The sin that accrues by indulging in sexual inter-
course with another man’s wife cannot be wiped off even by

hundreds of expiatory rites.

The Brahmin said :—

40. Let it be the terrible sin of the slaughter of
a brahmin; let it be the sin of sipping wine, I shall quell it
with my power of penance. What then the sin of enjoying
another man’s wife ? '

41. Hence give me your wife. I have no other desire.
Certainly you will go to hell by your inability to protect the
oppressed.

Nandifvara said:—
42. At the words of the brahmin, the frightened king
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thought to himself, “It is a sin to withhold protection. It is
proper under the circumstance to give away my wife.”

43. Hence I shall give my wife to this deserving brah.
min and escape sin. Immediately thereafter I shall enter
fire. My fame then shall be known.”

44. After deciding mentally like this, he kindled a blaz-
ing fire. He called the brahmin and gifted away his wife
with water.

45. He took the oceremonial bath and became pure.
He bowed to gods went round the fire thrice and meditated
on Siva with pure mind.

46. He was just to fall into the fire with his mind
fixed at the feet of Siva, the lord of the universe when
Dvije§vara revealed himself and stayed him.

47-49. The king saw in front of him the five-faced,
the three-eyed lord with the Pinika in his hand, bedecked
by the digit of the moon, with hanging matted hair shed-
ding tawny lustre, having the brilliance of a crore of mid-
day blazing suns, white as the lotus stalk fibre, wearing the
hide of the clephant, with his head drenched by the waves
of Ganga, having the necklaces of great serpents, bedecked
in coronet, waistband, shoulderlet and shining bangles,
holding in his hands, the trident, the sword, the missile
Khatvinga, the dagger, the shield, the deer, the mystic sign
of protection, the eight articles of worship and the Pinika,
seated on his bull and blue-necked.

50. Then from the sky divine showers of flowers fell.
The divine instruments were played. The celestial damsels
sang and danced.

51. Visnu, Brahmi, Indra and other gods excluding
Nirada and other sages too came there eulogising.

52. While the king was watching with palms joined
in humility and devotion, there was great jubilation that en-
hanced devotional feelings.

53. The vision of the lord increased his pleasure. The
incessant tear-drops smeared his body. He had horripilation
and choked throat. With palms joined in reverence, he eulo-
gised the lord.

54. The supreme lord, the storchouse of mercy and
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his consort Parvati were very much delighted. The lord
then spoke to him thus.

55. «“O king, I am satisfied with your devotion more
than your picty. Mention the boon that you as well as your
wife wish to choose. I shall undoubtedly give it to you.

56. It was to test your feelings and emotions that I
assumed the form of a brahmin and approached you. She
who was seized by the tiger is the goddess Sivd herself.

57. It was an illusory tiger which could not be hit by
your arrows. I wanted to test your courage by demanding
your wife.

58. On hearing the words of the lord, the king
Bhadrayu eulogised and bowed to the lord with bent head.

Bhadrdyu said :—

59. O lord, this alone is a great boon that you became
visible to me scarched by the sun of worldly existence.

60. O lord, since out of pity you wish to accord me
a boon, I choose it as a great devotee? does from his lord,
the granter of boons.

61-62. O great god, my father Vajrabihu with his
wife, O lord, I a servant at your feet, along with my wife,
the Vai§ya Padmidkara and his son Samaya, O great lord,
make all of us residents near you.

Nandifvara said :—

63. Then the queen, his wife, Kirtimalini propitiated
Siva with devotion and requested for an excellent boon.

The queen said :—

64. O supreme God, Candringada my father and
Simantini my mother, I request the two to be joyously
staying near you for ever.

Nandifvara said : —

65. The delighted lord of Gauri, favourqbly disposed
to his devotees said—*Let it be 30’’ and granted them the
boon they desired and then vanished in a moment.

73. Read W} for ¢qHYY in the printed Skt. text,
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66. Acquiring the grace of the trident-bearing lord,
Bhadrayu, enjoyed several pleasures lovingly in the confpany
of Kirtimalini.

67. Unimpeded in the exercise of his power he ruled
the kingdom for ten thousand years. Then he entrusted his
son with the kingdom and went to Siva’s presence.

68. The king Candrangada and the queen Simantini
devoutly worshipped Siva and attained his feet.

69.- Thus the great incarnation of lord Siva as Dvi-
jeSvara has been described by me. It was the bestower of
great bliss on Bhadrayu.

70. He who reads or listens to this holy narrative of
Dvijefa incarnation of Siva of pious fame, goes to Siva’s
region. |

71. He who listens to this every day or narrates this
with attentive mind does not swerve from his duty and
attains salvation hereafter.

CHAPTER TWENTYEIGHT
( Siva’s incarnation as Yatindtha hathsa)

Nandifvara said :—

1. O intelligent sage, listen. I shall explain the in-
carnation of great bliss named Yatinitha, of Siva the supreme
soul,

2. O great sage, on the mountain Arbuda’ there lived
a hunter Ahuka of Bhilla tribe.

3. His wife Ahukd observed some good rites. Both of
them were great devotees of Siva and worshipped Siva.

4. O sage, once this Bhilla who was always devoted
to Siva went far into the forest for fetching food for his wife.

5. In, the meantime towards the evening, Siva assumed
the guise of an ascetic and came to his house to test him

74. It can be identified with the present Abu, a sacred hill of the
Western India, lying in the Sirohi state of Rajaputana.
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6. The lord of the house that intelligent man too
came back then and lovingly worshipped the leading ascetic.

7. 1In order to test his feelings, Siva in the guise of an
ascetic, indulging in great sports lovingly said to him in a
piteous tone.

Yatindtha said —
8. O Bhilla, give me some place here to stay today.
I shall by all means leave in the next morning, you will be

blessed for ever.

Bhilla said :—
9. O lord, what you say is true. But please listen to
me. The room is not spacious enough to hold us all together.

Nandisvara said :—
10. Thus addressed, the ascetic wanted to leave. By
that time, considering the trend of thought of her husband

the Bhilli said.
11. O lord, give him room to stay. Do not turn out

a guest. Consider the duty of a householder or virtue will
be affected.

12. You stay in the house along with the ascetic. I
shall remain outside with immense weapons.

Nandifvara said :—
13. On hearing the virtuous and auspicious words of

his wife, the Bhilla thought thus.

14, “How can I stay in the house after keeping my
wife out. It will be sinful on my part if the ascetic goes
elsewhere.

15. Neither of the two courses is proper for a house-
holder. What is destined to happen will surely happen. I
shall stay outside.”’

16. After thinking thus and insisting on it, he kept
both of them within the house joyously, himself stayed out-

side the house keeping all the weapons beside him.
17. During the night the cruel beasts of prey tormen-
ted him. He too strenuously withstood them to the extent

of his ability.
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18. Thus fighting strenuously and although very strong,
the Bhilla was devoured by the beasts of prey which seized
him forcibly, as though incited by his own adverse fate.

19. Getting up in the morning the ascetic saw the
Bhilla of the forest devoured by the beasts of prey. He felt
much dejected at it.

20. Although the Bhilli too was distressed, she sup-
pressed her sorrow on seeing the ascetic miserable and spoke
thus.

Bhilli said :—

21. O ascetic, why are you sorry? What has happened
is for good. Blessed and contented is he since the death has
happened in this manner.

22. O ascetic, reducing myself to ashes, I too shall
follow him. Be pleased to arrange for the pyre. This is the
eternal duty of women.

23. On hearing her words which he thought to be
proper, the ascetic arranged the pyre. She entered the pyre
dutifully.

24. In the meantime Siva himself appeared before her
and spoke praising her lovingly “O blessed lady, O blessed
lady.”

Siva said :—

25. O sinless lady, mention the boon you wish to
have. I am pleased with your conduct. There is nothing
which cannot be granted to you. I am utterly subservient to
you.

Nandifvara satd :—

26. On hearing the words of Siva yielding the greatest
bliss she felt the highest pleasure. She did not remember any-

27. On seeing her in that state, Siva was much deli-
ghted. He asked her again to mention the boon she wished
to have.

Siva said :—

28. This ascetic who is in my own form will assume
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the form of a swan in the next birth. He will lovingly
unite both of you.

29. This Bhilla will be born as Nala, the son of Vira-
sena, in the excellent city of Nisadha.? There is no doubt in
this.

30. You will be born in the illustrious city of Vidarbha’®
as the daughter of king Bhima. You will be famous as Dama-
yanti endowed with all good qualities.

31. After coming together you will enjoy royal plea-
sures. You will attain salvation too, inaccessible even to
leading Yogins.

Nandif vara said:—

32. After saying this, Siva assumed the form of phallic
image. He became stationary. He is thereafter remembered
as Acalesa.

33. O dear, the Bhilla Ahuka was born as the son of
Virasena in the city of Nisadha. He was the great king
Nala.

34. That great Bhilli, Ahukd was born as the daughter
of king Bhima in the city of Vidarbha. She became famous
as Damayanti.

35. Siva in the form of Yatinitha was born as a swan.
He managed the marriage of Damayanti with Nala.

36. It was due to the merit accruing from hospitality
that lord Siva gave them pleasure after assuming the form
of a swan.

37. The incarnation of Siva as the swan adept in the
art of intelligence, was the bestower of great bliss to Dama-
yanti as well as to Nala.

38. This great and holy narrative of Siva’s incarnation
of illustrious fame as swan is wonderful and indeed the bes-
tower of salvation

39. He who narrates or listens to the auspicious story
of incarnation of Yatinatha hamhsa, attains the greatest goal.

75. The city of Nisadha or Naisadha associated with King Nala
can be identified with Nalapura, modern Narwar situated on the river
Kilisindhu to the south-west of Gwalior.

76. The capital of Vidarbha is placed in Mahdr&stra. It is the same
as Kupdinpur modern Beder to the east of Amardvati 1n Berar,



40. The story is faultless, bestower of the fruits of all
desires and very excellent. It is conducive to the attainment
of heaven, fame and longevity. It enhances devotion.”

41. After hearing this narrative of Siva in the forms
of an ascetic and a swan, the hearer enjoys all pleasures here
and goes to Siva’s abode hereafter.

CHAPTER TWENTYNINE

(The incarnation of Siva as Krsnadarana)

Nandisvara said:—
1. O Sanatkumira, listen 1o the description of the

great incarnation of Siva, the excellent Krsnadar§ana who
gave perfect wisdom to Nabhaga.
2. Iksvaku and others were the sons of Sraddhadeva??
of whom Nabhaga, was the ninth. His son was Nabhaga.
3. Ambarisa was his son who was a devotee of Vignu
with whom the sage Durvasas was much pleased due to

his devotion for Brahmins.
4. O sage, the grandfather of Anibarisa was Nabhaga

to whom Siva imparted perfect knowledge. Listen to his
story.
5. Nabhaga the son of Manu, highly intelligent, and
with perfect control of his sense-organs stayed in the abode
of his preceptors for studies for a long time.

6. During this interval Iksvaku and other sons had
their due shares in the property without leaving any share
for Nabhaga.

7. At the behest of their father, the shrewd sons took
their shares and enjoyed the kingdom with out any misery.

They were fortunate.

77. According to this Purdna, Sriddhadeva had several sons, Iksviku
and others, of whom Nabhaga was the ninth. Nabhaga had a son named
Nabhaga. The latter had a son named Ambariga. Pargiter omits $ridd-
hadeva and Nabhaga and mentions Nibhiga instead of Nibhaga as the

father of Ambarisa.



Satarudrasarhitd 1191

8. After learning the Vedas with their sections and
sub-sections, in due course, the Brahmacirin Nabhga
returned.

9. O sage, on seeing his brothers Ikgviku and others
having taken their shares, Nabhaga desirous of his share told
them affectionately.

Nabhaga said:—

10. O my brothers you have taken your shares
duly without leaving anything for me. I have now come for
my share. Please give me mine.

11. Then we had forgotten to allow your share. We
shall certainly do it now. Our father is your share. Take him.

12. On bearing the words of his brothers Nabhaga
was surprised. He approached his father and said.

Nabhaga said:—

13. O father, my brothers have taken their shares
leaving me out. I had been to the preceptor’s abode for study
as a student.

14. When I returned I asked them to allot my share;

they replied that you are my share. I have now come for
that purpose.

Nandisvara said : —

15. O sage, on hearing his words, his father Sraddha-

deva was surprised. He consoled his son who was devoted to
truth and virtue.

Manu said:—

16. O dear, do not pay heed to what they said. It was
.only to deceive you. I am not a share by any means, an
instrument of enjoyment,

17. Still since I have been given as a share by the

deceitful persons I shall tell you the means of livelihood.
Hear attentively.

18. The intelligent Arigirasa brahmms are performing
a sacrifice. Every sixth day the rites are marred. ,
19. O wise Nabhaga, you go there and praise them.
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Recite two Vaiévadeva siikatas there. That sacrifice will then
become perfect.

20. As soon as the sacrifice is concluded those Bfahmins
going heavenwards will give you delightedly the wealth
left over in the sacrifice.

Nandifvara said:—

21. On hearing the words of his father, Nabhaga who
considered truth as virtue went eagerly where the excellent
sacrifice was on.

22. O sage, in that sacrifice during the diurnal rites
the intelligent son of Manu recited two Vaiévadeva siiktas
clearly.

23. When the sacrifice was concluded the Argirasa
brahmins gave him the wealth left after the sacrifice.

24. Realising that he was taking the wealth left after
the sacrifice, Siva of divine sports manifested himself all of a
sudden.

25. He was beautiul in every limb, a glorious Purusa
Krsnadaréana. It was to survey his emotional reaction and
to bestow on him the perfect knowledge as his share that the
lord manifested himself.

26. Lord Siva desirous of testing Nabhaga the son of

Manu approached from north and said.

Siva said —
27. O man, who are you that take away my assets and
wealth? Who has sent you here? Tell me the whole truth.

Nandifvara said :—
28. On heaving his words, O dear, the poet Nabhaga,
son of Manu humbly replied t» the Purusa Krsnadarsana.

Nabhaga said:—
29. This wealth of the sacrifice has been given to me

by the sages. Why do you, O Kfr...adarsana prevent me from
taking it.

NandiSpara said:—
30. On hearing these truthful words uttered by

Nabhaga, the delighted purusa Krsnadarsana spoke.
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Kysnadarsana  said:—

31. O dear, in our dispute the ultimate authority is
your father. Go to him and ask him. What he says will be
true and final.

Nendisvara said:—

32. On hearing his words, the wise Nabhaga son of
Manu, approached his father anxiously, O sage, and asked
him about what he said.

33. On hearing what his son said, Manu Sriddha-
deva remembered the lotus-like feet of Siva and after re-
collecting spoke to him.

Monu said:—
34, O dear, listen to my words : that Purusa is lord
Siva. Every object is his and particularly what is obtained

from the sacrifice.
35. That what is left over atter the sacrifice is

Siva’s share. This argument is current among some in-
telligent people due to his will.

36. Undoubtedly lord Siva deserves everything. What
then of the wealth left over in a sacrifice ? More depends on
the lord’s wish.

37. O Nabhaga, the lord has come in that form
in order to bless you. Go there. Propitiate him properly.

38. Request him to forgive your fault. Bow to him
well and eulogise him. That Siva alone is the lord of all,
the lord of sacrifice, the lord of everything.

39. Visnu, Brahma and other gods, Siddhas and the
sages, O dear, arc competent in their respective duties only
due to his blessings.

40. O foremost of my sons, go there quickly. Do not
delay. Propitiate the great god, the lord of all by every
means.

Nandisvara said :—

41-42. After saying this, Manu Sraddhadeva, sent his son
immediately to Siva. After approaching him and bowing to
him with palms joined in reverence and head bent down, the
delighted Nabhaga of great intellect spoke to him humbly.
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Nabhaga said:—
43, O lord, my father says that whatever there is in

the three worlds is yours to be sure. What then. about

the wealth left over in a sacrifice ?
44. O lord, what I said before was done in error and

ignorance. Please forgive the same. 1 propitiate you with
my head bent down.

45. After saying this, Nabhaga of dejected mind, eu-
logised lord Siva Krsnadar§ana with palms joined in

reverence and with his head bent down.
46. The pure-souled Sriddhadeva too with head bent

and palms joined eulogised the lord and requested him to
forgive his fault.

47. In the meantime, Visnu, Brahmi, Indra and the
gods, Siddhas and the sages came there.

48. They were jubilant. They joined their palms in
reverence. With great devotion they severally bowed down

and eulogised.
49. Then the delighted Rudra, Krsnadarana glanced

at them with sympathetic eyes and smilingly spoke to
Nabhaga.

Krsnadar$ana said :—
50. What your father said is virtuous and true. You

too spoke the tmuth. Hence you are good. There is no doubt
in this.

51. Hence I am delighted with your holy rites.
Sympathetically I am conferring on you the eternal Brahman,
the perfect knowledge.

52. Be great ang:l wise, O Nabhaga, along with the
brahmins immediately.: Take all this wealth granted by me
out of compassion.

53. O intelligent one, enjoy all pleasures without any
aberration. By my grace you will attain the good goal along
with the brahmin sacrificers.

Nandifvara said :—
54. 'O dear, after saying this, lord Siva, favourably
disposed to truth, vanished there itself even as all were

watching.
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55. Visnu, Brahma, the gods and all others, O ex-
cellent sage, went to their respective abodes after joyously
bowing to that direction.

56. Sriddhadeva too, accompanied by his son, went
joyously to his abode. After enjoying extensive pleasures he
went to Siva’s city in the end.

57. Thus, O Brahmin, the incarnation of Siva, named
Krsnadar§ana, bestower of bliss on Nabhaga, has been
narrated to you.

58. This narrative is holy and conducive to worldly
enjoyment. It grants salvation to the good. It yields the
fruits of desires to those who read and listen to it.

59. The intelligent man who remembers this narrative
both in the morning and in the evening becomes wise and
knower of mantras. He attains the greatest goal in the end.

CHAPTER THIRTY

(The incarnation of Siva as Avadhiitesvara)

Nandisvara said :—

1. O son of Brahma, listen to the first incarnation of
the great lord, named Avadhite§vara, who dispelled the ar-
rogance of Indra.

2. O sage, formerly Indra accompanied by Brhaspati
and the other gods went to Kaildsa in order to see Siva.

3-4. On knowing that Brhaspati and Indra weré
coming and in order to test their mind in their eagerness to
see him, the lord indulging in different kinds of sports as-
sumed the form of an Avadhiita. He was naked. He looked
fierce and had the lustre of blazing fire.

5. The Avadhiita, the goal of the good, blocked their
way. He stood there with matted hair hanging loosely. and
the whole feature shining brilliantly.

6. Passing that way towards Siva, Brhaspati and Indra
saw the gigantic figure of wonderful features on the way.
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7. Without knowing that the Purusa was Siva himself,
O sage, Indra who was arrogant due to his authonty asked
him as he stood in his way.

Indra said :—

8. Who are you? Whence have you come in this
form of a naked Avadhiita? What is your true name? Tell
me quickly and factually. -

9. Is Siva in his abode? Or has he gone out? I am
now going to see him along with my preceptor and the gods.

Nandifvara said :—
10. When asked by Indra that Purusa who was lord

Siva himself who had taken that body sportively in order to
quell his arrogance did not say anything.

11, Indra asked him again; but Siva whose ways are
unknown, who was in the naked form and who was the
creator of fanciful things did not say anything.

12. Again Indra, the lord of heaven and the master
of the three worlds, asked him. The great Yogin of great
sports remained silent.

13. Though asked by Indra again and again thus, lord
Siva remained silent desirous of quelling the arrogance of
Indra.

14. Then the lord of the gods proud of his suzerainty
over the three worlds became furious and said rebuking the

lord having matted hair.

Indra said :—
15. O you fool, even though I am asking, you are

not giving me any answer. Hence I am going so kill you
with' my thunderbolt. O wicked fellow, who is there to
protect you?

16. After saying this and staring at him in fury Indra
raised his thunderbolt in order to kill the naked person.

17. On seeing Indra lifting up the thunderbolt, Siva
made his hand stunned.

18. Then that Purusa, furious and terrific, with terrible
eyes, blazed with his brilliance as though he would burn

everything.
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19. The lord of Saci burnt within himself due to the
anger resulting from the benumbed state of his hand like a
serpent whose fury had been curbed by a magical formula.

20. On seeing the Purusa blazing thus in his own
brilliance Brhaspati knew him to be Siva and bowed to
him soon.

21. Brhaspati of liberal mind kept his palms joined
together and prostrated on the ground like a staff and eu-
logised him with devotion.

Brhaspati said : -
22. O great god, lord of the gods, favourably disposed
towards those who scek refuge in you, O lord of Gauri, be

pleased. O lord of all, obeisance be to you.
23. Even Brahma, Visnu and others are all deluded

by your Maya. They do not know you really. If at all
they know, it is only by your blessings.

Nandifvara said :—
24, After culogising lord Siva, Brhaspati made Indra

fall at his feet.
25. O dear, then the liberal-minded preceptor of the
gods, Brhaspati, thc intelligent one, bowed humbly and

spoke thus.

Brhaspatli said :—
26. O great god, lord of the distressed, please raise
me up, who have fallen at your fcet. Do not be furious.

Be kind and loving.
27. O great god, be satisfied. Save Indra who has

sought rcfuge in you. Fire originating from your eyc in the

forchcad is coming out.

Nandisvara said :—

28. On hearing the words of Brhaspati, the lord in
the form of Avadhiita, the ocean of mercy, indulging in good
sports, laughingly said.

Avadhiita said :—
29. FHow can I withhold the firc that has come out of
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my eyec due to anger? How can a serpent take up a slough
that has been cast off.

Nandisvara said :—
30. On hearing these words of Siva, Brhaspati with

his mind agitated due to fright spoke again with palms
joined in reverence.

Brhaspati said :—

31. O lord, devotees are always to be pitied. O Siva,
thus make your name Bhaktavatsala true.

32. O lord of the gods, it behoves you to cast off this
fire elsewhere. Please lift up Indra since you are the up-
lifter of all devotees.

Nandifvara ¢aid :—

33. Thus requested by Brhaspati, Siva who bore the
name of Bhaktavatsala, the delighted soul and the dispeller of
the distress of those who bow down, replied.

Siva said :—

34. O preceptor of the gods, I am pleased with you.
I shall grant you excellent boon. You will be famous as
‘Jiva’ because you have gifted life to Indra.

35. I shall cast off this fire which has come out of the
eye in my forehead, and which is unbearable to the gods,
so that it will not afflict Indra.

Nandifvara said :—

36. After saying this he took the wonderful fire, origi-
nating from his eye in the forechead in his hand and cast it
off into the briny sea.”8

37. Then that fire originating from the eye in the
forehead of Siva and cast off into the briny sea became a
boy immediately.

38. He became tbe lord of Asuras known as Jalandhara
and Sindhuputra (Son of the Sea). At the request of the
gods, lord Siva slew him.

78. It refers to the briny ocean lying to the west of Bhérata.
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39. After carrying out this task Siva, the benefactor
of the worlds in the form of Avadhiita, vanished from there.

40. The gods became happy and fearless. Brhaspati
and Indra became free from terror and attained supreme
happiness.

41. After seeing the lord for which they had come
there, Brhaspati and Indra returned to their respective abodes
joyous and contented.

42, Thus the incarnation Avadhiitesvara of lord Siva
has been narrated by me. It yields the highest bliss and
punishes the wicked.

43. This narrative is faultless and conducive to heaven
and fame. It yields worldly pleasures and salvation. Tt 1s
divine and it gives the fruits of all desires.

44. He who listens to this or narrates this with atten-
tive mind enjoys all pleasures and attains the goal of Siva
in the end.

CHAPTER THIRTYONE

_ (The incarnation of Siva as Bhiksuvarya)

NandiSvara said :—

1. O excellent sage, I shall now narrate the incarna-
tion of Siva in which he dispelled the suspicion of a brahmin
woman.

2. There was a king in the land of Vidarbha, named
Satyaratha. He was virtuous, regularly observing truthfulness
and a favourite of great devotees of Siva.

3. O sage, as the king ruled over the kingdom virtuously
observing piety to Siva, a long time elapsed very happily.

4. Once a great fight ensued between that king and
the Silvas who laid siege to his city with many armies
puffed up with their strength.

5. The king of Vidarbha had a terrible fight with them.
But his armies were destroyed and he was killed by Silvas
due to adverse fate,
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6. When the king was. killed in the battlc by the
Silvas, the terrified soldiers who survived death fled along
with the ministers. .~

7. His crowned queen who was pregnant and who had
been imprisoned by the enemies escaped from the city, O
sage, during the night.

8. Coming out of the city the grief-stricken crowned
queen slowly went very far in the eastern direction with her

heart set on the lotus-like feet of Siva.
9. Early in the morning next day after she had

traversed a long way, the queen saw a pure lake, thanks to

the mercy of Siva.
10, After reaching the banks of the lake the distressed
beloved of the king, of tender body, resorted to a shady tree

for rest and stay.
11. Fortunately in an auspicious and meritorious hour

the queen gave birth to a son endowed with all divine
characteristics.

12. The thirsty mother, the wife of the king, entered
the lake for drinking water but as willed by fate she was

devoured by a crocodile in the water.
13. The son bereft of father and mother, distressed by

hunger and thirst at the time of birth, cried out.

14. O sage, when the new born babe was weeping ard
wailing in the forest, lord Siva, the immanent soul and pro-
tector, was moved to pity.

15. A wandering beggar woman came there acciden-
tally, urged mentally by Siva, the dispeller of fcar.

16. She was a widow and was herself carrying her one
year old son. She saw an orphaned child weeping there.

17. O sage, on secing an infant boy in the desolate
forest that brahmin woman was surprised and pondered over
the situation in diversc ways.

18. *““An extremely wonderful thing has becn seen by
me now. It cannot be conceived by the mind or cxplained in
words.

19. This infant whose umbilical cord has not been cut
lies on the bare ground. He has no mather. He is weeping
but he is very brilliant
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20. He has no parents or persons to help him. What
might have caused this ? Alas, how strong is power of fate !

21. 1do not know his parentage. There is none who
knows him. Whom can I enquire about the details of his
birth ? But I feel drawn towards him.

22. Without knowing his birth and parcntage I shall
not touch him™ although I wish to nourish him and bring
him up as a child born of me.”

Nandisvara said:—

23. While the cxcellent brahmin lady was musing thus,
Siva favourably disposed to his devotees, took pity.

24. Lord Siva of great sports, bestower of happiness
on devotees in every respect, unconditionally for ever, by
himself assumed the form of a mendicant,

25. The mendicant who was lord Siva himself suddenly
came to the place where the doubting brahmin lady, desi-
rous of knowing the details, was standing.

26. The lord whose ways are unscrutable, who is the
storehouse of mercy and who assumed the form of the leading
mendicant, laughed and told the brahmin lady.

The mendicant said :—
27. O brahmin lady, do not entertain any doubt in

your mind. Do not be sorry. Protect this pure boy, your
adopted son, lovingly.

28. Ere long you will attain a grecat glory through this
infant. Nourish this extremely brilliant infant by all means.

Nandisvara said :—

29. That brahmin lady rcspectfully and lovingly asked
Siva, the storehouse of mercy, in the form of a mendicant

who spoke thus.

The brahmin lady said :—

30. At your behest T shall nourish and bring up this
boy as though he is my own son. There shall be no: doubt
in this. You have come here by my good fortune.

79. Read #’Pﬂ'ﬁg for ﬂ'ﬂ‘cﬁ of the printed Skt. text.



1202 Sivapurdna

31. Still T wish to know the particular details and
facts about him. Whose son is he ? Who are you, that
have come here ?

32. O lord, O excellent mendicant, again and again
the thought occurs to me that you are Siva, the ocean of
mercy and this infant had been your devotee formerly.

33. Through some defect in his past actions he has
attained this plight. After experiencing it he will surely
attain glory, thanks to your bliss,

34. Itis by your Maya that I have been deluded. I

had lost my way. In order to protect him I have been
urged by you to come over here.

Nandisvara said:—

35. Siva in the guise of a mendicant spoke to the
brahmin lady who had attained perfect knowledge by seeing
him and who evinced the desire to know the details.

The mendicant said :—

36. O brahmin lady, listen with pleasure to the an-
tecedents of this boy. O sinless one, I shall mention all the
details to you.

37. This boy is the son of Satyaratha, king of Vidarbha
a great devotee of Siva and devoted to his duty.-

38. Listen, the king Satyaratha was killed by his
enernies in the battle. His excited and distressed wife set out
from the palace at night.

39. She came here in the morning and gave birth to
this boy. Due -to thirst she got into the lake and as fate
would have it, was seized by the crocodile.

Nandifvara satd :—

40. Thus he narrated to her all the details, the manner
of his birth, the death of his father in the battle and that
of his mother due to the crocodile. '

41. O great sage, then the brahmin lady who was
surprised asked the mendicant of perfect knowledge in the
form of a Siddha, again.
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The brahmin lady said :—
. 42. O mendicant, how was his father, the king, killed
in the midst of his enjoyment of excellent pleasures, by his

enemies the Silvas in a few days ?
43. How was the mother of this infant devoured by

. the crocodile so suddenly ? How did he happen to be or-
phaned and helpless ever since his birth ?

44, How is it that my son too is very poor and a
beggar ? O mendicant, how will these two sons attain
happiness ? Please tell me.
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