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SKANDA PURANA
BooOK II: VAISNAVAKHANDA

SECTION III: BADARIKASRAMA-MAHATMYA

CHAPTER ONE
Superiority of the Holy Place BadarikiSrama over all Tirthas'

Salutation to Sri Ganes$a
Obeisance to the Lord of Sri Badari

Saunaka said:

1. Sita! O Siita! O illustrious one! The most excellent one among
persons conversant with all holy rites and pious activities! O sage
equipped with the knowledge of the essence of all the scriptures and
fully accomplished in the Purdna Lore!

2. Vyasa, the son of Satyavati, is the immutable Lord Visnu him-
self. Since you are his favourite disciple, there is no one else who is

a better knower than you.
3. At the advent of the terrible Kali Yuga which is destitute of

all the Dharmas, people become perpetrators of vicious actions. They
are bereft of all piety.

|. Badanikiiframa (mod. Badrindth): Also known as BadarT and Visila Badan.
This sacred place of Vignu in Garhwal (U.P.) lies on a peak of the main Hima-
layan range, also known as Gandhamidana. The temple of Nara-Nirlyapa is built
on the west bank of Alakgnandi (Bishenganagh) over the site of a hot spring called
Agni Kunda. It is equidistant from the two mountains known as Nara and Nirlyana
(De 15). Sages Nara and Nirlyapa, sons of Mlrti and Dharma, performed penance
here (Mbh, Vana 40.1). Pindavas performed a pilgrimage here (Mbh, Vanas 145).
BdP II1. 25,67 and VP V. 37.34 repeat the association of Nara and Nirlyana with
Badari. NP II. 67 deacribes Badarf at length and specifies the sub-Tirthas. Parifars,
father of Vylisa, resided here (Parifars Smyti 1.5). Everything hereof: the river,
rocks in the rivers, Kundas of water, streams, is sacred—each justified with a
mythical legend. |
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4. Their span of life is short. They are of little vitality, strength
and vigour, penance, holy rites etc. All of them are engaged in sinful
activities. They have eschewed the Vedas and scriptures.

5. They are devoid of performance of pilgrimages, penances, charit-
able rites and devotion to Hari. How can the redemption of these small
creatures be effected with small effort?

6 Which is the most excellent Tirtha? Which is the most excel-
lent holy place? Wherefrom can those who are desirous of salvation
achieve the final emancipation? Where is the assembly of sages?

7  Which is that place where austerities and mantras yield fulfilment
with a very little effort? Where does the glorious Lord of lords of the
worlds dwell, who is the source of blessings and mercy unto the pas-
sionately devoted ones?

8. O holy sage highly efficient in blessing the people for the sake
of the welfare of all the worlds, tell me this and all other things which
are beneficial to others as their highest objective.

Sita replied:

9. Very well! Very well! O illustrious one, you are devoted to the

welfare of others. You have washed off all your mental impurities by
means of your loving devotion to Hari.

~10. Itis as if the son of Devaki(Krsna) has occupied my lotus-

like heart by association with you, O Brahmanical sage. Rare indeed

is contact with saintly people.

11. Association with good men is very difficult to get in this
world. It dispels the accumulated mass of sins. It helps the (spiritual)
progress of those who have undue attachment to their bodies and of
those who have no control over their own self, with the superior merit
(of such association).

12. Association with good men is very difficult to have for men
in all the three worlds. It removes the bondage of the heart of those
people who are afflicted by the bonds of Karmas. It accords lofty re-
gions to those people who take to petty prattles. It affords rest to those
who are weary on account of repeated births, deaths and other attivi-

ties.

Silta said :

13. O good Sir, this question was put formerly by Skande to the
Lord of the Daughter of the Mountain (Siva). The place was the beau-
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tiful peak of Kaildsa. The sages were listening to it from all around.
The purpose of the question was bringing about the salvation of good

people.

Skanda asked :

14-15. O Lord, the glorious lord of the men of Y&dava clan is the
maker, annihilator, protector and preceptor of all the worlds. For the
sake of the welfare of all creatures he has resolved to perform penance.
Where does that Lord reside now at the advent of the Kali Age which
is bereft of (i.e. has no regard for) the Vedas and Scriptures?

16. Which are the meritorious sacred places, Tirthas and sacred
rivers? By whom is the Lord, the Slayer of Madhu, attained directly?
O Lord, O father, kindly tell this to me who am full of faith.

Sri Mahideva replied:

17-18. There are many Tirthas and holy places, O Six-faced One,
where Hari is desirous of staying. Some of them are capable of yield-
ing the desired objects to seekers of the ultimate truth. Some of them
are bestowers of salvation. Some Tirthas which bestow both the ben-
efits of here and hereafter, yield much merit.

19-22a.  (The following are the holy rivers':) Gangi, Godavari,
Revid (Narmada), Tapati, Yamuna, Ksipra, Sarasvati, the holy Gautami,
Kau$iki, Kaveri, Tamraparni, Candrabhiaga, Mahendraja (‘rising from
the mountain Mahendra’), Citrotpala, Vetravati, Sarayii—a meritorious
river, Carmanvati, Satadru, Payasvini, Atrisarhbhava (‘born of Atri’),
‘Gandika, Bahuda, Sindhu and Sarasvati—all these are sacred and
meritorious. When repeatedly served these yield worldly pleasures and
salvation.

22b-23.  (The holy places?® are:) Ayodhya, Dvarika, Kasi, Mathura,
Avantika, Kuruksetra, Ramatirtha, Kaiici, Purusottama (Jagannatha Purd),

1. Modern names of the rivers mentioned: TapatT (TapT or Tiptl). Gautamy
(Godavari) (the name is repeated), Kauiki (KosT); Candrabhiigd (Chenab); Citrotpall
(Mahinadt or rather Chittutoll), Vetravatf (Betwa in M.P.) (De 50); Carmanvat
(Chambal in Malwa, M.P.); Satadru (Sutlej); Payasvinl (Paisuni or Pisani, a tribu-
tary of Yamyni—De 156); Gapdikd (Gandak), Bihudd (Dhumela or Burhi-Rap(
a feeder of Rapti in Oudh—De 10).

2. Modem names of the ancient places: Dardura (Nilgiri Hills)—De 53. Varkha-
Ksetra—Baramula in Kashmir. It is on the right bank of Vitastl, at the head of
western enttahce in Kashmir valley. (HD 1V, p. 818)
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Puskara, Dardura, the holy spot Viriha created by Brahma and the
highly meritorious holy place named Badari which is the means for the
achievement of all objectives in life.

24. By duly visiting Ayodhya, the city which is the sole means
of achieving salvation, (devotees) are rid of all their sins. They go to
the region of Hari.

25. (Devotees of Hari) (go to Ayodhya) after leaving their houses.
There they engage themselves in worshipping, dancing and singing songs
of praise in diverse ways, in the places which Visnu (i.e. Rima) had
previously resorted to and where he had moved about. By meditating
on Hari they go to heaven and they frustrate the endeavour of the god
of Death.

26 If a person takes his bath at Svargadvira (i.e. Ayodhy3) and
sees the abode of Rama with purity (of mind and body), he becomes
one who has fulfilled his task. Hence I do not see (any need of) further
activity for him (for salvation).

27. At Dvirikd Hari never leaves his abode. Even now his man-
sion is clearly seen by some meritorious persons.

28. If a man takes his holy bath in Gomati and views the lotus-
like face of Krsna, he becomes liberated, O Six-faced One, even with-
out Sarhkhya (i.e. perfect knowledge).

29. Even the immortal Devas wish for death that brings in great
benefit in (Varanasi) which extends to five Krosas (i.e. 5X3 = 15 Kms)
and lies between (rivers) Varund and Asi. What to say of ordinary
human beings?

30. If a man takes his bath in Manikarni, Jiidnavapi, Visnupaddodaka
(i.e. Gangl) and the lake Paficanada (Paficaganga), he will never drink
the breast-milk of a mother.

31. Bven if a man casually visits Vi§vesa (i.e. Siva) at Kast, O
Six-faced One, he becomes liberated without any further birth or death.
32a. Why should I say much? Nowhere is there a holy place like
this. -

32b. One who performs penance and observes holy fasts in Mathuri
and goes to the place of birth (of Krsna) becomes rid of all sins.

33. By taking bath in Viérantitirtha in accordance with the in-
junctions and offering libations to the Pitrs with gingelly seeds and
water, one redeems them from hell and goes to the world of Visnu.

34. If unwittingly a man commits a sin there, it becomes reduced
to ash instantaneously, if he has his holy ablution in ViSrinta (Tirtha).

35. Men who duly take their holy bath in the month of Vaifikha
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at Avanti in river Siprd, will never undergo the state of a ghost even
in the course of hundreds of births.

36. By taking holy bath in Kotitirtha, visiting god Siva called
Mahikila and feeding excellent Brihmanas, one is liberated from all
sins.

37. This is a holy spot yielding salvation. It is the direct means
of attaining my world. By making charitable gifts poverty is eradicated
(and there is happiness) here and hereafter.

38. By gifting gold (to Brihmanas) in accordance with one’s ca-
pacity at Kuruksetra in R&matirtha during solar eclipse a man becomes
liberated.

39. Men who accept those gifts out of covetousness will never
attain manhood even in the course of hundreds and crores of Kalpas.

40. In the holy spot of Hari people should take their bath in the
water of his holy feet (i.e. Gangid) and see Hari. By doing so they will
be rid of all their sins and will rejoice with Hari.

41. Many groups of Sky-walkers (gods etc.) stay here. Groups of
sages eat fruits, roots and leaves. The sages here restrain their breaths
and thereby they have gradually subdued the power of sense-organs.

42. In VisnukificT Hari is directly present. In SivakaficT Siva himself
is present. Since there is no difference between these two, salvation
is within the reach of everyone through devotion (to either). If they
differentiate between Siva and Visnu, men wil} meet with evil results.

43. If a man takes his holy bath in Mirkandeya Hrada and sees
Jaganniitha (at Puri) at least once, he shall stop sucking the breasts of
a mother even without recourse to Jiianayoga (redeeming knowledge or
practice of yoga).

44. On a day in conjunction with the constellation Rohinl, one
should take holy bath in the ocean or Indradyumna Hrada and then
consume the Naivedya of Visnu. Thereby one obtains residence in
Vaikuntha.

45. The holy spot (Purusottama Ksetra) extending to ten Yojanas
(i.e. 10x12 = 120 Kms) is situated on the conchshell (i.e. a place with
the shape of a conchshell). Even worms there will have a form having
four arms. There is no doubt about this.

46. On the Kirttiki day one should take bath at Puskara, perform
Sraddha with monetary gifts and feed Brihmapas devoutly. Thereby
one is honoured in the world of Brahma.

47. If a man takes his holy bath in the lake at least once, and
sees the sacrificial post with great concentration and mental purity, he
shall be rid of all sins and will be born as an excellent Brihmana.
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48-49a. The benefit that one obtains by practising Yoga for sixty
thousand years, can be obtained by duly taking a bath in Saukara Tirtha
and worshipping Hari with purity. The sins committed in the course of
seven births perish instantaneously.

49b-50. Tirthardja (Praydga) is of great merit. It is resorted to by
all the other Tirthas. By performing holy rites the desires of all crea-
tures who wish for anything shall be realized. By taking holy bath in
Veni (Triveni, i.e. confluence of Ganga, Yamuni and Sarasvatl) one
shall become purified. Thereafter, one should visit Madhava. Thereby
one enjoys the pleasures of meritorious persons and in the end attain
the state of Madhava (himself).

51-52. Merely by reciting the name of Badari one attains the
benefit which a man full of devotion gets by bathing in Triveni in the
month of Migha.

The Tirtha called Dasad$vamedhika yields the benefit of ten sacri-
fices.

O son, it (i.e. the glory of Tirthas) has been succinctly spoken. What
more do you wish to hear?

Sri Mahadeva said:

53. The holy spot of Hari named Badari is difficult of access in
all the three worlds. Merely by remembering the holy place men who
have committed gresat sins are immediately absolved of sins. Those
who die there attain salvation.

54. Even a mental pilgrimage to Badari becomes equal to a se-
vere penance performed in other Tirthas.

55. There are many Tirthas in heaven, earth and nether worlds,
but there never was a Tirtha like Badarl nor will there ever be (one).

56. Within a moment one gets in Visald (i.e. Badari) that benefit
which one derives after performing thousands of sacrifices or a pen-
ance with only air as subsistence.

57. This holy spot is called Muktiprada (‘bestower of salvation’)
in Krtayuga, Yogasiddhidi (‘bestower of yogic powers’) in Tretiyuga,
and Vi€ald in Dvipara; and in Kali Age it is called Badarikaframa.

58. The gross and the subtle body are the dwelling places of the
JIva. Since the holy spot destroys it through perfect knowledge, it is
called Visala. '

59. This holy spot exudes nectar because of the contact of a Badari
tree (jujube tree); so it is called Badari by wise men, where lives a

group of sages.
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60. Lord Visnu may abandon all the Tirthas in the course of dif-
ferent Yugas on different occasions, but he never leaves Badari.

61. O Guha, by visiting Badarl one obtains that benefit which
peaple derive by taking a plunge in all the Tirthas or by performing
penance, yogic practice and Samidhi (meditation).

62. The beuefit obtained by yogic practice in sixty thousand years
is obtained in a day by staying at Virfinasi and the same benefit by
(simply) going to Badarf.

63. It is called Vi§ila as it is the abode of all the Tirthas, all
the Devas and all the sages.

CHAPTER TWO

Agni Eulogizes the Lord

Skanda asked:

1. How did this (holy place) originate? By whom was this holy
spot resorted to? Who is its presiding deity? Tell these in detail.

Siva said:

2. This (sacred place) is beginningless like the Vedas which con-
stitute Hari's body. The presiding deity is Hari himself. It is resorted
to by Narada and others.

3. Formerly, in the beginning of Krtayuga, Brahmi attempted to
have sexual intercourse with his own daughter who was richly endowed
with beauty and youth.

4-5. On seeing him like that I cut off his head with a sword into
five parts in a great fury.' Taking the skull (sticking to) the hand that
attempted the murder of Brahma, | immediately left the place in order
to resort to various Tirthas in heaven, earth and nether worlds and
performed penances as well.

6. But (the sin of) the slaughter of Brahma did not leave me. The
skull remained (stuck up) like that on my hand. Then |1 went to Vaikuntha
to see Hari, the Lord of Laksmi.

7. Bowing down with humility and saluting him again and again,
I mentioned all my distress to that merciful soul.

1. Removal of the fifth head of Brahma by Siva for his improper hehaviour with

his deughteris not mentioned in Mbh. In DB the reason of heheading was Brahmi's
arrogance and fust in other Purinas.




8 Skandsa Purdina

8-15. On his advice I went to Badari. At that very moment the
(sin of the) slaughter of Brahmi (the skull stuck up to my hand) began
to tremble frequently. That skull dropped down from my hand and vanished.'

Ever since I respectfully stay there along with Parvati, performing
penance and causing delight to the sages.

I have infinite times more delight there than what I have in Vardnasi,
on the peak of SriSaila and on Kaildsa along with Parvati.

In other holy spots, people attain salvation after death and when
their duties have been duly completed. But, merely by visiting Badari,
salvation comes within the reach of all men. VaiS§vanara (Fire-god)
himself is present where Hari is present. At that place my Linga has
been installed in the form of Keddra. By visiting, touching and wor-
shipping Kedira with devotional feelings, the sins committed in the
course of crores of births become reduced to ash instantaneously.

There in that holy spot I stay with only one digit. All (the other)
fifteen Kalas (digits) are particularly deposited here in the middle of
the idol.

16. Sivayogins themselves worship the Matted-hair-bearing Lord
(Siva). They have conquered the fear of the god of Death. Deer-skin
and elephant-hide constitute their good clothes. Excellent Vibhiti (holy
ash) and matted hair are ornaments unto them.

17. They are contented with fruits, leaves, water and air. With
their minds devoted to Siva they have frustrated the attempt of the god
of Death ( to get them). Their intellect of great prosperity has sur-
passed by their quality of clearness the (translucent) Manasa lake situ-
ated on the excellent mountain.

18. Their lotus-like faces have the tender lustre of lotuses. By
means of Siva’s mercifulness they have utterly defeated their enemies.
With eyes fixed on Siva they keep their palms joined together on their
heads. Thus they worship Siva at dusk.

19. They hold the rosaries of beads in their hands. They have
perfect calmness and contentedness. They are devoted to the perfor-
mance of obeisance and daily prayer to the Moon-crested Lord. Since
they meditate on the lotus-like feet of Hara, they obtain perfect knowl-
edge and a form that brings in distress to the feelings of love in the
people because they have perfect identity with Sarva (Siva).

1. Practically every important holy place claims a Kapila-mocans Kupda. Brahmi's
head sticking to Rudra’s hand fell down by the efficacy of the holy Kupda. Here
mare entry into BadarY did the trick. Hence the claim of Badarikiframa to be the
holiest place.
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20. By the worship of my Linga there the people, when they die
at Varanasi, are redeemed by the one who is called Brahma.

21.  Vahnitirtha remains shining near the feet of the Lord. By
seeing the great Linga named Kedira one does not have any rebirth
thereafter.

Skanda said:

22. Why did Vaiévinara, the glorious and sole cause of all the
worlds, station himself at Badari?!' Narrate it to me, O one of great
wisdom.

Siva said:

23-24 Formerly there was an assemblv of sages who had subli-
mated their sexual energy, at the place where goddess Ganga had joined
Kalindi. It is the holy spot named DasaS§vamedhika well-known in the
three worlds. Fire-god was present there bowing down with great hu-
mility. Standing in front of the sages he began to ask:

Vaisvanara asked.

25-26. O sages, you are the most excellent ones among the knowers
of Brahman. Your eye of knowledge sees equally what is seen and
what is unseen (by ordinary people). You all are full of kindness to-
wards the distressed. Your heart melts with pity. You are all full of
mercy. Your minds are not contaminated by the sins arising from all
evil characteristics. O most excellent ones among those who know
Brahman, how can I get free from hell?

27. There came the prominent sage Vyiisa, the greatest among
all excellent sages. After taking his holy dip in the waters of Ganga,
he spoke these words:

Vyasa said:

28-29. There is a very great means for getting free from the sin
born of your fault called omnivorousness. Resort to Badari where Lord
Janiirdana, the lord of Devas, is himself present. The Slayer of Madhu
is the destroyer of the sins of both devotees and non-devotees.

1. In fact the Agni-tirtha or the hot-water spring at that height of the Himalayas
was the main factor in increasing the importance of Badarl. The mythical legend
narrated herg is just an explanation of its existence and is meant to enhance the

importance of Badarf.
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30. There you take your holy bath in the waters of Gang3 and
circumambulate Hari. Then prostrate yourself like a rod. Thereby, all
the sins will be destroyed.

31-32. On hearing the advice orally given by Vyisa, which the
(other) sages supported, Vahni started towards the North and went to
Mt. Gandhamadana.

After arriving at Badariki, he took his holy bath in the waters of
Gangia. He then went to the hermitage of Nirdyana, bowed down de-
voutly and prayed:

Agni said:

33. I bow down to the sole lord of the universe who is ancient
and eternal; who is replete with pure and perfect knowledge; who is
the lord and sire of the creators of the universe; who is one as well
as many; who is resorted to by infinite number of persons and is of pure
intellect.

34. Taking up his Sakti in the form of Mayi (the Lord assumes
three forms which I worship). 1 worship the Lord, the Creator of the
universe, who is endowed with Rajoguna. 1 worship the cause of its
sustenance by means of Sattvaguna. | praise Ugra the annihilator by
means of Tamoguna.

35. The Lord, the Atman, enchants the universe by means of Avidya.
The sole form of Vidya extensively spreads in the three worlds. I resort
to the omniscient Lord who is the resort of Vidya and who becomes
Jiva (the individual soul) through Avidya.

36. I praise the Lord who reveals (himself in) forms in accor-
dance with the wishes of devotees, who adopts the yogic slumber on
the vast body (of the serpent-king), who is the power wearing yellow
silken clothes and who has eight wonderful powers.

37. The Lord who is stationed in the heart and is eulogized by
all became delighted. He spoke these sweet words to Pavaka (Fire-god)
who sought sanctity:

Srr Nirdyapa said:

38. Choose the boon. Welfare unto you. | am the bestower of
boons and I have come. I am pleased with this prayer of yours as well
as ypur humility, O sinless one.
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Agni said:
39. Itis known to you fully why 1 have come. Still I shall speak
it by way of carrying out the behest of the Lord.

40. Indeed I am Sarvabhaksa (‘consumer of everything'). How
can I have redemption? On this account | am excessively frightened.

Sr7 Nariyana said-

41. Merely by seeing the holy spot the sin of living beings ceases
to exist. With my favour may you never have any sin.

42. Thereafter, Pivaka who is present all round in the form of a
Bhiita (Element) remained there by means of a single Kala (digit). He
was rid of all defects.

43. He who gets up in the morning and with purity listens to this
or recites this, shall undoubtedly attain the merit of a holy bath in
Agnitirtha.

CHAPTER THREE

The Greatness of Agnitirtha and Silds of
Narada and Markandeya

Skanda said:

1. O Lord, O lord of all living beings, O expert in all holy rites,
O father, kindly narrate to me the greatness of Agnitirtha.

Siva said:

2. This is an extremely secret Tirtha, resorted to by all the (other)
Tirthas. Out of deference to you I shall relate it succinctly.

3. Those who have committed (the five) Mahapatakas (great sins),
those who have commiitted sins called Atipatakas,' O son, become pure
without any exertion merely by bathing (in it).

4. A sin lasting till death, which cannot be dispelled even by
expiatory rites, is destroyed merely by ablution in Vahnitirtha.

1. Atipieakas: Sins due to sexual intercourse with nearest relatives such as
brothers and sisters, father and daughter.
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5. Just as gold excessively contaminated by impurities becomes
pure (in fire), so also by resorting to Agnitirtha the embodied soul
becomes rid of sins.

6. Merely by taking his bath here a man gets the merit which one
gets in other holy spots by performing severe penance for three years
and taking (nothing but) drops of water from the tip of a Kuéa blade.

7. If people feed Brihmanas here in accordance with their afflu-
ence, there shall never be poverty in their families.

8. One who casts off his life in Agnitirtha by observing fast,
breaks through the worlds of the Sun etc. and reaches the world of
Visnu.

9. By taking his holy bath in Vahnitirtha, a man obtains that
merit which is acquired by thousands of Candrayanas and crores of
Krechras.

10. This is my opinion that people who have committed the five
kinds of sins, O Six-faced One, will become pure by Japa as well as
Prindydma here.

11.  Those base men who knowingly commit sins out of delusion,
are born in the wombs of vampires (and stay therein) as long as four-
teen Indras (i.e. for a period of a Manvantara).

12.  Whether a person is A§ramTi (one who follows the four orders
or stages of life) or Anasrami (non-Asérami), he should not commit any
sin knowingly in Vahnitirtha as long as he is alive.

13.  Holy bath, charitable gift, Japa, Homa, Sandhya-prayers and
worship of the Deities, O Six-faced One, all these performed here,
have infinite number of times more merit than those in other Tirthas.

14. There are many sacred and great Tirthas. But there never was
a Tirtha equal to Vahnitirtha, nor will there ever be any.

15. Neither Brahma4, nor Siva, nor Sesa, neither Devas nor ascet-
ics are competent enough to recount the merit originating from Vahnitirtha.
They cannot.

16. Of what avail are many Yajiias, charitable gifts, observances
and restraints to them, if people can take holy bath in Vahnitirtha for
ten days?

17. One who casts off his life in Vahnitirtha by observing fast,

|. Cilndriyana is a penance involving increase and decrease in the intake of
morsels of food according to the increase and decrease in the digits of the moon
(HD 1V, 134-138). Krcchra is a general term for several penances (HD IV, 138-
1)
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one who fasts for three (days) and worships Janiardana in Vahnitirtha
becomes comparable to Fire-god.

18.  There is perpetual presence of Hari in the middle of the five
rocks. It i1s there alone that Vahnitirtha is destructive of all sins.

Skanda enquired.

19. How did the five rocks (come) there? By whom were they
created there? What is the merit and what is the fruit of them. It
behoves you to relate this entirely.

Siva replied:

20. The five rocks are well-known as Naradi, Narasirhhi, Varahi,
Girudi and Markandeyi.! They yield all Siddhis.

21-23. Narada, the noble sage, performed a very severe penance
for securing the vision of Mahévisnu. He remained standing on a rock
taking in air and sustaining himself with the products of trees for sixty
thousand years. At that time, Lord Visnu came there in the guise of
a Brahmana. He appeared in front of him with great compassion and
spoke these sweet words to the excellznt sage: “O sage whose sins
have been destroyed through penance, why are you undergoing this great
strain? What is it that you wish (to have)? Tell me.”

Narada said:

24. Who are you, O excellent Brahmana? In this forest devoid of
people, you have come to me with a desire to bless me. My mind is
delighted on seeing you.

25-28.  On being spoken thus by Narada, Lord Jandrdana who held
a conch, a discus and an iron club, who was adorned with garlands of
lotus and sylvan flowers, shining along with yellow robes, who ap-
peared splendid with Srivatsa scar and Kaustubha jewel, who was the
pure abode of Kamala (Laksmi) and who was eulogized (by sages)
headed by Sanandana, revealed his own form to Narada with great
compassion. On seeing him who came like the vital air into the body,
Niarada rose up immediately. With palms joined in reverence he bowed

1. These rocks are in the Bishenganga i.c. Alakanandd which flows near the
temple of Badrin&th. The Purlina writers are experts in creating mythical legends.
This Purlina writer glorifies the rocks by associating legendary hames like Nirada,
Nrsithha, Variha, Garuda and Mirkandeya with these rocks.
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down again and again. In great humility, he eulogized the lord of the
chiefs of all the worlds.

Narada said.

29. May that Lord of sanctifying divine form be pleased, the Lord
who is the witness unto all, who is the overlord of the worlds, who
richly endows himself with bodies in accordance with the wishes of
devotees and who is the ocean of mercifulness for those who resort to
him.

30. May the Lord whose form is the abode of Sattvaguna be pleased,
the Lord who glances with delightfully graceful smiles for the welfare
of the world and for producing excessive delight in the minds of the
good through (creating therein) eagerness and yearning etc.

31. May the Lord whose mind is moved with pity for the poor be
pleased, the Lord who is handsome with the grace and charm of Kandarpa
(god of Love), who makes Indira (Laksmi1) delighted with his pleas-
ingly majestic words and who is the excellent Kalpa tree for those who
resort to him.

32. People whose minds have become devoid of impurities by
worshipping his lotus-like feet, cut off all the causes of bondage with
the sword of knowledge. They realize the bliss of Brahman and become
free from weariness. May that Lord whose mind is filled with pity for
the wretched, be pleased.

33. May the Lord, the very experience of the bliss of Brahman,
be pleased: the Lord who is the bridge built across the ocean of worldly
existence, who is the cause of creation, sustenance and annihilation,
who is called Upendra (‘brother of Indra’) and who has acquired physi-
cal forms from Gunas.

34. Let that one and only Lord and Master be pleased: the Lord
who is the cause of development from subtle form of the elements
stabilized in the sense-organs(?), who is the most excellent one among
the refulgent ones and who assumes the state of individual soul by his
own Miyd.

35. May the Lord who is most excellent among those who are
merciful towards the wretched and the poor be pleased—the Lord by
whom Mahat is spread over (controlled) by his drg-gunas (the qualities
of his vision?), by whom the world consisting of five Bhiitas (elements)
is made dependent on his gupas. Though he is one (without a second),
he in united with many qualities.
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36. Devas are your followers. As such they convert the ocean of
miseries into an insignificant pit dug by the hooves of calves and live
in heaven without any fear.

37. Obeisance to you, to Vasudeva. Obeisance to Saikarsana; bow
to Pradyumna, to Aniruddha,' to the Atman of all living beings.

38. Today my life has become blessed; today my penance has
become fruitful; today my knowledge has borne fruits, because of your
sight, O Janardana.

Sri Bhagavan said:

39-40. 1 am delighted with this penance and eulogy of yours, O
Narada. Nowhere in the three worlds is there a devotee of mine greater
than you. Welfare unto you. Choose your boon. I am the bestower of
boons standing in front of you. Know this, O Narada, that your desires
will become realized on seeing me.

Narada said:

41-42. O Lord, if you are (intend) to grant me boons, if | deserve
a boon, O Lord, grant me unflinching devotion to your lotus-like feet.
Your presence in my rock should never be stopped by you. (Finally)
this is the third boon to be given to me—No one shouid have union with
physical bodies any further (i.e. everyone should be liberated from Sarhsara)
if he sees or touches my Tirtha, takes bath in it or drinks its water.

Sri Bhagavin said:

43. Let it be so. Due to my love for you, I shall reside in your
Tirtha for the purpose of enabling all the creatures, both mobile and
immobile, to get rid of their bodies for good. There is no doubt about

it.

44.  After saying thus Hari vanished there itself. Nirada of great
splendour stayed at Badari along with (the Lord) for a few days. Being
delighted he went to Madhupuri (Mathurd) from there.

Skanda said:
45. Recount to me the greatness of the rock of Mirkandeya. What

1. The-influence of Pificaritrism is evident by the mention of these four
Vybhas—Visudeva, Sankarsana etc.
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is its merit? What is the benefit therefrom? How did it come to have
that designation?

Siva said:

46. Formerly, at the end of Tretayuga, the great son of Mrkandu,
knowing that he would be short-lived, repcated the greatest Japa (i.e.
Mantra).

47. Hari, the immutable one, was worshipped by means of the
twelve-syllabled Mantra (viz. om namo bhagavate vasudeviya). Real-
izing that his span of life was seven Kalpas (? i.e. granting him that
span of life), Hari went away from there.

48-49. Mirkandeya heard about the wearisome nature of pilgrim-
age to Tirthas. He saw Nirada at Mathuri, O Six-faced One. Narada,
the excellent sage, who was worshipped and saluted by him, told him
about the greatness of Badari where Kefava stayed.

Nairada said:

50. O excellent one, why do you trouble yourself by resorting to
tiresome wanderings to various holy places. There is a great holy place
named Badari where Hari is perpetually present.

51. Go there. You will see Hari directly with your physical eyes.

On hearing it, the sage was struck with wonder. He came to Vi§ila
(Badari).

52. After taking his holy bath, he sat on a rock and repeated the
eight-syllabled Mantra, viz. o nardyandya namah.. Lord Jandrdana
was pleased within three days (and appeared before him).

53. On seeing him holding conch, discus, iron club and lotus and
adorned with garlands of sylvan flowers, he got up immediately. Markandeya
bowed down to Jandrdana and eulogized him with words faltering due
to devotion. He eulogized Janédrdana.

Markandeya said.:

54. In this unstable world your lotus-like feet alone are stable.
(Otherwise) how can men be uplifted? Save me, O great Lord.

55., O Acyuta, mercifully save me; I am utterly weary and ex-
hm%éd on account of the three-fold distress. There are many kinds of
.i"ﬁorance developing (within me). I am disoriented in this hole of the

“world.
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56. O ocean of mercy, I have suffered great pain brought about
by the stay in wombs and the egress from many wombs as if from
mechanical contrivances.

57.  In the womb full of clusters of entrails worms have eaten all
parts of my body and I have been overcome and troubled due to hunger
and thirst. Save me, O Slayer of Madhu.

58. I have been smeared with unclean filth etc. Due to weariness
I have become inactive. I have been confounded. I am thinking of the
fruits of my own Karmas. Save me, O Slayer of Madhu.

59. 1 have been unable to speak, to handle things and even to
breathe. I have become frightened. | have experienced great miseries
during the stay in wombs. Save me, O Slayer of Madhu.

60. I have been afflicted by the worldly existence full of miser-
1es due to old age, death, infancy etc. 1 (foolishly) consider this ocean
of misery as one of happiness. O ocean of compassion, protect me.

61-62. Sometimes I attained the state of worms. Sometimes |
became an insect born of sweat. Sometimes I was a plant or (a ger-
minating seed) and sometimes I was a man. Thus I have been through
all sorts of wombs. I have undergone miseries. I have lost lustre. I have
become helpless. Now I have resorted to you. O Acyuta, save me.

63. On being thus eulogized by the intelligent Markandeya, Krsna
became pleased. He said to him: “O Brahminical sage, let the boon
be chosen from me.”

Sri Mairkandeya said.:

64. If you are pleased with me, O Lord fond of the wretched and
the poor, grant me steady devotion to you in worshipping and seeing
you. Let there be your presence in the rock. This is to be my boon.

Silta said.

65. Saying “so be it” Mahavisnu vanished. O Brahmana, There-
upon, Mirkandeya who was pleased, went to his father’s hermitage.

66. This is a holy place which is destructive of all sins. The man
who listens to or recites to others (its glory or this episode of Markandeya)
will have access to Govinda (or his residence in Vaikuntha).
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CHAPTER FOUR
The Greatness of the Rocks of Garuda, Variha and Narasimhha

Skanda said:

1. O father, recount to me the greatness of Vainateya Sila (Garuda’s
rock). What is its merit? What is the benefit thereof? What is its
greatness”?

Siva replied:

2-3.  Garuda and Aruna of great strength and valour, were born of
Vinata's womb to KasSyapa. Aruna is the charioteer of the Sun-god.
With a desire to become Hari’s vehicle Garuda performed a penance
on the peak of Gandhamadana on the southern side of Badari.

4, He restricted his diet to fruits, roots and water. He was unaf-
fected by mutually opposed pairs (such as pleasure, pain). He was the
most excellent one among those who performed Japa.

5-6. He, desirous of seeing Hari, continued the penance for thirty
thousand years. He stood with only one foot on the ground. He per-
formed the Japa without any ailment.

Thereafter the yellow-robed Lord equipped with his own weapons,
directly appeared before him like the full Moon in the East. He spoke
to him clearly with a tone as grave as the thundering sound of a cloud.

7.  Still there was no external reaction (from Garuda). Thereupon,
the Lord blew his conch. Still there was no visible response on the part
of Garuda, the noble-souled one.

8. Then the Lord entered into him through his breath. He made
him extraverted and shone in front of him outside.

9. On seeing Lord Hari, Garuda became free from fright. There
was horripilation all over his body. With palms joined in reverence he

eulogized thus:

Garuda said.

10. Be victorious, be victorious, O Lord whose abode is the minds
of the people of the three worlds; O Lord who have suppressed the
mass of sins; O Lord with excessive fragrance of the lotus-like pair of
feet which are saluted by all the Devas; O destroyer of the forest of

~enemies; O refulgent one; O Lord with your lotus-like pedestal ren-
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dered graceful by crores of crowns of all the Suras and Asuras; O Lord
who have dispelled the thick veil of darkness from the hearts of your
own people; O Lord who, like the moon, dispel three kinds of distress
with your feet; O Lord to whom the rise, sustenance and annihilation
are graceful sports; O Lord who have increased the prosperity of the
universe with the fame of your three-fold form; O Lord who are like
a bee unto the lotus-like minds of your own people; O Lord who, like
the Sun, illuminate the minds of those who have understood all the
Vedas; O Lord whose feet have been saluted by your own men as well
as sages; O Lord whose nails produced the waters' (of Ganga) and
purified the Devas; O Lord of all the worlds, the dust of whose feet
mentally saluted by the sages, has become the essence of your favour.
Obeisance to you, O Lord of worlds; obeisance to you.

11.  Also; may the Lord protect me: the Lord who is accompanied
by eight Saktis; who wears the garlands of sylvan flowers; who shines
in his yellow robes and flowers; whose feet shine like a lotus pool (?);
and whose sense-organs are perfect.

12. Everyday may the Lord protect me: the l.ord whose form
shines within the lotus-like heart of devotees; whose fame originates
from the suppression of the wicked Daityas; who built the bridge (at
Ramesvara); who has protected all the people who resorted to him; and
who is the Lord of all the worlds.

13.  Let the Lord of great intellect protect me: the Lord who like
the Moon dispels the three kinds of distress of mobile beings; whose
refvigence is like that of the shining Sun; who, though single, assumes
various guises through his Maya.

14. This is the meritorious activity of the Lord who assumes
forms in due consideration for the wishes of devotees; who even in
infancy had chastened many kings; who follows the path of the Vedas,
which is beneficent in many ways.

15. May this embodied form of Rasa (rhythmic dance performed
by Krsna and Gopis) protect us. He partakes of Yajfia; he captivates
the heart; he is cosmic-formed; he takes away the silk cloth of the
women (Gopis); he assumes many forms for the sake of protecting

great men.

1. When Vimana (god Visnu) assumed a cosmic form to deprive King Bali
of his rule over the universe, he covered the upper world by his second step and
his toe-nail scratched and punctured the outer shell of the Brahminda and the outer

water-sheath-of the universe forced its way through the hole caused by Visnu's
nail. It is sxid to be the heavenly Gangi.
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16. Let this Purusa who can be obtained (realized) by persons
with love and devotion, who is the abode of all, who is delighted with
the group of servants (i.e. devotees) (taking himself) as their own servant
and whose glance is full of kindness, protects the universe.

17.  With the tip of his nail with which he had pierced the neck
of hyena, he pinched the breasts of the cowherd lasses. He has been
sportingly given many forms by young women. Let this Sesa (?) be for
(i.e. bring about) calmness and peace.

18. Let thi- T.ord be the suppressor of all miseries for us: the
Lord who is armeu  “h the rod of punishment for chastising people;
who is ready for sanctifying the great men who follow the rules pre-
scribed by himself.

19-20.  Thus, the Lord was directly eulogized by the noble-souled
Garuda.

The son of Vinata invoked Ganga flowing in three paths (heavenly,
earthly and nether-worldly) in order to worship (the Lord). Thereupon
(the holy river) directly appeared on the mountain. She had five faces.
The son of Vinata performed the worship of the feet with that water.

21-22. Then Garuda was told by Hari, “Let the boon be chosen”.
He then said, “With your favour, may I become invincible to Devas
and Daityas. May | be glorious with strength, vigour and valour. Let
me be your sole vehicle. Let this rock be well-known after my name.
It may be the dispeller of all sins. If this is remembered by men, they
must not be afflicted by poison or sickness.”

23.  After saying thus, the son of Vinata remained silent. Sayu,
“It will be so”, Visnu spoke these words conducive to the welfare (of
all):

24-28. “You go to Badari resorted to by Narada. By taking your
holy bath in Naradatirtha etc. and observing fast for three days with
purity, it will be easy for you to have my vision there.” After saying
this Visnu vanished like lightning. Garuda joyously hastened to Badari.
He then went to Vahnitirtha, resorted to the rock with devotion to him,
took his holy bath in Naradatirtha and performed holy rites. Then he
saw the Lord stationed in Niradatirtha. He bowed to him in accordance
with the injunctions and at his bidding he went to his city. Ever since
then, this rock is called Garudi.

Skanda said:

'29. ' O Lord of lords, recount to me the greatness of Varahi (rock).
What is its merit? What is its benefit? How did it get this name?
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Siva said:

30-35. Having killed Hiranyaksa, the enemy of Devas, in the battle
and after lifting up the Earth from the nether worlds the Lord (Visnu)
came to Badari. He stayed here till the end of the Kalpa. It is on
account of the excellence of Badari that the Lord stationed himself
there. The Lord stationed himself there in the form of a rock. One
should go there, take his holy bath in the pure waters of Gangi and
make charitable gift in accordance with his capacity. With his mind
made calm and peaceful through the waters of Gangi, he should sit and
perform Japa day and night with full concentration of mind.

He will then begin seeing the rock as the Lord. Of what avail is
much talk? Whatever the aspirant wishes for, he will realise quickly,
even if it be very difficult to perform.

Skanda requested:

36. O Lord, recount to me the greatness of the rock Narasimhi.
With your favour I have heard rare things, O great Lord.

Siva said:

37.  After killing Hiranyakasipu sportingly with the tip of his claws
(nails), the Lord (in the form of Man-lion) (as if) blazed all over his
body with the fire of anger. He resembled the fire appearing at the time
of the ultimate annihilation of the world.

38. Devas came there. Full of kindness. they stood at a distance
and eulogized the Lord who had sportingly taken his body (of Man-
lion).

39. There Hari of great valour became delighted. He pervaded
the excellent Suras and Asuras with his refulgence. He said, “Choose
any boon that may cause great happiness to all the Devas.”

40. Then the Self-born Lord, the Lord of Suras, spoke these words
with smiles lighting up his face:

“O Nirasirhha, this form of yours is very fierce. It strikes terror into
the hearts of all embodied beings. Withdraw this.”

41. The Lord did all these things duly, after depositing his divine
body in many ways on the mountains etc. Then he said, “What task
of yours should I perform now? O Devas who destroy your enemies, I
am pleased (with you).”

42. O Lord of cosmic form who have agitated (troubled) the world
with this form, this is the boon desired by us that you shall have that
four-armed form which is quiescent and causes internal happiness.”
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43. With his divine vision Hari espied the universe and went to
Visala. With the mind engrossed in playing in the waters of Gangi, the
Lord spoke to the Suras and Asuras.

44. Then the Devas saw the Lord stationed in the middle of the
waters. Their fright subsided. With great feelings of devotion firmly
rooted (in their hearts), they bowed down and circumambulated the
Lord. Then they gradually went to their city.

45. Then all the sages and ascetics came there bending down
with the weight of their devotion. With hands joined together in reve-
rence, they eulogized Nrsirhha of wonderful valour with the following

words:

The sages said.

46. Obeisance, Obeisance to you, O Lord of all the worlds, O
L.ord of the universe according freedom from fear, O Lord of cosmic
form, O ocean of mercy, O Lord whose lotus-like feet are Tirthas that
should be resorted to, O Lord of Sri, be kind.

47. You are one but appear manifold through your own Miya, just

as the water in different pots that differ on account of the limiting
conditions thereof.! O Lord who take wonderfully variegated bodies in
accordance with the wishes of the devotees, be pleased, O Lord having
faces everywhere, O Lord, the maker of the universe.

48. Thereupon, the delighted Lord Nrsirhhha of leonine valour spoke
these charming words: “Let the boon be chosen from me.”

The sages said:

49-52. If the Lord is pleased, this is the boon desired by us that
Vis$ala should not be abandoned; O Lord of the worlds, kindly do (as
we wish).

(The Lord said:) “Let it be so”. All the sages went to their her-
mitages. Nrsirhha in the form of the rock became engaged in sporting
in the waters. By observing fasts for three days and being devoted to
Japa and meditation, (a devotee) shall undoubtedly see the Lord di-
rectly in the form of Nrsirhha. _

One who, with purity, hears this with faith and recites this shall be
rid of all sins. He will obtain a residence in Vaikuntha.

1. The usual illustration given by Advaita Vedfintins to show the relation
between the Supreme Soul and individual souls and the reality of the Supreme
Soul, the individual souls being his reflections only.
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CHAPTER FIVE

The Greatness of Visila

Skanda said:

1. Why does the Lord stay there faithfully? What is the merit
and the fruit of seeing, touching etc. (the rock)?

2. O father, kindly recount to me the merit of consuming the
Naivedya and the fruit of performing the great worship as well as that
of the circumambulation?

Siva said:

3. Formerly, in the beginning of Krtayuga, the Lord himself in-
carnate resorted to Tapas and Yoga for the sake of the welfare of all
living beings.

4. In Tretdyuga he could be resorted to by groups of sages by
means of continuous practice of Yoga, because the Lord was devoted
to it. When Dviaparayuga arrived, the Lord was difficult of access because
he was devoted to knowledge (alone).

5-6. The Lord became one to be very rarely seen by sages and
Devas. Not being able to gain access to the Lord, groups of sages and
Devas went to the region of the Self-born Lord, agitated in their minds
with surprise. After going there and joyously bowing down to the lord
of the worlds, the sages and the ascetics as well as the Devas spoke
with Brhaspati as their leader.

Devas said:

7. Obeisance to you, O Grandfather, O Lord of Suras; you are the
support of all the worlds. You are the destroyer of the distress of those
who seek refuge (in you). You are the bestower of sustenance. You are
full of mercy. You are our redeemer and father. Our troubles are to be

submitted to you.

Brahmdi said:

8. Why have you all come with your minds agitated with surprise
in the company of the sages? Tell me the purpose of your visit.
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Devas said:

9-10. Ever since the advent of Dvipara, the large-hearted Lord
iIs not to be seen at Vi§ila. What is the reason thereof? Tell us if
Vi§ala has been abandoned by him and if so the place where he has
gone of his own accord. Or is it because of any offence on our part?
Tell us how he can become gracious (unto us).

Brahma3 said:

11. Ido not know this. Indeed this has been heard now from you.
What is the reason, O Suras, that the Lord has gone beyond the path
of your vision (i.e. has become invisible to you)? Come. Let us go to
the shore of the Ocean of Milk.

12.  On being told thus, the heaven-dwellers, the sages and the
ascetics, went to the shore of the Ocean of Milk with Brahma at their
head.

13. After going there, they eulogized Vrsakapi (Visnu), the Lord
of the Devas, the Lord of the universe, the overlord of all the worlds,
with words of wonderfully variegated meanings.

Brahma said:

14. Obeisance to you, O presiding deity of all Purusas, O Lord
lying in the cave (of the heart) of all living beings, O Vasudeva, O
supporter of everything, O cause of the universe, O lord identical with
the universe.

15. You alone are the cause, the lord as well as the support of
all living beings. O Lord, the sole handsome one, with the help of your
Miya power you move about.

16. One becomes many. The immutable one becomes an actor (in
assuming many forms). Though he is all-pervading, out of his merciful
nature he becomes (a very small) bee occupying the lotus-like hearts
of his devotees and gives them different kinds of happiness. I salute
that Lord of the worlds.

Devas said:

17. The Lord is fire unto the forest of miseries. He takes the
essence of all the people. He is the Lord of Devas and heaven. He is
the iminanent soul of the mobile and immobile beings. He is the in-
finite Lord. Let the Lord glance at us with his benign eyes.
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18. If a man is engaged in drinking the nectar of the name of the
Lord even once, he will consider salvation insignificant like a blade
of grass. | worship that Hari.

19. Reflected in Avidya, he has assumed the form of the indi-
vidual souls. Since he has perfect knowledge, he is of quiescent nature.
May he sanctify the three worlds.

Gandharvas said:

20. Those who drink the water that is in contact with the feet of
Hari, will never drink again and again the milk from (lying on the) lap
of a mother. Even if mer. were to drink casually the nectar of his name,
they will when dead become immortal. No one will go down (to hell).
They will be free from doubts and fears.

21.  On being eulogized thus, Hari rose up from the Ocean and
spoke to Brahmid without being seen by the others. Only Brahma knew
it and no one else.

22-23  Brahma understood it and bowed down to the Lord. He told
the heaven-dwellers everything. “O Suras, listen respectfully. The Lord
has vanished because he found the people vicious in their intellect.”
On hearing these words of his, all the Devas went to heaven.

24. Then in the form of a recluse' (i.e. Acarya Sankara) I (i.e.
Siva) will raise Hari from the Tirtha named Niarada and instal him
with a desire for the welfare of the worlds.

25. Merely by seeing that Lord, even great sins disappear instan-
taneously like deer on seeing a lion.

26.  After conquering Dharma and Adharma and by seeing Lord
Hari, Lord of Badari, people attain saivation without any exertion, O
Six-faced One.

27. As a result of (the advent of) Kali age, all the Tirthas are
practically abandoned by Hari. After reaching Badari, he abides there
directly (visibly).

28.  After the advent of Kali, if salvation is desired, (only) Badari
should be visited after abandoning all the Tirthas.

29. Even without perfect knowledge, without yogic practice and
exertions of wandering from Tirtha to Tirtha, a creature attains salva-
tion even in a single birth.

1. This gecluse is the Advaita Vedinta teacher Sankarficirya (6th century c.e.
and not 8th- as is generally supposed). He is credited to have re-installed the
present idol of Badrindth and built the temple of Badrinith.
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30. If Hari is worshipped by a man in the course of thousands of
births, he should go to visit Badari where the creature will not have
any cause of grief.

31. By repeating (the name) “Badari, Badari” even casually, an
excellent man shall illuminate the world oppressed by darkness.

32. Just as by seeing light one is not afflicted by darkness, so
also by visiting BadarT no man need be afraid of death.

33. 1 salute the Lord of Badari, beholding whom as the path to
salvation, the unredeemed sins lament.

34. For every step taken in the circumambulation of Hari in Badari,
one receives as much merit as when the whole earth inclusive of mountains
and forests is circumambulated ten times.

35. For every step taken in Badari in the circumambulation of
Hari, one receives as much merit as that ot a horse-sacrifice or a
hundred Vajapeya sacrifices.

36. For every step taken in Badari in the circumambulation of
Hari, one receives as much merit as that of the Caturmasa holy rite
or from that of giving away in charity the whole of the Cosmic Egg
(Brahmiinda).

37. For every step taken in the circumambulation of Hari in Badarf,
one earns the same merit as that of Atikrcchra and Mahakrcchra rites
mentioned in the Vedas.

38. The Naivedya of Visnu at Badari even if it be a lump of
boiled rice, O Six-faced One, if consumed, dispels sin and purifies one
like the fire of paddy husk that purifies gold.

39. The cooked food that the Lord eats along with Narada and
other sages should be eaten unhesitatingly by all for the purification
of their nature.

40. Even the Devas really wish for it in every respect. Under
some pretext, they go to Badarika in order to consume the Naivedya
of Visnu, because they are eager to have it. ~

41.  After partaking of food, they go to the abode of Visnu. The
devotees, the chief among whom is Prahlada, enter the region of Hari.

42. Whatever sin is knowingly committed whether during infancy,
youth or old age, it disappears on eating the Naivedya of Visnu at
Badari.

43. By eating the Naivedya of Visnu at Badari, even that sin is
dispelled, for which capital punishment is prescribed as the atonement.

44. In other Tirthas one obtains salvation with great strain. (But
in Badar?) a man obtains Sdlokya by eating the Naivedya of Visnu.
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45. That man becomes Acyuta himself who has the form of Hari
in his heart, the name of Hari in his mouth, the water with which
Har1’s feet have been washed on his head along with the Nirmalya and
the Naivedya of Hari in his belly.

46.  The sin of the murder of a Brahmana, drinking of liquor,
stealing, carnally approaching the wife of one’s preceptor—all these
sins are destroyed by eating the Naivedya of Visnu at Badari.

47. A holy place like Badari, wealth like Naivedya, a Tirtha like
that of Narada has never been before nor will there ever be.

48. Badari should be visited even with great exertion; the Naivedya
there should be eaten; the Lord should be seen there at Vahnitirtha;
and the holy dip there is very rare.

49. The water with which the Lord's feet have been washed at
Viéala shall be far ahead of (i.e. holier than) all the Tirthas on the
earth as well as all the religious observances.

50. Of what avail are charitable gifts, penances and exertions for
pilgrimages on the part of that person who gets at least a drop of the
water with which Visnu’s feet have been washed at Badar?!

51. Atonements prattle (i.e. boast of their efficacy), O Six-faced
One, only until the time of getting the water with which are washed
the feet of Visnu at Badari.

52. If persons desire to proceed on the path of salvation easily
without much trouble, the Naivedya of Visnu should be (acquired and)
eaten by them with great effort.

53. Those men who accept monetary gifts (after going to Badari)
are sinners. They always remain in the vortex of worldly existence.
They will never have the merit of undertaking the pilgrimage there.

54. By despising the Naivedya people become afflicted by Tamas
and are themselves censured. There is no doubt about this that one
acquires purity of nature by eating the Naivedya.

55. Those who bring the Naivedya themselves and feed Brahmanas
with it, become contented like persons who have achieved their objec-
tives. Of what importance is the merit of the charitable act called
Tuldpurusa-dina?'

56. By taking a mouthful (of Naivedya) at Badari one gets that
merit which is obtained by making great charitable gifts after going
to Kuruksetra during a solar eclipse.

\. Tuldpurusadina: A Mahadina. The donor is to be weighed against gold (or
silver) and ttu: precious metal is to be distributed amongst Brahmanas. (HD ILii,

871-72)
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57. After reaching the holy place of Badari, one should strive (to
obtain) at least a mouthful (of Naivedya). This is a great means to
propitiate Hari there in Badari. By serving food to ascetics even an

offender will be a beloved of Visnu.
58. There is no other lord like Visnu. There is no town equal to

Visala; there is no deserving (i.e. eligible for receiving charity) person
on a par with a mendicant; there is no Tirtha like Rsitirtha.

59. Even Brahmi cannot recount the merits of those sacred men
who perform Caturmasya (at Badart).

60-61. The acquisition of merits by mendicants here is particu-
larly glorified. Merely by seeing Badari mendicants acquire ten times
the merit usually obtained by listening to the Vedanta. During Catur-
maisya they derive particularly the benefit of salvation.

62. Those who renounce (i.e. become Sannyasins), O dear son, in
the holy place of Badari, are liberated without strain. Those foolish
persons and those who are insentient, those hyprocrites who wear ochre
robes—all these can have salvation within their reach.

63. Whether they are persons of knowledge or not, whether they
are renouncers or men of holy observances, Badari should be visisted
by all those who are desirous of obtaining benefits.

-64. By listening to this meritorious chapter even casually a man
shall be rid of all sins and honoured in the world of Visnu.

CHAPTER SIX
The Greatness of Vasudhira

Skanda asked:

[. O my father Mahes$vara, kindly recount to me the greatness of
that Tirtha where the skull dropped down from your hand.

Jaimini said:

2. This Tirtha is a great secret. It is bowed down to by Suras and
Asuras. Merely by bathing therein even a man guilty of the murder of
a Brihmana becomes purified.

R

1. A wnte-rfall four miles north of Badrindth ncar the village Manal. It is the
source:of Alakanandd, a tributary of Gangd. (De 3, 26)



3. There are five Tirthas in the holy place named Kapilamocana
which rids one of all the sins. Penance, charitable gifts and holy ab-
lution therein (the merit accrued from) everything is expected to be
inexhaustible.

4 By making rice-balls duly (and dffering them to Pitrs) one can
redeem the Pitrs from hell. This is called Pitrtirtha, eight times more
meritorious than Gaya.

5. By the libation of water and gingelly seeds, the Pitrs go to the
excellent heaven.

6. If the devotee is steadily engaged in Japa day and night with
concentration and mental purity, the fulfilment of his desire shall be
great and instantaneous.

7.  All the holy rites pertaining to the other world are unobstructed
in the Tirtha called Kapalamocana. Nothing more remains to be done
about Pitrs.

Skanda said:

8.  Where is this Brahmatirtha? Of what sort is its benefit? Who
stay there? Kindly recount this to me, O father.

Siva said-

9-10. Once Madhu and Kaitabha carried away the Vedas from
the lotus-like mouth of Prajapati who was stationed in the lotus com-
ing out through the navel of Visnpu. They went away. Then the Lotus-
born Lord got up from his bed and was desirous of creating (the uni-
verse). But without the Vedas he could not create the world. His power
of memory was affected.

11. Then he came to Badarikd guarded by Hari. Bending his head
down, he eulogized the eternal Lord.

12-14.  Then, from the holy pit rose up the horse-headed Lord
equipped with his own weapons. He was clad in yellow robes. He was
white in complexion. He had four arms and very proud eyes. He was
very wonderful in his features, with prominently keen eyes. He re-
sembled a cloud tinged with moving lustre. By his own refulgence he
had subdued all sorts of lustres. Endowed with mercy he appeared in
front of Brahma. On seeing him Brahma became agitated with sur-
prise. With his delight evident in his eyes he bowed down and eulo-

gized him.
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Brahma said:

15.  Obeisance to you having the lotus in your navel. Bow to you,
O support of Kamala (Goddess of fortune). Obeisance to you, O abode
of Kamala. Salute to the Lol wearing a large garland of sylvan flow-

ers.
16.  Obeisance to the Lord of the nature of pure knowledge, to the

Lord residing in his abode in the cavity (hearts of all beings); obei-
sance to you, to Lord Hrsikesa, the calm one.

17.  Salute to the Lord who have assumed many bodies for the
sake of protecting your own devotees, to the wielder of the Sarnga
bow; obeisance to Brahman, to the wielder of the iron club for destroy-
ing infinite pain (of devotees).

18. Obeisance to the victorious Visnu, to the protector of all
creatures, to the Lord who engage yourself in various activities to stop
the worthless worldly existence(?).

19. O Lord supporting the universe, obeisance to you from whom
all the activities of the Gunas have receded, O Lord, the excellent
supporting pillar of Suras and Asuras; obeisance to you, the cause of

recession, sustenance and renown?

20.  On being praised thus by the Lord of Suras, the great I§vara
who is stationed in the heart and who knows everything along with all
activities, came in between those demons suddenly, bound them and

killed them sportingly.
21.  Thereafter he took the Nigama (Vedas) and came near Brahma.

After giving his own Nigama unto him, he became happy and com-

posed, and was eulogized.
22.  Eversince then that Tirtha which was manifested by Brahma

became well-known as Brahmakunda. It 1s famous in all the three

worlds.
23.  Merely by visiting it people of great sins become absolved

of their sins. They immediately go to the world of Brahma.
24. Those people who take their holy bath or perfrrm holy rites
there, go beyond the world of Brahma, to that of Visnu.

Skanda said:

~25.  What did Brahma do after obtaining the Vedas from Janardana?
Kindly recount this and everything else to me now.
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Mahadeva narrated:

26.  Having seen Badarikasrama, all the four Vedas were not inclined
to go along with Brahma, O dear son.

27.  Thereupon Brahma became depressed. On seeing him so, Siddhas,
the residents of Janaloka, duly eulogized, prostrated and spoke thus:

Siddhas said:

28. The command of the Lord must be carried out by all the
beings, mobile and immobile. The Lord is the maker, the annihilator,
the father (protector) and the preceptor unto all the creatures.

29.  Your stay (residence) near Brahma has been commanded by
Lord Hari himself. There is a way out, still without much of worry.

30. One form of yours should stay here in the liquid form and let
the second form go with Brahma to his world.

31.  Thereafter, the Vedas with due consideration assumed two
forms. They went to the world of Brahma along with him with great
delight.

32. Thereafter, the Four-faced Lord duly created the three worlds.
The holy bath, charitable gifts, penances and other holy rites performed
in the liquid forms of the Vedas will not be broken or interrupted until
the ultimate annihilation of all living beings.

33. Men who observe fast for three days with some benefit in
view become undoubtedly the commentators and expounders of the four
Vedas.

34.  All the four Vedas stand in the proper order at the side of the
Lord. They are called Rk, Yajus, Saman and Atharvan.

35. Evenin Kaliyuga there are very few people who are merito-
rious, devoid of sins and masters of the Vedas and Vedangas. Very few
of them hear the chanting of the Vedas even.

36. Sarasvati is above the four Vedas. If her name is repeated
frequently, Sarasvati' in the form of water dispels the inertia of men.

37. If a person stands in the waters of Sarasvati and performs
Japa (of a Mantra) with concentration and mental purity, that Mantra

will never be broken.
38. Even the holy lord, sage Vedavyasa of a liberal mind, be-

I. This revulet is a tributary of Alakanandi. it is different from the Vedic
Sarasvatl rising in Sirmur hill in Sewalik range or that near Somanitha (Gujarat)

or Harakhaiti in East Afghanistan. (De 180-81)
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came conversant with the import or contents of the Purana collection,

by the favour of Sarasvati.
39. For the welfare of all the three worlds the Lord of the worlds

duly established Vini (Goddess of speech) who bestows the (rich) gift
of speech. '

40. If a person visits, touches, takes bath in it, worships it, eu-
logizes it or rejoices 1n it, his family will never have separation from
Sarasvati (Learning).

4]. If men perform Japas on the banks of Sarasvati, they will
attain perfection in (the employment of) Mantras ere long. There is no
doubt about it.

42. Of what avail is much talk? Vani, having the liguid form (i.e.
River Sarasvati) bestows the gift of speech on men. (Merely) by seeing
it, there shall result brilliant (excellent) purification.

43. Behind it on the southern side there is the Tirtha Indrapada
well-known as Dravadhara, where Indra had performed penance.

44. After performing a very severe penance, he propitiated Janar-
dana. Then he obtained the position of Indra bowed to by Suras and
Asuras.

45. Penance, charitable gifts, Homa, holy rites, pious observances
and restraints—all these are said to yield merit multiplied infinite-fold.
That Tirtha is difficult of access.

46-47. Every month, on the thirteenth day in the bright half, a
devotee should take bath in the excellent Tirtha (named) Haritosana.
He should approach Sutramicchanda in its company(?) He should then
fast for two days and worship Janardana. He shall thereby be liberated
and honoured in the world of (Indra).

48. There itself is (the holy spot) Manasodbheda that is destruc-
tive of all sins. It is difficult of access to all creatures. There are great
sages in that place.

49. They completely untie the mental knot of Cit and Acit. The
name Manasodbheda is proclaimed everywhere by the sages.

50. They split the knots in the heart and clarify many doubts.
They destroy Karmas. Therefore (the holy spot) becan:e (known as)

Mainasodbheda.
51.  If by chance a man obtains only a drop (from the Tirtha) here,

he attains liberation instantaneously. What can be superior to this?
52. These sages live in their abodes in the caves of the mountain.

They subsist on the diet of fruits, roots and water. They have conquered

their minds and (desire for) objects. They have keen intellect. They are
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agitated due to their fear of sins as well as that of the Kali Age.
(Defective Text)

53. They get good clothes after exertions for (collecting) fruit
(and bringing) water from springs in deep caverns. Everyday they take
bath three times. Thereby these sages have subdued the onslaughts
(strong impulses) of the sense organs.

534. There are many means (to salvation) involving physical strain.
But the easiest means in the world is visiting Manasodbheda.

55. On the day when a meritorious person obtains the (sacred)
waters, he becomes similar to Vyisa, Yama and the Pitrs in due course.

56. This Tirtha is one worthy of being desired by men. It keeps
desires and ambitions under control by fulfilling them. There shall be
salvation even if there is no desire. This is certain in both the cases.

57. If any man, by mistake, were to entertain desires, he will
enjoy the fruits and later he will have liberation. There is no doubt
about this.

58. People will enjoy all the pleasures in the worlds beginning
with Maharloka as they desire. After the pleasures have been enjoyed,
they go again (to this world) being subject to desires.

59. Learned men should endeavour for the acquisition of the aims
of life. In my opinion their endeavour here in the holy spot Minasodbheda
does not go in vain.

60. On the western side of Manasodbhedana there is the famous
Tirtha named Vasudhara. It is the most fascinating of all. It is the
rarest of Tirthas in al] the three worlds.

61. On bearing from Narada that Badarikasrama is the most exce-
llent one among all the Tirthas in the three worlds, all the Vasus came
here.

62. They performed very severe penance for thirty thousand years
with leaves and water for their diet. Thereby they attained Siddhi.

63-64. Their fatigue has been dispelled by the happiness of see-
ing the Lord. Their lotus-like faces became full-blown due to the mass
of delight in their hearts. After seeing Lord Nariyana and securing a
fine boon, they obtained the happiness, prosperity and devotion to Hari.

Thus they became joyous. .

65. By taking bath here, drinking the water and worshipping
Jandrdana, one enjoys happiness in this world and attains the greatest
region in the end.

66. To meritorious persons a fiery refulgence is visible here in
the middle of the water. On seeing this one does not stay further within
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any womb (i.e. gets Moksa).
67. If sinners of impure parentage, whose minds and activities

are those of heretics, come here, the waters generally do not fall on
their heads.

68. Good people who remain pure, worship Janardana and fast for
three days with great devotion to the Lord, see the Siddhas.

69-70. Those who are ficklc-minded and covetous, who do not
speak the truth there, who fraudulently take away the wealth and wives
of other people and ridicule others, who are clad in dirty clothes, who
are not calm, who are not pure, who have abandoned good holy rites
and whose minds also are impure, never attain any benefit here.

71-72. The few calm and quiet Sidhakas (aspirants) who take the
path enjoined in the Vedas (attain happiness). Their Japas, penances,
Homas, charitable gifts, holy rites, pious observances etc. pursued in
accordance with their capacity bestow everlasting benefits.

73.  Even the least bit of auspicious rites performed by embodied
beings may yield a great result and even excellent salvation.

74. s it necessary to recount more about the benefits of a place
where (even) Devas go seeking benefit? After Hari’s worship those
people who sought pleasing things became joyous and are engaged in

the path leading to heaven.
75. (This s a holy spot) where there are no persons who create

obstacles to holy rites. Afraid of Hari, they (? holy rites) become fruc-
tified. Those who possess the power of discrimination enjoy the ben-
efit. All good souls engaged in the path of duty (enjoy the benefit).
76. Those who read, teach and recite (this sacred treatise) that
has been revealed, that has reference to the holy Tirtha, become adorned
with devotional feelings. They go to the auspicious region of Hari.

CHAPTER SEVEN

The Greatness of Paifcadhiara and Other Tirthas

Siva said:

1. On the south-west thereof, five streams of water flow down.
Know that they are Prabhasa, Puskara, Gaya, Naimisa and Kuruksetra

.in.4quid (water) form, O Six-faced One.
2. Formerly those intelligent ones went to the abode of Brahma



I1.i1.7.3-13 35

in unclean forms, (because) they had been polluted by the sins of
sinners. ¢

3.  After going there and bowing down to Brahma, the sanctifier
of the worlds, all of them stood there with palms joined in reverence
and told the purpose of their arrival.

4. On hearing it the Lord of the universe went into a trance. On
recollecting Badarikdsrama he smiled and spoke the following sweet

words:
5. “Do not be afraid. Go quickly to Badarikasrama of Hari by

entering which great merit will accrue to you.”
6. Then they bowed down to Brahma and with their eyes (like)
full-blown (lotus) on account of excessive delight, they went to Viila

of unmeasured lustre.
7. The moment they entered Vi§ila, all their sins were dispelled.

Thereafter, they assumed two forms and eagerly went to their own

abode.
8-10. In liquid (water) form as well as in another all those five

stand free from the impurities. By taking bath in accordance with the
injunctions in those Tirthas and by performing the daily routine of holy
rites with purity, one obtains the merit of the respective Tirtha and
attains the greatest posjtion in the end. One who is engaged in the
observance of fasts for five days and then worships Janirdana, enjoys
many worldly pleasures here and (after death) attains Sdlokya (i.e.

residence in the same world as that) of Hari.
11. Beyond that is the Tirtha free of impurities, named Soma-

kunda. It is the place where Soma, the storehouse of digits, performed
a penance.

Skanda said:

12. O you the most excellent one among eloquent beings, describe
to me the greatness of Somakunda. O great Lord, I wish to hear about

it with your favour.

Siva said:

13. Formerly Soma, the glorious son of Atri, attained youth. From
Gandharvas he frequently heard that heaven-dwellers enjoy (perpetual)
happiness. Then he went to his father to ask him how it could be

obtained.
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Soma said: .

14-15. O holy lord conversant with all pious activities, O ocean
of the nectar of mercy, how can heaven that is the most excellent of
all, be obtained? Kindly tell me, O father, that (holy) means through
which I shall become Lord of Planets, Stars, Constellations and Me-
dicinal Herbs.

Atri said:

16. O son, if one propitiates Govinda by means of restraints and
pious observances, what is difficult of access to him? Nothing is dif-
ficult to be obtained by good people in this world and in the other
world.

17. From Niarada he heard that (Badarl), the holy place, is excellent
and free from impurities. After bowing down to his father, he went to
the North, to Badarl.

18.  After going there, he performed the worship of Visnu by means
of pure and praiseworthy fruits. He performed Japa of the excellent and
charming eight-syllabled Mantra (viz. om nardyandya namabh).

19. For eighty thousand years he performed the excessively aus-
tere, great penance with the Lord in view. It was the cause of great
panic to all the worlds.

20. Then the delighted Lord, fond of his devotees, came there
and spoke to Soma duly: “O devotee of excellent holy rites, choose
your boon.”

21. Then Soma got up, bowed to him again and again and said:
“With thy favour I wish to be Lord of Planets, Stars and Constellations
as well as all the Brihmanas.”

Hari said:

22. Choose another boon that is more difficult to obtain to people
like you.

Then he did not choose any boon, O Son of the Daughter of Himavén.

23.  With his mind excessively distressed, Soma performed a great
penance once again for thirty thousand years by the standard of gods,
O dear son.

24. At that time, with his heart filled with pity, the Lord went
there and said, “Welfare unto you. Choose a boon. I am the bestower
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of boons in front of you.” Soma chose a boon like the one before. On
hearing it, Hari vanished.

25. Thereupon Soma who became more distressed performed a
great penance once again. A very difficult penance was performed (by
him) for forty thousand years.

26. Thereupon, the delighted Hari appeared directly before him
holding the conch, the discus and the iron club. He spoke these charm-
ing words to the exhausted Soma, the storehouse of penance:

27. “Get up, get up; welfare unto you. Choose a boon, O (devo-
tee) of holy rites. I, the storechouse of penances, have been certainly
propitiated by you by means of penance.”

Soma said:

28. If you are delighted with me, O holy Lord, the most promi-
nent bestower of boons, grant unto me the lordship of Planets, Constel-
lations and Stars as well as of Medicinal Herbs, Brihmanas and Night,
O Lord of the universe.

Sri Bhagavin said:

29. A thing very difficult to obtain has been prayed for, O dear
one. Yet I shall grant it. Let it be so.

Thereupon all the heaven-dwellers came there and duly crowned
Soma as the king with great respect.

30. Thereupon the Moon-god came in a chariot covered with fine
cloths. He then got into the aerial chariot. Being eulogized by Suras,
he rose into the firmament.

31. Eversince then that Tirtha became well-known as Somakunda.
It is a rare sacred place. Merely by seeing it, men become rid of their
faults and sins.

32-34. Even persons of despicable nature go to Soma’s world by
touching it and drinking its waters. By taking the holy bath in it, by
propitiating Pitrs and Devas in accordance with the injunctions, the de-
votee shall pierce Soma‘s world and pass on to the world of Visnu,

If anyone observes fast for three days and worships Janirdana, he
never returns to the earth even in the course of hundreds and crores of
Kalpas.

If a person stays there for three days, worships Janirdana, performs
particular Japas, he can achieves mastery over Mantras.
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35. By visiting Somakunda, all the sins of men, committed men-
tally, verbally or physically, shall be destroyed.

36. Beyond that is the Dvada$aditya Tirtha which is a great de-
stroyer of sins. By performing a very difficult penance here a son of
Kafyapa became the Sun-god.

37. It is very difficult to get (a Tirtha like this) in all the three
worlds. It is the sole cause for success of penance. On Sundays, the
seventh lunar day and on the days of the transit of the Sun (from one
Zodiac to another), one should take his holy bath in accordance with
the injunctions. He becomes purified of all the sins committed in the
course of seven births.

38. One shall perform the Pardka' expiatory rites duly and wor-
ship Jandrdana. He will rejoice in the world of the Sun and will be
honoured in the world of Visnu.

39. One who is afflicted with severe illness should take bath and
drink its water with mental and physical purity. Ere long he will be
liberated from ailments. There is no doubt about it.

40. The next Tirtha is Catuhsrota. It 1s very fascinating to the
eyes. The four aims of life, Dharma (virtue), Artha (wealth), Kima
(love) and Moksa (salvation), stay there in liquid form.

4]1. In compliance of the behest of Hari in this Vaisnava holy
place, the Purusdrhtas (aims of life) themselves in liquefied form are
the causes of the salvation of all living beings.

42. The aims of life with Dharma as the most important one
occupy the quarters beginning with the East in due order. They are
there as if they have separate bodies. If people worship them as they
occupy (the quarters) in due order, indeed people will derive perpetual
pleasure.

43. In other holy places these four have not come together like
this. They are not obtainable even to gods. Those who have masses of
merit acquired before, take birth as Brahmanas and see them.

44-45. *Those who are wicked, those who are in league with vicious

t. Pirika: Also called Krcchra by some (Baudhlyana Dh. S.11.1-91). 1t con-
sists of a twelve-day fast. This penance removes all sins, For details vide Manu
X1.215. Y&jRavalkys 111.320, Baudhdyana Dh.S.IV.5.16, AP 171.10.

*In v44 the second line: ksamirijaya-pripa-jaya-pradhind, should form the 4th
line of the verse and should meaningfully be connected with verse 45, Thus lines
1. 3 & 4 of verse 44 form one meaningful sentence, viz. “Those wicked people
who are in league with the vicious, like pet animals of vulgar women, do not see¢
(i.c. attain) for a long time the Purugirthas.”

Line 2 of v 44 taken with v 45 means “Those persons who are mainly characterised
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people, those who are like only pet short animals of vulgar womenfolk,
may give importance to forbearance, straightforwardness, and vital breaths.
They do not see the aims of human life even after a long time.

Similarly they find ere long those aims of life that may cause
Tattvajiidna (knowledge of the Truth).

46. Devas beginning with Brahma, sages and ascetics come here
during Parvan days with great purity, in order to take their holy bath,
O Six-faced One.

47-50. There, beyond that is the Tirtha named Satyapada. It is
charming to all. This Kunda is in the shape of a triangle. It is destruc-
tive of sins. On the eleventh day (in the lunar fortnight) Hari himself
comes to that holy spot. After him come all the sages, saints and
ascetics, in order to take their bath duly in the Kunda named Satyapada.
A few persons who are devoutly engaged in the practice of truth hear
the song of Gandharvas and celestial damsels at midday on the elev-
enth day. On seeing this holy Tirtha even great sins flee with fright
like deer on seeing a lion.

S51. A clever devotee should take holy bath in accordance with
the injunctions of one's own branch (of Vedas). Thereby he attains
Satyaloka. Thereafter he attains salvation.

52. One should be pure (mentally and physically) and observe
fast for a day and a night. Then he should worship Janidrdana in accor-
dance with his capacity. He shall be worthy of being a liberated soul
even while alive.

53. Brahma, Visnu and Rudra are stationed in a triangle. They
perform penance with perfect concentration everyday for giving delight
to all the worlds.

54. This Tirtha which gives the region of Satya(-loka). named
Trikonamandita should be visisted with great effort by those who desire
to be rid of all sins.

55. Itis impossible even for Brahma to express the greatness of
those who perform Japa, penance, eulogy of Hari. worship, adoration
and salutation to Hari.

56. Beyond that is the hermitage of Nara and Nardyana, named
Ativimala. There the pure water is seen in two forms.

57. Both of them will be certainly delighted with both of these.

by forhearance, straightforwardness, control of breath (or Yogic praftice) simi-
larly look (I¢. achieve) ere long those objectives of human life which are caused
only by the knowledge of Truth.
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One who takes bath there with determination and worships Janirdana

shall certainly be liberated from all sins.
58. Thereafter, a sacred Tirtha’ of fine shape on the summit that

is the abode of Nérdyana, is the manifestor of Urvasi (i.e. her birth
place).

Skanda said:

59. O father, how did Uravasi reveal herself on that summit?
What is the merit and the benefit of that holy Tirtha there? I have

great curiosity. Recount it to me.

Siva said:

60. Mairti was the wife of Dharma, O Six-faced One. Nara and
Nardyana were born to her. The Lord himself was born (of her).

61. Getting the sanction from their parents, they determined to
perform penance. They stationed themselves on the two mountains like
personifications of penance itself.

62-63.  On seeing them, Sakra was surprised. He sent Manmatha
(i.e. the god of love) along with his group, so that the penance might
be (disturbed and) destroyed. They went to Gandhamadana with pride
in their exploits. Realizing the rise in the strength of Nardyana duly,
they lost their hope and they became dispirited. The Lord of the uni-
verse said to them:

Hari said:

64-66. Why have you come? Let my hospitality be accepted.

After saying this he gave them fruits and roots as well as Urvasi.
Then he vanished even as they stood observing her as one who might
cause obstruction to the penance. They became frightened and went to
heaven where they mentioned to Sakra about the strength of Hari. On
getting UrvasT Sakra experienced ecstatic delight.

67-68. Ever since then, that Tirtha became famous separately
after the name of Urvaéi. In the place where the Lord sits engrossed

1. This is difficult to climb even now-a-days. The Puriinas claim Urvafl's birth
from Niriyapa whose laps (urw) she is said to have occupied (Vvas). Her name
suggests that she must have been a resident of Ur in Central Asia.
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in penance, a devotee should take his bath in accordance with the
injunctions and observe fast for two nights. By worshipping Hari there
Nara (Man) becomes Nirdyana himself.

69. A man who reaches Urvasikunda and takes his bath there
with an ardent desire obtains the world of Urvaéi, O dear son.

70. Near Urvasikunda the Lord is always present in the (posture
of) performing a penance, contemplating on the well-being of all living
beings.

71.  Above it even wind bears the fragrance obtained solely from
the lotus-like feet of the Lord of Sri. If those who are afflicted by the
sins of Kali come into contact with it, they will never suffer due to
the mass of sins.

72. (Defective Text) A person who is dejected due to the glory
of (his high) office attained delight by the power of the contact with
it. He serves Acyuta alone in the cavity of the mountain. Bearing the
pair of the feet of the Lord of Sri all round, he becomes calm in the
wind.

73. Even a worm which is full of excessive sins laughs at Devas
because, stationed in that holy spot, all his evils have been subdued
and he has become devoid of desires. Indeed that region is obtained
after abandoning the flower which has become sport due to his con-
tact(?).

74.  After going to that place, the minds of sages are not aware
of external objects, because they (their minds) are fixed to the lotus-
like feet (of the Lord). The Lord of the earth stationed there, allots his
own region to the people coming in due order.

75.  There are many Tirthas on the mountain resorted to by Naridyana.
They are destructive of all sins instantaneously. 1 know them but the
common people do not.

76. In the terrible cave of Sarhsira where (the existence of) the
Atman is concealed, after reaching Urvasikunda a man should stay
there for a day.

77. To the southern side of Urvasikunda, there are the weapons
of the Lord of the universe. By seeing them one will not meet with
any danger from weapons. .

78. He who listens to this devoutly or he who reads or recites this
with concentration shall be rid of all sins. He attains Sllokya of Hari.
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CHAPTER EIGHT

The Greatness of Various Tirthas at Badari

Siva said:

1. To the south of Brahmakunda is the great mountain Naravisa
(‘Abode of Nara’). It is there that Meru which is the most beautiful in
the world was fixed by the Lord.

Skanda said:

2. How was Meru fixed by the Lord near Nara? O father, my
curiosity is great. Let it be narrated if you like it.

Mahadeva said:

3-6. When the Lord himself transferred his residence to Visala,
Devas, great sages, Siddhas, Vidyadharas and Caranas left the peaks
of Meru because they were eager to see the Lord.

On account of the delight caused to them by the sight of the Lord
they abandoned heaven. Then, O Six-faced One, for their happiness
(and convenience) the Lord uprooted the peaks of Meru with his single
hand playfully and placed them (at Vi§ald). Thereby the Lord increased
the pleasure of all. Then all of them saw the mountain made of gold.
They all were delighted; they eulogized Nariyana who is devoid of

aillments.

Devas said:

7. We pay our obeisance to that Lord of fierce splendour and
power of penance, who assumes sportingly many bodies for our happi-
ness as well as for the rest of the world, who brought the golden mountain
here, who conquers hundreds of demons, and who solely belongs to the
side of Suras.

8. The Lord destroys out of compassion the distress of the mis-
erable like fire reducing to ash even a mountain of cotton. He is the
supporter of those who seek refuge in him; he is the most excellent one
among those who know the one (and our Lord). Let him be pleased with
us by whatever he does out of kindness. Whatever he does has never

been imitated by any person.
9. Like a father he gives us perfect training and makes us lofty-
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minded. He is kind and full of his own acquisition. His glances are
efficient in the protection of the three worlds. He is the ocean full of
nectar. Let him protect (us) from adversities.

The sages said:

10. The entire universe is superimposed on him. It is only an
implement for his sports. It appears to be true. There is a mass of
splendour on the face of the unborn Lord of great plenty. He is the Lord
whose form is resorted to (by all). We bow down to you, O eternal
Being.

Siddhas said:

11. Great men have attained Siddhy due to an iota of his kind-
ness. Other men of the world too have crossed the terrible ocean of
worldly existence without delay. This is our considered opinion.

Vidyadharas said:

12. O Lord endowed with a host of good qualities, O Lord with
welfare as your form (i.e. whose form is conducive to welfare), O great
Lord, O cause of continuous series of honour, is there any wonder that
those who are inebriated with the sweet flavour of the liquor (extracted)
from your lotus-feet stay completely satisfied?

13.  Thereupon the delighted Lord (appeared) before those heaven-
dwellers. On being told “Choose your boons”, they said to (the Lord)
who is the most eminent among the bestowers of boons:

14-16.  “If (you) the Lord of Devas, the Lord of Rama, are really
pleased, Badari should never be abandoned by you, nor should Meru
too. Those who see the peak of Meru are meritorious persons. With
your favour let their residence be on Meru itself. After enjoying the
pleasures there for a long time, let them become merged in you.”

Saying “so be it” Hari vanished there itself.

17.  Ever since then all of them began to sport about on the peak
of Meru. They were being protected repeatedly near Nara and
Niiriyana.

18. They used to stay in heaven for some time and some time in
the middle of Meru. The sages and ascetics were devoid of distress and
fear. The'ir were not excited or agitated.
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19. The Lord too stays there in the'form of (the sage) Nara holding
the bow and arrows. The glorious Lord is comparable to fire on account
of (the brilliance of) his penance. He resorts to penance and causes

bliss to the multitudes of sages.
20. Beyond that is the excellent Tirtha saluted by the Guardians

of the Quarters. Hari himself established the Guardians of the Quarters
there.

Skanda said:

21. How were the Guardians of the Quarters established there by
the Lord? O dear father, I have great curiosity and eagerness in regard
to it. O highly intelligent one, recount it (to me).

Siva said:

22.  Once, while bringing those who had resorted to the middle of
Meru here, Hari was eager to see the activities of Devas and the chief
sages.

23-27. On seeing him the heaven-dwellers got up suddenly and
bowed down to him. All of them humbly said, “O Lord, be pleased”.

The Lord halted there for a moment and duly surveyed the scanty
place there. He thought that the proximity of the sages and the Devas
was not proper. Then Lord Madhusiidana called the Guardians of the
Quarters and laughingly said to them: “Persons like you should not
stay here. Indeed the sages, ascetics and Siddhas stay here along with
their womenfolk. The abode of persons like you has already been well-
arranged by me.”

Then Hari hurriedly went to the beautiful and excellent mountain.
O Guha, he called the Guardians of the Quarters and established them
there.

28.  Desirous of water, he hit the mountain with a piece of rock.
Thereby he created a charming pond for their sport.

29-30. There Devas roam about as they please along with their
wives. Gandharvas sing and rejoice. The forests and parks of heaven-
dwellers were fascinating with the fragrance of flowers. All the em-
bodied beings spend the days happily as though they were so many
moments.

31. Delighting them, the Lord himself comes there to take his
holy bath on the twelfth day as well as full-moon day.

32, After that, all the sages and ascetics take their bath, O Guha,
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according to the injunctions, at midday. They see with their own eyes
the great fiery splendour in the waters moving without any obstruction.

33. By seeing Dandapuskarini they obtain instantaneously the
merit which is said to be equal to that of taking the holy bath in all
the Tirthas.

34. All the rites performed for some desired results by the wise
become fruitful there. The offering of riceballs there has eight times
the benefit than that at Gaya.

35-36 Yajila, charity, penance and holy rite when performed there
on the twelfth day in the bright half of the month of Jyestha, O Six-
faced One, are said to be everlasting, since one becomes blessed and
contented by taking the holy bath in accordance with the injunctions
(there on that day). This secret is well guarded by the excellent Suras
in regard to Badaritirtha. This should not be disclosed to anyone and
everyone. It was out of love for you that it has been mentioned to you.

37. Why should much be spoken about it here? Only those with
plenty of merit see this famous holy place well-guarded by Suras. Not
others. They will not even think about this. O Guha; Devas think about
this everyday.

38. If people have performed all holy rites for the Lord in accor-
dance with the religious injunctions and if they have regularly studied
the Vedas, they see the rare Tirtha named Dandoda (i.e. Danda Puskarini).
Otherswise it is not seen well.

39. There has never been and there will never be a Tirtha greater
than Dandodaka, a god like Visnu and a holy spot on a par with Vi§ala.

40. ViSila should be resorted to by clever devotees with great
determination if they wish to be always near the Lord.

Skanda said:

41. What are those Tirthas which are connected with Ganga and
are conducive to welfare in the region of good people? Recount them
briefly to me.

Mahideva said:

42. The Tirtha in the vicinity of Minasodbheda where Ganga
comes in contact, is devoid of impurities. It is meritorious. It 1s, su-
perior to Prayiiga.

43, Merely by taking there bath at the confluence of Ganga, men
obtain as myuch merit as is obtained by performing penance while taking
in only air-for thirty thousand years.
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44. The Tirtha to the south of the confluence is glorified as
Dharmaksetra. It is reported that the sages Nara and Nardyana were
born of Miirti there.

45. That holy spot is very sacred in the human world. It is the
most excellent of all excellent holy spots. There alone does the Holy
Lord Dharma stand on all his four feet.

46. If Yajiia, penance or charity are performed by men there—
whatever that may be, the merit thereof is not destroyed even in the
course of hundreds and crores of Kalpas.

47. To the south of it is the Tirtha named Urvasisangama. Merely
by taking holy bath there all the sins of men and embodied beings are
destroyed.

48. Beyond that is Kirmoddhara. It is the sole means for devo-
tion to Hari. By taking bath therein all living beings will gain purity

of nature.
49. Next to it is the holy spot named Brahmavarta. It is the sole

and direct cause (of attaining) the world of Brahma. Only by visiting
the Tirtha all the sins will be destroyed.

50. There are many Tirthas here. But they are not easily ap-
proachable to embodied beings. O dear one, it has been briefly re-
counted because of my considerateness for you.

51. He who always listens to this, or he who recites this or reads
this with mental purity and concentration shall get rid of all sins. He
attains the region of Visnu.'

52. A king gains victory; he who seeks a son gets a son; he who
prays for a daughter gets a daughter; a virgin obtains a good husband.

53. He who seeks wealth gets wealth that is the sole means for
the fulfilment of all desires.

54. If a man devoutly listens to this for a full month with con-
centration and purity, there is no doubt that what is wished for by him
will be acquired even if it is rare.

55. Where this (text of) the greatness (of Badari) 1s present, there
is no danger from mental worry or physical ailment or trouble, poverty
or strife. All these are not present at all in the houses where this (text
of) greatness (of Badari) is present.

56. There is no premature death, nor danger from serpents etc.
There is no ill-luck or mishap. There is no bad dream or affliction

1, VV 51-58 give the Phalasruti (the benefit accruing from listening, reciting
#fc.) of Badarikiframa-Mahiitmya.
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caused by evil sprrits. There is no danger (of invasion) from other
nations.

57-58. In the event of a battle, at the time of a journey, during
marriage, when there is a case pending in court and during auspicious
holy rites this (Purana) should be carefully read by clever devotees—
either the whole book or a chapter or half of that. All tasks shall be
fruitful. There is no doubt about this.

:: End of Badarikisrama-Mahatmya ::






SECTION IV: KARTTIKAMASA-MAHATMYA!

CHAPTER ONE

Praise of Karttika Vow

Obeisance to Sri Ganesa

1.  One should recite this Purana after bowing down to Naridyana
(i.e. Krsna) who abides in the hearts of men, Nara (Man i.e. Arjuna),
Narottama (i.e. Sage Vyidsa who enlightens people and enhances their

spiritual status) and Goddess Sarasvati.?

The sages said :

2. O Sita, the meritorious greatness of the month of A§vina has
been recounted to us. We wish to hear about another thing (i.e. narra-
tion), the greatness of Karttika (October-November).

3. What is the means of achieving the goal without strain in the
Kali age in the case of men of sinful activities, whose minds are defiled
by dirty thoughts and are immersed in the ocean of worldly affairs?

4. O boly Sir, please tell us that Dharma among all Dharmas

1. Karttika-M3asa-Mihatmya: Masa-Mahatmyas or glorification of certain months
is a part of Vrata section of the Hindu Dharma Sastra. Certain Vratas (religious
observances) are prescribed for certain months and the importance of the Vratas is
emphasized by glorifying the particular month.

The present volume being Vaispavakhanda of SkP, the months of Karttika,
Mirgadirsa and Vai§ikha arc glorified due to the prescription of Vaisnava Vratas
in them.

2. Traditionally a new work should begin with a benedictory verse (Mangalicarana),
as it helps the prevention of obstacles in completing the work. SkP is not one book
but a library of books. This benedictory verse shows that this Misa-Mah3tnya was
an independent work incorporated in SkP. There is another Karttika-Méisa-MihAimya
in PdP VI, Uutara Khanda, Piirvirdha, Chs. 88-118, which is textually more or
less the same as in our SkP.

This verse was at first used for Mbh (originally named Jaya). Bot it came to
be associated with Puriinas like BhP and lesser works like such Mihidtmyas. The

commentator interprets Narottama as ‘Vyidsa’'.
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which is the greatest means of achieving salvation, a giver of good
results here and salvation (hereafter) to men.

Sidta said :

5. Nirada, the sage and son of Brahma, asked Brahma, the pre-
ceptor of the universe, the same question as I have been asked by you
all.

6. Similarly, Satyabhim3 who was desirous of listening to the
greatness of Karttika asked Srikrsna, the Lord of the universe (the
same question).

7. The same was recounted by the sages, Valakhilyas, in the
assembly of sages, in the form of a dialogue between the Sun-god and
Aruna. It is extremely fascinating.

8. On Kaildsa the greatness of Karttika was recounted by Sankara
to Sanmukha (Skanda) along with various anecdotes and narratives.

9.  After hearing it in the olden time directly from Brahma, O
eminent Brihmanas, the greatness of Karttika was recounted to Prthu
by Narada.

10. Once Narada, the Yogin, went to Satyaloka and humbly asked
the Grandfather of all the worlds:

Sri Nimada asked :

11.  What is that fire, O Brahma, that burns the fuel of terrible
sins irrespective of its being dry or wet? It behoves you to recount it.

12. O Lord of Devas, surely there is nothing in the three worlds
within the Cosmic Egg that is not known to you.

13. O Pitamaha, name particularly the most excellent month among
all the months, the most excellent one among the excellent Devas and
(the most excellent Tirtha among) Tirthas.

Brahmi replied :

14. Among the months Kirttika is the most excellent; among
Devas the Slayer of Madhu is the most excellent. The most excellent
Tirtha is the one called Naridyana.' All these three are very rare in Kali

age.

\. Ndr3yana Tirtha or Ndriiyana Saras : 1t is at the Sindhu-Sigara-Sangama, 81
miles north-west of Bhuj, capital of Cutch (Gujarat). There was a great lake here
in ancient times. (HD IV, 785.)
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Narada said :

15. O Lord, I am your servant. | am your devotee, O favourite of
Hari. Tell me (what are) the pious activities of Vaisnavas. You are
omniscient, O Pitimaha.

16-17. At the outset it behoves you to recount the greatness of
Karttika to me, O Lord. (Then) describe the greatness of the gift of
lamps, the holy observances of those who observe vows, the greatness
of Gopicandana (a species of white clay found near Dviaraka used for
putting the vertical sectarian mark on the forehead) and that of Tulast
(the holy basil plant), the greatness of Dhatri (Ama/aka—Emblic My-
robalan) and the injunction regarding holy bath etc. When is the Vrata
to be begun? Describe the procedure of Udydpana (concluding rites).

18. It behoves you to recount all of whatever Vaisnava obser-
vances there are. Thereby, with your favour, I shall go to the region
devoid of ailments.

Sita sard:

19.  On hearing these words of his son Brahma became delighted.
After remembering Radha and Damodara,' he spoke to his son :

Brahma said:

20. What has been asked by you, O son, for the sake of uplifting
the worlds, is well-put. There is no doubt. I shall tell you the greatness
of Karttika.

21. On one side let there be all the Tirthas and all the Yajfias
with adequate monetary gifts (on the other side let there be the month
of Karttika). All those do not deserve (to possess) even a sixteenth part
of the (greatness of the) month of Karttika.?

22. On one side there is dwelling in Puskara or in Kuruksetra or
on the Himdlaya mountain. On the other side there is Karttika, O son,
which is considered most meritorious of all.

23. There is on one side gold equal (in amount) to Meru and all
types of charitable gifts and on the other side there is Karttika, O son,

which is always favoured by Kefava.

1. The special importance attached to Radhi and Dimodara in this work shows
the establishment of Ridhi cult.

2. A typical example of Ati€ayokti (Exaggeration) found in Purlinas. It is such
denigration gf Yajfias by later Brahmin writers which adversely affected the Yajha
cult. Even Dilas is regarded as inferior to Kirttika observances.
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24. Whatever meritorious rite is performed in the month of Kirttika
with Visnu in view—I do not see any end to its merit. It has already
been told (to you) by me, O Nirada.

25. On having got an extremely rare chance of being born as a
human being which forms the staircase leading to heaven, one should
maintain oneself in such a way that one will not fall back (to an inferior
birth).

26  After attaining human birth which is very difficult to get, if
a man does not perform the holy rites prescribed for the month of
Karttika, O most excellent one among righteous souls, he is (no better
than) a murderer of his mother and father.

27-31. The month of Kirttika is the most excellent of all months.
It is the most meritorious. It sanctifies all sanctifying things.

In this month, thirty-three Devas are present together, O sage. People
perform all these rites now, O Niarada, with full devotion : holy baths;
charitable gifts; feeding; holy rites; the various gifts of cow made of
gingelly seeds, gold, silver, plots of land, garments and cows.

Suras duly accept those gifts made over (to deserving persons). What-
ever is given, O eminent Brahmana, the penance that is performed, is
said by Visnu, the powerful one, to give inexhaustible merit. Relief
from sins in the month of Karttika is highly commended.

32-35a. Hence charitable gift is made with great care and effort,
O Brahmana, in the month of Kirttika. Whatever is given in the month
of Karttika by men with Visnu in view, especially the gift of cooked
food, gives inexhaustible merit. Just as, O Narada, O Brahminical sage.
there is no destruction of rivers, mountains and oceans, so also, O sage,
the gift that is made in the month of Karttika has no destruction, O
Brdhmana. The sin is split into a thousand.

35b-37. On seeing the arrival of the month of Karttika, if a man
refrains from taking other people’s cooked food, everyday he secures
without difficulty the benefit of the holy rite Atikrcchra.'

There is no month on a par with Karttika. There is no Yuga equal
to Krta. There is no scripture comparable with the Vedas. There is no
Tirtha on a par with Ganga. There is no charitable gift on a par with
that of cooked rice. There is no happiness on a par with that of the
wife.

1. Atikrcchra: Krechra is a general term for several penances involving fasts.
In Atikrcchra one morsel of food is to be eaten in the morning only (and complete
fast at night) for three days, after this one morsel to be eaten at night only for three
days and it is followed by complete fast for three days (Manv X1. 213). Gautama
26.22 states that it purifies all sins except Mahiipatakas.
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38. Wealth acquired by justifiable means is the rarest thing for
those who make charitable gifts. Performance of rites by mortals in a
Tirtha is also a rare (chance).

39.  Otiger (i.e. prominent one) among sages. worship of Salagrima’
stone and remembrance of Visudeva are the rites that should be per-
formed in Kirttika by one who is afraid of sins.

40. If a person passes Kirttika of such a nature without doing
anything (meritorious), he will certainly see the destruction of the merit
acquired before.

Nairada said:

41. How is the excellent rite of Karttika to be performed by a
weak person? O Pitamaha, tell me that whereby he too shall obtain its
benefit.

Brahma said:

42-45. If a man is (physically) incapable, he should perform the
Vrata in the following manner. He should give money to another person
and make him perform the Karttika Vrata (for himself).

He should take the merit from him by means of the rite of Dana
sankalpa (i.e. ceremonious pronouncement of religious gift).

If he is incapable of making monetary gifts, O excellent one among
the divine sages, he should drink the water from the Tirtha. If a person
is incapable of doing that too, he should joyously remember Hari al-
ways and repeat the names with due observances. Then, he will acquire
the full benefit of the Kirttika Vrata.

46-48. The rite of Harijdgara (i.e. keeping awake for the whole
of the night) should be performed in the temple of Siva or Visnu. If
there be no temple of Siva or Visnu, he can perform it in the temple
of any deity. If one is in an emergency, one can stay in the forest of
Durgé(?) and perform the rite. He can also perform it at the root of a
fig tree or in a forest of basil plants. If (literary) compositions on
Visnu's names are sung in the presence of Visnu, the man obtains the

benefit of the gift of a thousand cows.
49-51. One who plays on a musical instrument shall obtain the

benefit of the Vijapeya sacrifice. The dancer shall obtain the benefit

. Sﬂ;rﬂnt Black stone found in the river Gandakl and worshipped as 8
symbol of Viggu.
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arising from taking a plunge in all the Tirthas. The person who gives
money to these people shall obtain all these merits. By listening to or
by seeing (these) one obtains one-sixth of the benefit. If a person is in
difficulties and he cannot obtain water anywhere, or if a person is
afflicted with sickness, he should perform the Marjana (‘ wiping off’)
rite by taking (i.e. muttering the) name of Visnu.

52. If a person who has started the Vrata cannot perform the
concluding rites, he should feed Brahmanas for the sake of concluding
the Vrata.

53. If a person is incapable of gifting away a lamp, he should
light other people’s lamps. Or he should protect another man’s lamp
from the blowing winds etc. )

54-55. If there is no worship of Visnu (if Visnu worship is not
possible), TulasT or DhatrT (Emblic Myrobalan) should be worshipped.
If everything else is not available, the Vratin should worship Brahmanas
or cows. If these too are not available, he should repeat the names of
Visnu.

Ndrada said:
O Brahma, recount in detail the holy rites due in the month of Karttika.

CHAPTER TWO
Rites to Be Observed in Karttika

Brahma said:

1-2. Henceforth, O Nirada, I shall recount the holy rites (to be
observed) in the month of Karttika.

On seeing that the month of Kirttika has come, if one refrains from
taking food from other people, one attains salvation. There is no doubt
about it.

Of all virtuous activities, worship of the preceptor is considered to
be the greatest. O excellent sage, one obtains everything through ser-
vice to the preceptor.

3. I the preceptor is pleased, all the Devas including Indra will
be pleased. If the preceptor is displeased, all the Devas including Indra

will be displeased.
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4-8. In the month of Karttika one may perform many holy rites,
but if one does not serve the preceptor, one gets into hells only. Whatever
1s ordered by the preceptor, the disciple should carry it out. O Brihmana,
one who is commanded by the preceptor, should not transgress his
directions. If one meets with misery etc., one should seek refuge in the
preceptor. A learned man should treat the preceptor as his mother and
father. What is not obtained from the preceptor is not obtained else-
where too. There is no doubt in this that with the favour of the pre-
ceptor one obtains everything. Medhavi, Kapila and Sumati of great
penance attained immortality by serving well their preceptor Gautama.'

9. Hence, the devotee, loyal to Visnu, should serve the preceptor
with all (possible) efforts in the month of Kérttika. Thereby he shall
attain salvation.

10. Anexcellent Brihmana who imparts (knowledge of) Vaisnavite
holy rites unto men, shall obtain the merit that is obtained in making
a gift of the earth inclusive of the oceans. '

11. O (sage) of good holy rites, devotees will make (to him) gifts
of cows made of gingelly seeds, gold, silver, plot of land, garments and
cows with great sincerity and faith.?

12-16.  Of all charitable gifts the gift of virgins (in marriage) is
the best. Gift of a thousand cows is on a par with gift of a hundred
bulls. Gift of ten bulls is on a par with gift of a vehicle. Gift of ten
vehicles is on a par with gift of a,horse. Gift of an elephant 1s superior
to that of thousands of horses. Gift of gold is on a par with that of
thousands of elephants. Gift of learning is on a par with thousands of
gifts of gold. Gift of land is crores of times superior to that of learning.
Gift of cows is superior to thousands of those of lands. Gift of cooked
food is superior to thousands of gifts of cows. The universe subsists on
cooked food (for its maintenance)—it has been said. Hence it should be
given in the month of Kirttika.

17. By avoiding other men’s cooked food one shall get the merit
of (observing) the Cindriyana vow. One obtains the merit of Atikrcchra
observed everyday.

18. In the month of Kirttika one shall particularly avoid meat
and distillation of liquors. Even if one eats meat once, one attains birth

in Riksasa species.

1. The story how these students went 10 heaven along with their physical bodies
is gives W KM (Kisttiks-Mihitmys) in SSroddhira (Comm.).

2. VV 11-16 enumerate various Diisas;, vv 37-41 gift of food; vv 42-43 gift
of cows.
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19. If one observes restraint even in the intake of non-prohibited
foodstuffs in the month of Karttika, identity with the form of Visnu is
certainly obtained. It is a status that leads to salvation.

20. If one sleeps on bare ground, one obtains that merit, O dear
one, which is obtained on making a gift of land to Brahmanas during
eclipses of the Sun and the Moon.

21-22. Feeding of Brahmana couples, worshipping them, offering
them unguents, blankets, gems as well as clothes of various kinds—this
must be done in the month of Kirttika. Cotton should be given away
along with covering cloths. O (sage) of good holy rites, do offer foot-
wear and umbrella in the month of Karttika.

23-27a. One who lies down on bare ground in the month of Karttika,
shall dispel all the sins incurred in the course of a Yuga. He who keeps
awake (with prayers) at dawn in the month of Karttika in front of
Damodara, O celestial sage, shall obtain the merit of (gifting) a thou-
sand cows.

If one does not have (regular) bath in a river (everyday), does not
listen to the stories of Visnu, and does not see Vaisnavas in the month
of Karttika, his merit acquired in the course of ten years shall be
destroyed.

O tiger among sages, if an intelligent man remembers and gets into
touch with Puskara mentally, verbally and physically in Karttika, the
merit thereof shall multiply lakhs and crores of times.

Praydga in the month of Magha, Puskara in the month of Karttika
and Avanti in the month of Vaisdakha shall dispel sins acquired (and
accumulated) in the course of a Yuga.

27b-32. Those men are blessed in the world who, particularly in
Kali age, perform the worship of Hari regularly for the sake of his
propitiation.' There is no doubt about this that their Pitrs are redeemed
from hell.

If for the sake of the Pitrs Visnu is bathed in milk etc., they will
attain heaven and stay there for a crore of Kalpas along with Devas.

If Krsna, the lotus-eyed one, is not worshipped in Karttika, O eminent
Brahmana, Kamala (Goddess of wealth) shall not be present in their
houses in the course of a crore of births.

Alas! They are robbed, they are ruined, they have fallen into the
cave of Kali—they by whom Hari is not devoutly worshipped with blue
and white lotuses.

*1. VV 27b-36 recommend worship of Visnu, esp. with lotus-flowers and Tulas.
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He who worships the Lord of Devas, the Lord of Goddess Laksmi,
with a single lotus, destroys the sins of ten thousand years. Sveta!
attained salvation by means of his worship with lotuses.

33-36. If the Lord of Devas is bowed down to and worshipped
with a single lotus, he forgives thousand ot guilts and seven hundred
offences.

If anyone worships Hari with a hundred thousand leaves of the holy
basil plant in Karttika, O excellent sage, he will get a pearl for every
leaf as the fruit thereof.

He who carries a Tulasi leaf taken out from an idol of Krsna in his
mouth, body or head, he who wipes his body with the Nirmilyas of
Krsna, shall be freed from all ailments and shall be rid of all sins.

Water from conchshell, devotion to Hari, Nirmélya, water from the
feet, sandal paste and the residue of incense—all these are removers
of the sin of the slaughter of a Brihmana.

37-41. In the month of Karttika, O eminent Brahmana, the devo-
tee should regularly take bath in the early morning. He should serve
charitable gifts of cooked rice to Brihmanas in accordance with his
capacity.

Gift of cooked rice is superior to all other charitable gifts. The
world is produced by means of cooked food. It develops through cooked
food. Indeed, they know that cooked food has become vital to all living
beings. A person who gifts food shall be the donor of everything in the
world; he shall be (benefited as) the performer of all Yajiias. Of what
avail to him is a bath in Tirthas; of what use is the divine procession
etc. to him? O Brahmana, everything is achieved through gift of food.
There is no doubt about it. Formerly a Brahmana Satyaketu? attained
the benefit of all meritorious deeds and acquired the rare benefit of
salvation.

42. One who strictly adheres to Karttika Vrata should make tl.e
excellent gift of cows. His Vrata becomes fulfilled thereby. There is

no doubt about it.
43-45. There is no greater gift in the world than the gift of cows,

1. The story of King Sveta of K&$mira achieving salvation at Puskara by Vispu-
worship is given in Brahma P. (Comm.)

2. To itlustrate the importance of the gift of food Sdroddhdra gives the story of
Satyaketu who did not find time to go to Gangd due to his Vrata of food-gift.
Satyajit, a pious pilgrim, refused to accept food from Satyaketu as he did not
perform ablution in Gangd. But when he went 10 Gangl, the river disappeared.
When prayed she ordered him to take food from Satyaketu first and then come for

bath.
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which takes one across the ocean of worldly existence, O Nirada, as
in the case of the Brahmana Sufarman.'

In the month of Karttika, O eminent Brahmana, one may make many
kinds of gifts. But if he does not remember Hari, those gifts do not

sanctify him.
The efficacy of repetition of the holy names (of Visnu) cannot be
(adequately) described by me. Formerly the residents of hell were released

by Puskara.?

46. (The Mantra of sacred names is) ‘O Govinda, O Govinda, O
Hari, O Murirni, O Govinda, O Govinda, O Mukunda, O Krsna, O Govinda,
O Govinda with the discus in your hand, O Govinda, O Damodara, O

Maiadhava.”
47. In the month of Kirttika, one should read half a verse or at

least one quarter of a verse from Bhagavata everyday in the month of
Karttika with faith and devotion.

48. Futile indeed is the birth of those men by whom Bhdgavata
Puridna has not been listened to, nor the primordial Purusa has been
propitiated, nor have the Brdhmanas been fed.

49. O great Brahmana, if a Brahmana reads the Gitd in the month

of Karttika, I am not capable to recount his merit.
50. A scripture on a par with the Gitd there has never been before

nor will there ever be. It is the perpetual destroyer of all sins. The Gita

alone is the bestower of salvation.
51. By reading even a single chapter (of the Gitd), all sinners

will be liberated like Brihmana Jada.’
§2. O sage, if a person makes the gift of a Silagrima stone (in

I. Sufarman, a pious Brahmin, heard Indra ordering his subordinates to bring
even sinners to heaven if they have gifted a cow. Sufarmli went to his house and
from the sky he urged his sons to gift cows. They obeyed and went to heaven.
(Comm.)

2. VV 45-46 extol the importance of God's name. Sdroddhdra tells that once,
by mistake, Yama's attendants took a pious Brahmin by name Puskara. Yama apologized
and requested him to return. Puskara expressed the desire to see the hells. Seeing
the tortures in hells he pitied and asked the sufferers in hell to take God’s name
which they did and went to heaven. (Comm.)

3. Siroddhira illustrates the importance of the recitation of the Bhagavadpnis
by wiling how Jada, a Brihmaga of sminful acts, was murdered. His sons not
khowing anything from him, presumed that he was dead and were going to Virinasi
for the obsequies. On the way, at the root of the tree where Jada was murdered
they read the 3rd Chapter of BG. The sinner was absolved of sins and went to
heaven. While going he told his sons to redeem others by reading BG. (Comm.)
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the month of Kirttika), the amount of his merit cannot be assessed
even by Visnu.

33. Listen to the merit of that person, O Brihmana, who makes the
gift of a Salagrama to a Brihmana well-versed in the Vedas, after duly
worshipping it, O great sage.

54.  One shall, by making the gift of a Sdlagrama stone, attain
that merit which is obtained by gifting away land extending as far as
the seven oceans.

55. A certain Brahmana lady became widow on the fifth day
after her marriage. By making the gift of a Silagrama stone in the
month of Karttika she revived her husband.'

56. Hence in the month of Karttika the gift of a Salagrama stone
should be made after duly taking holy bath etc. There is no doubt about
it.

CHAPTER THREE
The Glory of Kirttika

Brahma said:

1-5. O great Brihmana, listen to the greatness of Kiarttika fur-
ther. It (i.e. Karttika vow) should start on the tenth day (in the month
of A§vina) and conclude on the tenth day (in Karttika).

It should start on the full-moon day (of Aévina) and conclude on the
full-moon day (of Karttika). The devotee should start on the eleventh
day in the month of AS§vina. After bowing down to Dimodara he should
perform the rite of Sarkalpa at the outset: “O Damodara, obeisance
to you. O destroyer of all sins, it behoves you to grant permission to
perform the (specific) religious observance of Karttika. O Purusottama,
O Lord of Devas, make its observance free from obstacles during the
whole of this month.” After praying thus, the devotee should duly begin
the religious vow.

1. VV 53-56 emphasize the importance of the gift of a Salagrima. Sdroddhira
states how a girl from a Y&jaka family got widowed on the fifth day after her
marriage. Her father made her give a Silagrima to a Brahmin whereby her
husband returned to life. The woman lived happily ever after gifting away a

Silagrima~(Comm.)
2. VV 1:S state the days on which the Kirttika Vratas are to be begun and

concluded and the Sankalpa.
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What was being narrated to Aniiru (Aruna, charioteer of the Sun-
god) by the Sun-god, was heard by me. It is the cause of the attainment
of heaven in Kali. May it be heard.

The Sun-god said:

6-8a. Out of the twelve months, the month of Margasirsa is highly
meritorious. It is said that Vai§dkha on the banks of Narmada is more
meritorious than that. The month of Magha at Praydga is a hundred
thousand times more meritorious than that. It is declared that Karttika
is more fruitful than that at any water reservoir.

8b-9a.  With all (kinds of) charitable gifts, vows and pious obser-
vances on one side and the holy bath in the month of Kirttika on the
other side were weighed in balance by god Brahma (and both were
found to be equal).

9b-12a. If in Kali Age people are (found) endowed with many
children and plenty of wealth, know that holy bath in the month of
Karttika has been certainly taken by them with great respect.

Those who perform the following in the month of Karttika are in-
deed living-liberated souls': Holy bath, gifting away lamps, keeping
forests of Tulasi plants, sleeping on bare ground, celibacy, avoidance
of two-leafed plants, glorification of Visnu, truthfulness, and listening
to the Purdnas.

I2b-14.  There is nothing conducive to righteousness on a par with
Karttika; there is nothing more conducive to wealth than Kirttika;
there is no Kidmya rite (that which yields desired results) on a par with
Karttika. There is no better rite bestowing salvation than Karttika (Vrata).

This Vrata was observed by Yudhisthira for the sake of virtue (Dharma),
by Dhruva for the sake of wealth, by Srikrsna for the sake of love and
by Nirada for the sake of salvation. Hence it is very excellent and a
favourite of Krsna.

Aruna said:

15. Say, O Sun-god, the immanent soul of all, when should this
Vrata be begun to make it completely fruitful? Which deity should be
properly worshipped here?

Bhiskara (Sun-god) replied:
16.  Visnu, Sarva, I, Goddess and Vighneévara i.e. Ganefa (are to

1. The various Vratas during Kirttika.
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be worshipped).' Fhough I am only one, 1 have become five as in the
case of a Stage Manager in the course of a play.

17-18.  Know, O lord of birds, that these are all our own different
forms. Hence holy bath in the month of Kirttika should be taken for
the purpose of dispelling all sins by Sauras (followers of the Sun),
Ganesas (followers of Vighne$vara), Saktas (followers of Sakti or God-
dess), Saivas (followers of Siva) and Vaisnavas (followers of Visnu).

When the 8un is in the Zodiac of Libra, it should be taken for
propitiating the Sun-god.

19.  Beginning with the full-moon day in the month of A§vina and
ending with the full-moon day of Kirttika, the holy baths should be
taken by men for the delight of Siva.

20. Beginning with the fortnight of Devi and cnding with the
fourteenth night, Mahiritri, the holy bath should be taken proclaiming,
“May the Goddess be pleased”.

21. Beginning with the fortnight of Gana(pati) from the fourth
day and ending with the fourth day of the dark half of the month of
Kartrika, the holy bath should be taken for the propitiation of Ganapati.

22. The devotee should begin the Vrata on the eleventh day in
the bright half of the month of A§vina and conclude it on the eleventh
day in the bright half of the month of Karttika. It he does like this,
Jandrdana shall be delighted.

23.  There is no other month on a par with Kirttika; there is no
other city equal to Kasi; there is no other Tirtha on a par with Prayiiga;
and there is no Lord greater than KeSava.

24. It the holy bath in the month of Kirttika is taken casually,
or under compulsion, knowingly or unknowingly, (the devotee) shall
never meet with torture at the hands of Yama.

25. If one is (physically) incapable of taking the holy bath, he
can offer money etc. to another. When the other comes after conclud-
ing the bath, one should grasp his hand. Thereby one attains the merit
thereof.

26. Or the devotee should offer quilts, blankets etc. to Brihmanas
who take the holy bath in the month of Karttika. Thereby he shall
attain the benefit accruing from the holy bath.

1. This shows a synthesis of the main five sects of Hinduism. This oncness
is represented by Padcdyatana worship. The credit of this syathesis is given to Adi-
Sankaracaua VV 18-22 specify the day (¢ith)) on which a follower of a specific
deity is to, begin and conciude the Karttika Vrata.
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27-29.  In the month of Karttika, Radhd and Damodara should be
particularly worshipped.

The idols of Radha and Dimodara may be of gold, silver (or if it
1s not possible, of) copper or clay. They may be even pictures or figurettes
made on the ground with flour pastes etc. and painted with colours.
Those who worship these idols or pictures etc. of R&dhd and Damodara
underneath a TulasT plant should be known as living-liberated souls.

30. A man may be defiled by thousands of sins, but through the
holy bath in the month of Kirttika, he will certainly become liberated.
There is no doubt about this.

31. Obird, if Tulasi is not available, the worship should be conducted
beneath a Dhitri (Emblic Myrobalan) plant. But the main worship is
to be conducted in the mystic diagram of the Sun.

32. All the Devas are invisible but he (the Sun-god) is the visible
Lord. All the Devas are under the control of Kila (Time, Death) but
the Sun-god is Kdlakdla (Regulator or death(?) of Kala).

33. One who is incapable of worshipping in this manner should
worship an idol. There is greater merit in worshipping a Brihmana
than an idol.

34-38. A poor man is a deserving recipient of charitable gifts. If
he happens to be learned, he is particularly so. If a Brahmana is not
available, black cows are charming. A fixed idol of Visnu is better
than a mobile (portable) one.

He who worships and bows to the idols installed by Stidras, goes to
hell along with ten ancestors and ten descendants.

If one touches the idol woshipped by a Siidra, he will burn (get
burnt) his family up to the seventh generation.

Hence one must enquire and worship an idol that has been installed
by Brihmanas. Better than this is an idol made by Devas. It yields
worldly pleasures and salvation.

If an idol is not available either an A§vattha (fig tree) or a Vata
(banyan tree) should be worshipped, since A§vattha is a form of Visnu
and Vata is a form of Siva.!

39. A base man who eats Tulasi Saka (basil leaf cooked as a
vegetable dish) or betel leaf knowingly or unknowingly in the month

of Kirttika shall go to hell.

. 1. As per Sanatkumiira Samhitd, Afvattha is a form of Visnu, Vata (banyan
tree) is a form of Siva, Paliéa (Butea frondosa) is god Brahmil and mango tree is

Indra. (Comm.)
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40.  Hari is always present in the circular line in the $alagrama
stone. Hence by all means one should worship the $alagrima stone.

4]1. Cows have become eaters of faeces on account of Rudra’s
curse.' Still they are to he worshipped because they yield merit in both
the worlds.

42. In the month of Kairttika, one who takes food on a leaf of
Palasa tree (Butea frondosa) which is born of a part of god Brahmi,
shall go to the world of Visnu.

43. AS$vattha is a form of the Lord (Visnu) and Vala is a form of
Sadasiva. Hence by all means one should worship Agvattha in the month
of Karttika.

44-46. A woman devotee should circumambulate (an A$vattha
tree) a hundred thousand times in the month of Karttika. On Saturdays
she should worship Radha and Damodara beneath it. She should then
feed a couple representing Radhd and Dimodara. After feeding the
couples, she should take food with restrained speech. (By observing
this Vrata) even a barren woman shall get a son. Nothing need be said
about others? Visnu is always present in all as in a Brahmana.

47. He is present in the AS§vattha tree among trees, and in the
Salagrima among stones. Hence the worship of Visnu should be per-
formed at the root of ASvattha.

48. The worship of A§vattha should be conducted on Saturdays by
touching it. On other days if a man touches it he will become poor.

49. Those men who perform holy bath, keep religious vigil, light
the lamps and keep a forest of Tulasi plants in the month of Karttika
are the forms of Visnu.

50. Those men who sweep the temple of Visnu, offer Svastika
etc. and those who worship Visnu are living-liberated souls.

51. 1 shall mention the time for the holy bath in the Tirthas that
will be beneficent. Know from me the benefit thereof and the rites
concerning the holy bath and all other connected things.

1. According to Sanatkumdrasarhhitd, the Diving Cow (Kimadhenu) gave false

evidence that Brahma had seen the upper part of the head of Siva. Siva cursed
her (and her-species) to eat facces by the mouth which told a lie. (Comm.)
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CHAPTER FOUR

The Procedure of Karttikasnina'

Brahma said:

.  When a period of forty-eight minutes is still left for sunrise,
the devotee should go to a water reservoir (a tank, a pond or a river)
taking with him clay, Tulasi and clothes and a waterpot, O sage.

2-3.  After coming to the bank he should place the vessel there
on its bank. He should then wash his feet and repcat the name of the
place, time etc. He should remember the rivers beginning with Ganga
and the deities beginning with Visnu and Sarva. He should stand in
navel-deep water and repeat this Mantra:

4. *“O Janardana, O Damodara, the Lord of Devas, I shall perform
the early morning ablution in the month of Karttika for propitiating you
along with Ma (Laksmi).

5. O Kesava, the destroyer of sins, I shall perform the Nitya (daily)
and Naimittika (to be done on special occasions) rites in the month of
Kirttika and then take the holy bath. I shall then offer Arghya. Make
it (the procedure of bath) free from obstacles.”

6. Thereafter he should offer Arghya etc. to the deities of the
Tirtha etc. in the proper order: “O Hari accompanied by Radha, accept
the Arghya offered by me.

7. Obeisance to the Lotus-naveled Deity; bow to you lying in the
waters. Obeisance to you, O Hrsikesa. Accept the Arghya. Obeisance
to you.

8. 1 am observing the Vrata in the month of Karttika. I have
taken my holy bath duly. Accept the Arghya offered by me, O destroyer
of prominent demons.

9.  May the five rivers Kirana, Dhiitapipa,? Sarasvati of merito-
rious waters, Gangd and Yamuna sanctify me.”

10. The man should offer Arghya to the other rivers as well in

}. Sndna (Bath) has a special religious significance in the life of Hindus. Apart
from the compulsion of bath everyday and recommendation of bath twice a day to
a householder and thrice a day to a recluse (Yats), there are special occasions
and religious merit from taking bath at certain places (vide HD I, i, 658-669).
The present chapter deals with the procedure, time etc. of holy bath in the month
of Karttika.

2. Dhitapipi: A river with Himalayan source as per VaP 1.45.95, SkP V.ii.74-
76. A tributary of Gangfi in Banaras (De 57).
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accordance with the injunctions. He should remember Gangi in every
Tirtha.

11.  He shall never remember other Tirthas in Ganga. After utter-
ing all these Mantras, he should take the bath for removing the dirt.

12.  Thereafter he should perform the clay-bath,' the bath unto the
manes and the bath unto the preceptor. After that he should sprinkle
water on his own head (uttering Pavamina hymns).

13. Repeating the Aghamarsana Mantra,? he should perform the
water libation which is an ancillary to the holy ablution. Thereafter,
he should sprinkle water on his own head repeating the Purusa Sikta

(RV X.90).
14-16. Then he should come out and place the Tirtha on his own

head. He drinks the Tirtha three times, comes out of the water with
TulasTt in his hand and squeezes out the water from his clothes outside

the water reservoir:
“Since the water has been defiled by me through the mass of dirt

from my body, I am propitiating Yaksman (the deity of consumptive

disease) to expiate for that sin.”
After squeezing out the water from the clothes, he should apply

Tilaka (sacred sectarian mark on the forehead) etc.

Siita said:

7. Listen ye all, O sages, to the merit arising from the holy bath
during Karttika. This has been related in detail by the Sun-god to Aruna.

Aruna said :

18. In which Tirtha and holy spot is the benefit of the holy bath
during the month of Kirttika the best? O Lord, tell this.

The Sun-god said:

19-22.  During the month of Kirttika holy bath can be taken in
any water whatsoever.? In any place bath can be taken in hot water
during the month of Karttika. (This is for invalids.)

If one takes bath in cold water, it has ten times the benefit of the
bath with hot water. If the bath is taken in 2 small well outside, it has

1. A fashion of those days (see HD II, i, 663-64 for the usual procedure of
bath). ‘Bath unto Pitrs’ means reciting Piyr Sakta during bath.

2. Aghamarsana ‘Sin-effacing hymn’ (RV, X.190.1-3).

3. VV 19-27 give gradation of merit-giving baths.
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hundred tumes more benefit. The benefit arising from the bath in a tank
is a thousand times that of the bath in a big well. From the bath in
a lake that benefit will arise ten thousand times. By taking bath in a
stream the merit shall be ten times of that. There shall be more benefit
if the holy bath is taken in a river in the month of Karttika.

23.  The bath in a Tirtha is proclaimed as one having ten times
the benefit of the bath in a niver, O excellent bird. Ten times more
bencfit accrues from the bath at the confluence of two rivers.

24-27. There is no end to the menit accruing from a holy bath
taken at the confluence of three rivers. The following holy Tirthas' are
very difficult of access for holy bath during Kiirttika: Sindhu, Krsna,
Veni, Yamuni, Sarasvati, Godavari, Vipasa, Narmada, Tamasa, Mabhi,
Kaveri, Sarayi, Sipra, Carmanvati, Vitasta, Vedika, Sona, Vetravati,
Aparajitd, Gandaki, Gomati, Pirpa, Brahmaputra, the excellent lake
Manasa (or Nardyana in Kaccha), Vagmati, Satadru and Badarikasrama.
Know the other Tirthas from me.

28.  Arydvarta is the bestower of merit more than all other holy
spots. Kolhaipuri? is more excellent than that and it is said that the two
Kiiicis (i.e. Visnu's as well as Siva’s) are still more excellent.

29-33.  Anantasenavasati’ (Residence of Anantasena), Varahaksetra
and Cakraksetra® are respectively superior to the previous one. Muktiksetra®
Is superior to that. Avantikad is more excellent than that. Better than
that is Badarikasrama. Ayodhyi is superior to it and Gangadvira is
superior to that. Greater than that is Kanakhala and superior to that s
Madhupuri (Mathura).

If people stay at least for one Karttika month at Mathura, take

1. Some of the modern names of these Tirthas:
Vipisd — The Bias, Panjab
Tamasd — Tonse, 12 miles west of Sarayu. It falls into Ganga (VR 1.2.3)
Vitastd — The Jhelum, Kashmir
Vigmati — Bigmati—A sacrcd river in Nepai. Rises in the Himalaya.
Vardha P. 215.49

2. Kolhlipuri: Mod. Kolhapur. A Devi-sthdna of LaksmT (Devi Bh. P. V11.38.5,
PdP V.176.42). Probably the author must have been a Maharashtrian. He records
above Krsnd and Veni as two different rivers.

3. Prob. the same as Anantafayana of PdP V1.110.8, V1. 280.19. Padmanibha
tn Travancore (Kerala) (HD 1V, 733).

4. If the same as Cakra-Tirtha, it is variously located at Kuruksetra, Tryambaka
in Majfrizhtra, Virinast and at RAmeSvara (SkP lll, Setu-Mahitmya Ch. 3) (De
43),

8. Muktiksetra or Muktisthdna is difficult o pinpoint as SkP IV (Kasikhanda
6.21-23 enumerates 26 places as Muktisthina such a Prayliga, Naimisa, Tryambaka
(Maharashtra) etc.
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regular baths in the waters of Yamuna, they remain in Vaikuntha for
a long time. Radha-Damodara himself took his holy bath therein in the
month of Karttika. Hence Madhupuri is the most excellent one. Par-
ticularly Yamuna is very excellent.

34-39. Dvaravati i1s more excellent than that. Everyday Kesava
used to bathe there along with sixteen thousand women and other Yadavas.

One by whom a Tilaka with (local) clay (called Gopicandana) has
been applied at Dvaraka, should certainly be known to be a living-
liberated soul. The greatness of holy bath taken at Dviraka cannot be
(adequately) described by me. To those who have dedicated their minds
to Govinda, it ts the brilliant Sun of merit. Beyond that is Bhigirathi
which flows close to Vindhya (?) (Vindhyavasini Devi?). Ten times
more merit than it comes from Tirtharaja (Prayaga) here.

When ten thousand years of Kali Age pass by, Visnu will forsake
the earth. With regard to the waters of Jahnavi the period is half of that
and that 01 the groups of Devas is half of that again. As long as Ganga
remains, all the Tirthas too remain. In their own respective places,
they dispel the sins of men only till then.

40-43. ‘When Ganga itself has passed off, who will dispel their
sins?’ Thinking thus the excellent Tirthas will go beneath the surface
of the earth. -

Hence, O ye all eminent sages, let holy rites be performed as long
as Ganga abides. Thereafter enter deep ecstatic meditation and be
submerged within the earth till the advent of Krta Yuga. Otherwise a
man of good intellect is likely to drop off and get polluted on account
of Kali Age.

More excellent than that is Ka$i that has no destruction. It i1s with
its support that Ganga too dispels all the sins.

44. There is no destruction of Kasi even if Brahma passes away.
It is to have a sight of Ka$7 that Ganga began to flow on the North.
In Ganga, the Tirtha called Paficanada (Paficaganga at Varinasi) is
well-known.

45-49. When the month of Karttika arrives, those Pitrs who have
fallen into Raurava hell, begin to shout, “Will there be some fortunate
one in our family who will go to the splendid Paiicanada and perform
water libation unto us? Thereby we shall be taken across the ocean of
hell.”

At the advent of the manth of Karttika Tirthardja (Praydga) and
other Tirthas go to Paficagangi for their holy bath. There is no doubt

about it. ~
Even if a hundred thousand sins have been committed, they all become
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destroyed instantaneously by taking holy bath in Paficanada, the splen-
did Tirtha, and by worshipping Bindumadhava.

If people take their holy bath in the splendid Tirtha Paificanada, the
merit thereof shall be crores of times that of the holy bath in all the
Tirthas.

&

Brahma said:

50. If in the month of Karttika a person wishes to take his holy
bath in Kidveri, he will be liberated from all sins by that itself and he
will attain Sdyujya with (i.e. absorption into) Visnu.

51-53. Who can (adequately) recount the excellent greatness of
Kaveri?

In this connegtion I shall describe unto you the ancient legend about
Kaveri, O Brihmana, listen attentively.

Ganga born of the lotus-like feet of Visnu is on the northern bank
of Gautami. It is worshipped by all the worlds. It is destructive of all
the sins of the three worlds. Once she became suspicious about her
being sinful and thought thus:

54-57. ‘All the people come to me and leave their sins in me.
How can those sins be dispelled?’

With this thought worrying her, she went to Kailasa in order to ask
Bhava (Siva), the lover of the Daughter of the Mountain. After meeting
Mahirudra there the (river) born of the feet of Hari submitted:

Gangi said:

O Maharudra, obeisance to you. It is to ask you (something) that
I have come here. All the people come to me and discharge their sins
in me. It is impossible for me to bear those sins, O Lord of Parvati.
Tell me the means whereby those sins do not beset me.

58-61.  On hearing these words of Ganga Parame§vara (Siva) replied:

“It was to dispel sins that at the outset you appeared from the lotus-
like feet of Padmanabha, O gentle lady who are worried and distressed.
The overlordship for destroying sins has been allotted to you by Visnu.
Still I shall tell you the means of dispelling sins polluting you. Kiveri,
the most excellent river, the divine daughter of Kavi(?), is the most
excellent among all due to the power of (given by) Hari. She has the
power to dispel all the sins in her.

62. One who takes his holy bath in Kaveri in the month of Karttika,
shall be rid of all sins. He goes to the highest region of Visnu.
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63. Hence, O gentle lady, go to that (river). You will be liberated
from sins.”

On being advised thus, Ganga went to Kiveri, the dispeller of sins.

64. Merely by touching its waters in Karttika, Ganga, born of
feet of Visnu, became rid of all sins and went to her own abode.

65-66. Every year in the month of Karttika Gangi comes to Kaveri,
the sanctifier of the three worlds, the dispeller of sins, in order to take
bath with great devotion. Merely by touching her waters in Karttika
Ganga, born of the feet of Visnu, became rid of all sins and went to
her own abode.

67-68. Hence holy bath in the month of Tuld (i.e. Kirttika) is
praised by learned men. O sage, he who devoutly takes bath in Kdveri
in the month of Tula, becomes immediately liberated from sins and
attains the greatest goal. Hence holy bath in Kiveri in the month of
Karttika is commended.

69. He who is devoutly engaged in Karttikavrata obtains the merit
of holy bath in Kavert and then the greatest goal after hearing this
legendary narrative.

70-71.  The holy bath taken when a part of the night still remains,
is the most excellent one. It causes satisfaction to Visnu. It is of mud-
dling merit, if the bath is taken after sunrise but before the setting of
the constellation Krttika. It can be the holy bath (in the proper sense)
(pertaining to Karttika) only when taken in the stipulated time.
Otherwise it is not so. The bath should be taken by women after re-
ceiving per:mission from their husbands.

72-73. Even a holy rite, if done without husband’s permission,
will cause harm to him. Women have no holy rite to be done after
forsaking their husbands. Even if she commits a thousand sins, a woman
is still virtuous and holy if she carries out the behest of her husband.
This position she cannot attain by means of Vratas etc. alone.

74. Even if the husband is poor, fallen. foolish or wretched, he
is the refuge unto his wife. By abandoning him a woman falls into hell.

75. O dear one, there is slackness among men in Kali Age in
regard to taking a bath. Still I shall tell you about the holy bath during
the months of Kiarttika and Migha.

76. One who has perfect restraint of speech and mind. who has
good control over hands and feet and who possesses learning, penance
and renown, has the benefit from a Tirtha.

77. _ The following five do not benefit from Tirthas: One who has
no faith;-one of sinful soul, an atheist. a man of unbalanced mind and
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heart and one who enters into (unnecessary) disputation.

78. A Brihmana who gets up early in the morning and regularly
takes his holy bath, shall be rid of all sins. He attains the Supreme
Brahman.

79. Holy bath has been mentioned by learned men conversant
with the same (procedure of bath) to be of four types, viz. Vayavya,
Viaruna, Divya and Brahma.'

80. The Vayavya bath is the bath with the dust particles of a
cow. The Varuna is the bath in oceans etc. The Brahma bath is the
bath to the accompaniment of the Mantras from the Brahmana portion
of the Vedas. The Divya bath is one with rain water or the sun’s rays.

81. Of all the types of bath, the Varuna type is the best. Brahmanas,
Ksatriyas and VaiSyas should take the holy bath repeating the Mantras.

82-83. The bath prescribed for a Stidra or women is one (to be)
taken silently. A girl, a youthful woman, an old wornan, a man or a
woman or a eunuch—all these are rid of all sins by means of holy baths
in the months of Karttika and Magha.

People who take holy baths in the month of Karttika attain the
desired result.

84-85. In the excellent Tirtha of Puskara formerly, by the contact
of (the cow) Nanda, (King) Prabhaiijana became liberated from the
birth as a tiger. By the words of Nanda he attained the greatest (Brah-
man) in the Karttika month.2

Thus the procedure of taking the holy bath has been recounted. What
else do you wish to hear?

CHAPTER FIVE

The Daily Routine of Duties in Karttika

Narada said:
.  When should the bath be taken? How should one stay through-

1.  VV 79-8} explain four types of bath.

2. The Comm. states how king Prabhafijana was cursed by a female deer
to be a tiger as he shot an arrow at her while she was feeding her young one.
By way of redemption she told him that while at Puskara he will attack a cow
Nanda feeding her calf. He was dissuaded by her. He got redemption by perform-
ing bath at Pugkara in Kirttika.

3. The daily routine of a Hindu is regulated fairly strictly. Works like Ahnika-
Prakiia, Ahnika-Tattva elaborate the details. Also vide HD I, i, 643 ff.
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out the day? O Pitamaha, recount the Ahnika' (daily round of religious
duties) in particular (during Kirttika).

Brahma said:

2. A person observing Vratas should always get up when a quar-
ter of the night is still left. He should eulogize Visnu with hymns
(known as Pratahsmarana) and then think about the daily round of duties.

3-10. The man should answer calls of nature' in the south-west
corner of the village in accordance with the injunctions. He should
place the sacred thread round right ear. (In the day time) he should sit
facing the North and at night he should sit facing the South while
passing urine or faeces. The ecarth should be covered with grasses before
passing urine or discharging faeces. The head should be covered with
a cloth. The mouth should be covered with cloth. He should sit there
alone with a water pot by his side. After the evacuation of the bowels.
he should go near the pot and perform cleansing rite with clay till the
foul smell and the stickiness is removed. One part of clay shall be
applied to the penis, then three parts to the left hand, then two parts
of clay to each of the two hands. This rule is applicable to the cleans-
ing rite after urination.

Listen to the cleansing rite after discharging faecal matter. Five or
seven parts of clay to the anus, ten parts to the left hand, then seven
parts to each of the hands, three parts of clay to the feet. This is the
cleansing rite in the case of a householder.

In the case of a Brahmacari (religious student), it should be doubled,
in the case of a Vinaprastha (forest-dweller) it should be trebled and
in the case of ascetics (Yatis) it shall be quadrupled.

This rule is applicable for the day time. During the nights half the
number should be followed. In the case of a wayfarer it may be halved.
In the case of women and Siidras it should be further halved.

All the holy rites of one without the cleansing rite are futile.

11-15.  Then the devotee should scrupulously perform the cleans-
ing rite of the teeth and the tongue.? *O tree, grant me longevity.
strength, fame, refulgence, progeny, animals and wealth, Vedic know|-
edge, intelligence, insight etc.” (After repeating the above) he should
cut off a twig, twleve Angulas long, to be used as a toothbrush.

1. VV 3-10 contain instruction regarding morning duties (evacuation of vowels

etc.). o
2. VV.11-15. Rules regarding cleansing of teeth.
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The twig should not be cut off from a tree exuding milky fluid. (Nor)
the twig of a cotton tree or a thorny tree or a burnt tree (should be
used). The toothbrush twig must have a good smell. It must be soft too.
Toothbrush should not be used during the sixth or ninth lunar day and
on the following days: days of fast, Sraddha or eclipse, Sundays, the
first lunar day and new-moon day. When toothbrush is forbidden the
devotee shall gargle twelve times.

16-18. After cleaning the teeth duly, he should wash the face
with water.! He should then apply the sacred mark on the forehead
vertically after performing the Acamana rite. He should then light
beacon lamps on poles in a temple, on the banks of a river and the
highway in particular. There must be a lamp near the Tulas1 plant also.
Taking the materials of worship, he should go to a temple of his favourite
deity. Then the intelligent devotee should perform the worship and
then sing and dance.

19.  After reciting the names (before the deity) of Visnu, he should
perform the Nirdjana rite (waving lamps before the deity) for-Han.
When there is yet a period of Nididvaya (48 minutes) left for dawning,
the devotee should go to a water-reservoir (bathing place).

20.  There, in accordance with the injunctions laid down, the person
who has undertaken the Karttikavrata should take his holy bath. After
squeezing the water out of his clothes, he should apply the sacred mark
(of Urdhvapundra) on the forehead.

21.  Thereafter, he should perform Sandhya prayers in accordance
with the Siitra followed by him. After that, till sunrise, he should perform
Japa of the Goddess Giyatri.

22. What has been mentioned before is the duty for the remain-
ing period of the night. Now the duty for the day time is being de-
scribed. When those rites are performed, all the Karttika Vratas shall
be fruitful.

23. Then towards the end of the morning Sandhya prayer he
should recite the Thousand Names of Visnu and other texts. He should
then go to the temple and begin the worship once again.

24. In the activities such as dance, singing songs etc. (before the
deity), he should spend one Prahara (three hours). Then for half a Yama,
he shall listen to the Puridnas devotedly.

25-26.  After honouring the reader of the Purdnas, worshipping the

I. VV 16-28 describe the duties up to the time of taking meals. They include
the ritual of bath, Sandhya prayer, singing and dancing before God, performance of
Vaifvadeva and feeding a Brahmin guest (atithi).
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Tulast plant and saying midday religious prayers, the devotee should
take his food shunning leguminous grains.

Offerings to deities should be made. Vaisvadeva rite should be per-
formed and the guests duly fed. One who takes his food after all these
rites consumes (as if) nectar.

27. Brahmanas should be fed in accordance with one’s capacity
everyday or on important Parvan days. Havisya (rice cooked with ghee)
should be eaten. Amisa (meat and other forbidden foodstuffs) should be
avoided.

28. In order to purify the mouth, he shall chew Tulasi leaves
along with Tirtha water. The remaining part of the day should be spent
in doing worldly business (work for self-sustenance and livelihood).

29. In the evening he should again go to a temple of Visnu. After
saying Sandhya prayers he should light lamps in accordance with his
capacity.

30. After bowing down to Visnu and performing the splendid Nirdjana
rite for Hari, he should recite hymns etc. and keep awake for the first
yama (three hours).

31. When the first ydma is over, the wise devotee should go to
sleep. He should maintain celibacy by approaching his wife only on
stipulated nights.

32. If the wife desires, he should satisfy her sexual urge. There-
by he does not become a sinner. Doing thus everyday, he should spend
the whole month in accordance with the injunction.

33-34. He who observes the great Vrata thus in the month of
Kirttika, shall get rid of all sins. He goes to the world of Visnu. There
is no other Vrata except Karttikavrata, that dispels diseases, destroys
sins, gives good intellect and nature, is conducive to the acquisition
of sons, wealth etc., that is the cause of salvation and that which Visnu
likes well. There is no other such Vrata on the earth.

CHAPTER SIX

Directions for Karttikavrata

Brahma said:

1. Listen, O Narada, I shall mention (the details about) the great
Karttikavrata, on hearing which you will be absolved of all sins and

attain salvation.
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2-7. At the advent of the Karttika month one should avoid all
prohibited things. Anointing the body with oil, consuming oil, partak-
ing of other people’s food, fruits with many seeds, leguminous grains
etc. should be avoided in the month of Karttika. There is no doubt
about this.

One who observes the Karttikavrata shall avoid pot-gourd, turnip,
brinjal, Solanum indicum linn (known as Dorle in Marathi), stale cooked
food, burnt rice or parched grain, Masiiri variety of pulse, taking food
twice, liquor, taking food from other people, taking food in a bell-
inetal vessel, Unguis doratus, Masiira pulse, mushroom gruel, foul-smelling
substances, group-food, food offered by courtesans, food offered by village
sacrificer (offerer of sacrifices or conductor of ceremonies for every
villager—even of the undeserving one), food offered by Stdras or con-
taminated by Siidras, food polluted on account of recent child-birth,
food from Sriaddha, food offered during domestic festivals, viz. consum-
mation of marriage, post-natal rites and naming ceremony, the Slesmantaka
fruit (Cordia latifolia, called Bhokar in Marathi).

8. The devotee should not take food on forbidden leaves. In the
holy Tirtha Puskara the devotee should never take food on the (leaves
of) following trees: Madhu (a sort of citron), trumpet tree, plantain
tree, jujube tree, Plaksa (Ficus infectoria) and Makiitika(?)

9. In the month of Kirttika one who takes Vanabhojana (food
beneath the Emblica officinalis tree in a garden) goes to the great
world of the discus-bearing Lord Visnu.

10. Bath should be taken early in the morning and Hari should
be worshipped. O sage, listening to the story (of the Lord) in the month
of Karttika is praiseworthy.

|1.  Gopicandana (soft white clay found near Dviraka) should be
gifted. Cows should be given to Brahmanas well-versed in the Vedas
in the month of Karttika. Thereby one attains salvation.

12-13.  Gifts of plantain fruits, the fruits of Emblica officinalis,
garments to a Brahmana distressed due to cold, gift of vegetables etc.
and particularly of cooked food and the gifts of Sdlagrama (with a
Cakra within) to a Braihmana—all these are to be made.

14. He who gives uncooked food along with ghee and milk-pud-
ding to a Pauriinika (i.e. one who reads the Purdnas) attains great riches
as through feeding a hundred Brihmanas.

1S. One who worships the Lover of Kamala (goddess of fortune)
with lotus-flowers acquires merit. There is no doubt about it.

16. One who devoutly offers a Tulasi leaf to Visnu in the month
of Karttika, becomes liberated from worldly existence and goes to the



ILiv.6.17-3]1 75

great region of Visnu.

17. One who worships the Garuda-emblemed Lord with Ketaki
flowers, is worshipped for a thousand births.

18. If a person makes a gift of a conch marked with discus, his
sins perish merecly by means of that gift. There is no doubt about this.,

19. If a person regularly- reads the Gitad in the month of Kirttika
which Visnu likes well, it is not possible to recount the fruit of his
merit even in hundreds of years.

20. He who regularly listens to Sritnad Bhigavata, becomes lib-
erated from all sins and attains the greatest bliss.

21. He who observes fast on the eleventh lunar day, abstaining
from all types of food, is hiberated from the sins committed in the
previous birth. There is no doubt about it.

22. By taking in the Naivedya of Salagrima (i.e. eatables of-
fered to Sﬁlagrﬁma). one shall attain the fruit of crores of Yajiias. If
one takes in the Naivedya of any other deity he should perform the
expiatory rite of Candrayana.

23. A man who rings the bell at the time of the worship of the
Lord, gives greatest satisfaction to Hari. There is no doubt about it.

24. One who abstains from (taking in) other people’s food in the
month of Karttika for the propitiation of Visnu, secures the greatest
satisfaction of Damodara.

25. If a person devoutly worships a guest who comes to his house
at the proper time and who is tired due to continuous walking along
the path, that holy rite 1s conducive to the destruction of thousands of
births.

26. Those foolish persons who revile noble-souled Vaisnavas, fall
into the hell named Maharaurava along with their manes.

27. If a person sees Brahmanas devoted to the Lord but does not
meet them eagerly (and does not honour them) by approaching them,
Hari does not accept his worship for a period of twelve years.

28.  After hearing someone who speaks ill of the Lord and of the
people devoted to him, if a person does not go away from that place,
he is also not a favourite of Lord Hari.

29. If a person circumambulates Kesava in Karttika, he obtains
the fruit of a horse-sacrifice for every step. There is no doubt about it.

30. If a person prostrates in front of Ke§ava like a long rod in the
month of Karttika, he secures the fruit of Rdjasiiyas and horse-sacri-

fices. There is no doubt about it.
31. - Otiger among Brihmanas, if a person feeds (his) family with
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great devotion, his merit is infinite.

32. If a man commits adultery in the month of Karttika, it is
impossible to say where (and when) his sins will come to an end.

33. If the sectarian mark made on the forehead with clay of
Tulas? is seen in a person, even Yama dares not to look at him, what
to speak of his Messengers!

34. A green leaf, or a bit of salt or whatever one has, should be
gifted away in the month of Karttika for the sake of the propitiation
of the Lord having the Sarnga bow.

35. These are the various pious activities. They are pleasing to
Visnu when performed in the month of Karttika. One shall perform
these rites which cause satisfaction to the Lord. One should do them
in accordance with one’s capacity.

36. For the purpose of propitiating Hari one has to abandon cer-
tain objects one may like much. At the end of the month they must be
given to an excellent Brahmana for the sake of the completion of the
Vrata.

37. On one side there are all the Vratas (holy rites) and on the
other side there is Satyavrata (the holy vow of truthfulness) alone.
Therefore one should always endeavour by all means to speak the truth.

38. In regard to other holy rites, entitlement to perform them is
subject to family and caste distinctions. But in regard to the holy rites
of the Kirttika Vrata, all the people are eaually entitled.

39. If the rite of Gograsa (offering a morsel of grass or food to
a cow as an ancillary to an expiatory rite) is performed by people in
the month of Karttika, even Pitimaha (God Brahma) is incapable of
recounting the fruit of their merit.

40. If, in the month of Karttika, anyone sweeps the temple of
Visnu in the morning, his abode in Vaikuntha is firmly ensured.

41. If a person gifts away plenty of firewood and timber for the
purposes of holy rites, his merit does not perish even in the course of
hundreds of crores of Kalpas.

42. If a person plasters or whitewashes the temple of Visnu in
Karttika or paints pictures on the walls, he rejoices in the presence of
Visnu.

43. If taxes are levied on temples or holy Tirthas by vicious
kings and if some people come forward and pay them off, their merit
is eternal.

44. If, in the month of Kirttika a Brihmana performs the Japa
of Satarudri (or repeats the Rudrf Mantra a hundred times) in the pres-
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ence of Gabhasti§vara', he achieves the Siddhi of Mantras.

45-47. At Varanasi the devotees should stay for three years and
perform Karttikavrata along with the ancillary rites and observances.
They should perform it with great devotion. They will enjoy the fruit
thereof in this very world directly. such as affluence, progeny, fame,
pious mind and activities.

They should avoid garlic, meat, beds, Sraga (a kind of medicinal
plant called Jivaka). Sauviraka (jujube fruit), Rajika (grains of Senapis
ramosa) and articles causing madness. They shall eschew beaten rice.

48. The devotee observing Karttikavrata should avoid Dhatriphala
(Emblica officinalis) on Sundays. He should not go to alien lands except
to the holy places (in them).

49. One who observes Karttikavrata should avoid derogatory re-
marks about Devas, Vedas, Brahmanas, preceptors, cows, those who
observe Vratas, women, kings and great men.

50. On the Naraka Caturda$i day (fourteenth lunar day) the devo-
tee may take oil bath. He should avoid oil bath on other days in the
month of Karttika. He should avoid radish, pumpkin, lotus stalk, the
wood-apple.

51. The person who observes the Vrata shall not speak to a woman
in her menses, to a Siidra, a barbarian, a fallen fellow, a person who
does not perform Vratas, those who hate Brahmanas, and those who are
exciuded from the Vedas.

52. A person who performs this Vrata should not eat what is seen
by these people or by crows, food polluted on account of recent child-
birth, what is twice cooked and burned (parched) grain.

53-55a. Beginning with the first lunar day the devotee should avoid
the following things in due order everyday: pumpkin, egg fruit, Taruni(?),
radish, Bilva fruit, Kalinga?(?), Dhatriphala ( Emblica officinalis), co-
conut, pot-gourd, snake-gourd, brinjal, Khurja fruit, Cavali(?) (probably
a kind of pulse (cf Marathi Cavali), basil plant as cooked vegetable.

55b-56. In this manner in Magha too the devotee should maintain
the various pious observances.

Even the four-faced Lord Brahma is not capable of recounting the
merit of a person observing Kirttikavrata in the manner it has been

laid down.

1. A holy shrine at Viranasi.
2. Several plants such as Wrightia antidysenteria are given in the dictionary

but the specific fruit implied here is not clear.
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CHAPTER SEVEN
Special Efficacy of the Gift of Lamps

Ndrada said:

1. O Lord, I am one who has fulfilled his objectives by resorting
to your feet. There is nothing to be heard further by me, O excellent
Deva.

2.  Still, O Lord, there is something lurking in my heart that remains
to be asked. I am not yet fully satisfied by drinking the nectar of your
speech.

3. O Lord, I wish to hear the special efficacy of gifting lamps.
O Four-faced Lord, tell me who they were, by whom this gift was made
formerly.

Brahma said:

4. A devotee should take bath early in the morning. Remaining
pure in body and mind, he should offer the lamp assiduously. Thereby
sins shall perish like darkness at the rise of the sun.

5. Whatever sin has been committed by a man or a woman ever
since birth, shall perish by gifting lamps in the month of Karttika.

6. In this connection I shall describe to you a legendary story. By
listening to it it destroys all sins. It yields the merit of the gift of
lamps.

7. Formerly, in the land of Dravidas there was a Brahmana named
Buddha. His wife was a vicious woman engaged in immoral conduct,

O sage. .
8-12. Asanill consequence of his contact with her, his life shortened

and he died. Even when the husband was dead, the wife continued to
be engaged all the more in misdemeanour. She was never ashamed
even of the ill-repute of hers in the world. Having no sons or kinsmen,
she used to have her meals by way of alms received. She never had
any opportunity to take consecrated food. She regularly ate stale food.
She was addicted to food cooked by others. She never undertook pil-
grimage etc. She never listened to the holy narratives and legends. O
Brihmana.

Once, a certain learned Brihmana named Kautsa who was devoutly
engaged in pilgrimage to sacred places, came to her house. On seeing
that unchaste woman engaged in improper conduct, the excellent Brihmana
Sage became furious. With his eyes red (with anger) he spoke to her :
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Kutsa said’

13-15. O foolish woman, | am going to tell you something now.
Listen attentively to my words. O woman running errands' Why do you
nourish this body (of yours) constituted of five elements, which is filled
with putrid blood and is the cause of misery? This body is like a bubble
of water. It will certainly perish. Depending upon this transient body,
you consider it permanent in your heart.

16.  Therefore, O stupid woman, eschew your internal delusion
and begin to think. Remember the Lord who is the most excellent of
all. Do listen to holy books respectfully.

7.  When the month of Karttika comes. perform the rites of holy
bath, charitable gift etc. In order to propitiate Dimodara make the gift
of lamps.

18-20.  You should have a hundred thousand wicks etc. and a hundred
thousand lotuses etc. ready. In the month of Kirttika, circumambulate
the Lord and make obeisance to him.

Perform the rites of observing and conducting the Vrata with devo-
tion. This Vrata is for all women with or without husbands.

It suppresses all sins. It destroys all calamities. There during the
month of Karttika, let an excellent lamp be gifted.

21. Lamp is a cause of delight to Hari certainly in the month of
Karttika. Even a person who has committed great sins becomes liber-
ated through the gift of lamps (or lighting of lamps).

22-28. Formerly there was a good Brahmana named Harikara.
That Brahmana became sinful and attached to sensual objects. He
always visited prostitutes. He squandered the wealth of his father. He
was an axe as it were in cutting down his own family. Once, O widow,
much wealth of his father was lost by him in gambling because of his
association with wicked people. Therefore he became grief-stricken.

Once he came into contact with some saintly people who were engaged
in pilgrimage to holy places. In the course of pilgrimage, O dear one,
that highly sinful Brahmana came to Ayodhya.

In the month of Karttika he reached the house of a very prosperous
Brahmana. Always under the pretext of gambling(?), a lamp was
immediately lighted in front of Hari by him. Thereafter, the Brahmana,
in course of time, became dead and attained salvation.

Though he was a perpetrator of great sins, he sought and got refuge
in Hari. Hence, you too make gifts of lamps and light lamps in the
month of Karttika. Similarly make other charitable gifts too with great

devotion.
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Having commanded her thus, Kutsa, the Brihmana, went to another
house.

29. That (woman) repented after hearing the words of Kutsa. She
resolved to perform the holy rites in the month of Karttika.

30. In the course of the entire month of Karttika, she took bath
in (cool) water at the time of sunrise and also observed the Vrata of
lighting lamps.

31-32. When her span of life was over, she died after some time.
Though she had committed great sins, that woman went along the path
of heaven due to the great efficacy of lighting of lamps. In due course
she attained salvation too. Hence, O Niarada, who can (adequately)
recount the efficacy of offering lamps?

33-35.  Gift of lamps and lighting of lamps in the month of Karttika
yields exceedingly meritorious fruits.

He who strictly adheres to the Karttikavrata, he who lights lamps,
shall attain salvation on hearing this legendary narrative of lighting of
lamps.

Who can (adequately) recount the efficacy of the lighting of lamps?

Now, O Narada, listen to the efficacy of lighting other people’s
lamps.!

36-38. If one has no capacity (to light lamps), one can lighten
other people’s lamps. He who does so also attains the benefit. There
is no doubt about this.

He who offers wicks, oil, vessels, etc. for the lamps or he who
(physically) renders help to those who offer excellent lamps, attains
salvation. There is no doubt about this. Who can (adequately) describe

the efficacy of lighting lamps in Karttika.

39. If there is no capacity in oneself one should lighten other
people’s lamps. He too obtains the benefit thereof. There is no doubt
about it.

40. There was a courtesan named Indumati.2 By brightening other’s
lamp in her house, a mouse attained salvation difficult to achieve.

41. Hence by all means one shall brighten the lamps of others.
Thereby one should attain salvation like the mouse (in the courtesan’s

house) undoubtedly.

1. VV 35 ff describe the efficacy of brightening other people’s lamps in Kiirttika,

2. Sdroddhira tells us how a female mouse happened to brighten the lamp in
Indumati's house while the mouse drank up the oil in the lamp and happened to
circumambulate the god unintentionally and thereby got salvation.
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42. O sage, if the benefit of brightening other people’s lamps is
like this, by whom can the greatness of directly gifting lamps be de-
scribed?

Narada said:

43. The great efficacy of offering lamps in Karttika has been
heard by me. The greatness of lightening other people’s lamps also has
been heard. Now, I wish to hear about the greatness of Vyomadipa'
(beacon lights on poles).

Brahma said:

44.  Lasten, O son, with concentration to the greatness of beacon
lights. Merely by listening to it one will be inclined to offer lamps.

45. I shall describe the merit of that person who is devoted to
taking bath in early morning on the advent of the month of Kirttika
and who offers beacon lights on poles.

46. He will become the overlord of all the worlds and be en-
dowed with all types of riches. He will enjoy happiness in this world
and attain salvation in the end.

47. After the holy bath and (offering) charitable gifts and other
rites, the beacon should be lighted on the top of the temple of Hari for
the whole of the month of Karttika. On the full-moon day, in the month
of Karttika, it should be ceremoniously discharged in accordance with
injunctions.

48. He who lights beacons in the month of Karttika in accor-
dance with the injunctions will never return (to sarhsdra) even in the
course of hundreds and crores of Kalpas.

49. In this connection I shall describe unto you an ancient leg-
end, merely by listening to which one shall get the benefit of lighting
the beacon.

50-51. Formerly there was a fowler named Nisthura. He was a
thorn unto the world. He was like another god of death. He lived on
the banks of Yamund. He used to wander over the forests, kill all
animals and sustain himself. Wielding a bow he used to harass way-
farers by robbing them.

52-53. Once in the month of Karttika, O sage, the fowler went
to a certain village for the purpose of stealing. At that time the king

1. VV 441f describe the importance of Vyomadipa (beacon lights on poles).
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in the city of Vidarbha was Sukrti by name. At the instance of a Brihmana
named Candra Sarma, the intelligent king lighted a beacon on top of
the temple of Hari.

54-56.  After offering the light the king listened to the sacred
story at night with great devotion. At that time itself (the fowler) came
there for the purpose of stealing. He stood for a moment gazing at the
beacon offered by the king.

At that time a vulture came there, swiftly snatched the pot of oil
along with the lamp, carried the same in its beak and then perched
itself on the top of a tree.

57. That kingly bird drank up the oil and placed the lamp on the
top of the tree and rested itself there for a moment.

58. At that time a cat came there by chance. In order to catch
the excellent bird, it climbed up the tree where the bird was perching.

59-62. Seeing the lamp in front of him, the cat paused for a short
while. At that time Candra Sarma was expounding the efficacy of
beacon lights to the king named Sukrti. The bird and the cat heard
those words. The cat then (tried tc) catch the bird that was perched on
another branch. Due to the defect of being unsteady (by nature) both
of them fell on a rock from the tree as if urged by fate. The bird and
the cat got their bodies smashed on the ground and both of them died.
They got divine bodies. Riding in an aerial chariot, they went to heaven.

63-70a. The fowler who had come for stealing saw everything.
With his vicious intention vanished, he went to the sage who was
expounding the narrative. Addressing Candra Sarman, he spoke these
words:

“O Candra Sarman, the fascinating beacon offered by king Sukrti
has been seen by me who had come here for the purpose of stealing
something.

At that time, by chance, a certain bird took off the pot and drank
away the oil. Thereafter, it placed that fascinating pot along with the
lamp on the top of a tree and stayed there for a short while.

A certain cat came there in order to seize the big bird. Urged by
fate as it were, they resorted to two (different) branches.

They heard for a moment the story that was being narrated by you.
Afterwards, on account of the defect of his own fickle-mindedness, the
cat seized the bird.

Both of them fell down and died instantaneously. Both assumed
divine forms and seated in an aerial chariot, they went to heaven. On
seeing this wonderful thing 1 have come here to ask you:
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70b-78a.  Who were those, the cat and the bird, formerly? O Brahmana,
tell it. How did they come to be born as lower animals? By which holy
act were they released?”

On hearing these words of the fowler, Candra Sarma said then:

“Listen, O fowler, I shall presently speak in details. This cat was
formerly a Brihmana, born of Srivatsa Gotra. He was called Devagarma.
He used to steal temple properties. He got the post of the worshipping
priest of Ahcbala Nrsimha.'

He used to steal the oil, money and materials that came to the
temple and used to maintain his family thereby.

He spent the whole of his life thus and ultimately met with his
death. On account of that great sin he fell into the following hells one
by one: Mahiaraurava, Raurava, Nirucchvisa and Asipatravana. He was
chopped by the huge-bodied terrible messengers of Yama. After expe-
riencing all these tortures, he became a Brahmaraksasa. Then he was
born as a dog. Thereafter, due to his evil Karmas, he became a Candala.
After taking a hundred such births, he became a cat on the earth.

78b. Now by a lucky chance, he has listened to the efficacy of
beacon lights. He has been rid of all sins and he has gone to the place
of Hari.

79-83.  This vulture was formerly a Brahmana in Mithila, well-
versed in the Vedas. He was well-known by the name Saryiti in the
world. He was a great lord.

He had association with women servants and courtesans. Due to
that great sin, when he died, he fell into the exceedingly terrible hell
Kumbhipaka and stayed there for four Yugas. With the residue of his
Karmas, he was born as a vulture.

Urged by his own fate, the vulture came here for drinking the oil,
After having offered a beacon (?) and after having heard the story of
Hari, he was also absolved of all his sins and went to the place of Hari.

84-85. Thus, O fowler, everything has been recounted to you. Return
happily.”

On hearing his words the hunter went back to his abode. He ob-
served the Akasa Dipa Vrata in accordance with the injunctions, O
sage. He spent the remaining part of his life there and went to Hari’s

abode.

1. A famous sacred place of Nysithha to the east of Cuddapah in SirvelTaluka
in Karnool District (Tamil Nadu). The temple is on a hill. It was visited by Sankaricirya

and Caitanya Mahiprabhu. (De 3)
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86. The great king Sunanda (Sukrti) became wonder-struck. In
accordance with the injunctions, he did everything for a month under
the guidance of Candra Sarmi.

87-92. In the month of Karttika, the king took his early moming
bath. With purity of body and mind, he worshipped Janardana with
tender Tulasi leaves. At night the king offered beacon lights with this
Mantra: “After making my obeisance to DAmodara, the universal and
Cosmic-formed Lord, I offer the beacon light which Hari likes much.
O Lord of Devas, make it (this Vrata) devoid of obstacles till the
month is over. O Lord of Devas, let my devotion to you increase by
performance of this Vrata.”

By means of this Mantra, the king made the offering of the light.
Again in the BrAhma Mubhiirta (the hour before dawn) he offered beacon
light. Visnu’s worship was performed, O dear one, and he took his early
morning bath. '

After performing the rites for Utsarga (concluding rite of the Vrata)
he again offered a beacon. After feeding the Brahmanas, he dedicated
the Vrata to Visnu.

93-96. O excellent sage, by the power of that merit the king en-
joyed for a hundred thousand years enchanting pleasures along with his
kinsmen, sons, grandsons and his wife.

At the end, O excellent Brihmana. O sage, he got into a charming
aerial chariot along with his womenfolk and went along the path to
salvation.

In the world of Visnu, he assumed the form of Visnu with four arms.
He had yellow garments. He held the conch, the discus and the iron
club. He was always called Visnu by the immortal ones. There the
lofty-minded king sported as he pleased. ‘

97. Hence, after attaining human birth which is rarely to be achieved,
one should offer the beacon light in the month of Kiarttika in accor-
dance with the injunction. It is a thing which Hari likes.

98. Those men who offer beacon lights for the propitiation of
Hari in the month of Kirttika, O eminent sage, never see Lord Yama
having exceedingly cruel face.

99. Henceforth, I shall recount another (instance of) the efficacy
of the beacon light. It was narrated formerly by Vilakhilyas. Lnsten to
that, O excellent Brihmana.
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Valakhilyas' said:

100-102a.  (Defective Text) May the excellent sages perform the
rite of Akasadipa (beacon light on the top of a pole) either in the month
of Vai§dkha or in Karttika according to the calendar which begins the
month with the dark half (Pidrpimdnta-masa calendar), from the begin-
ning of the month previous to Kiarttika i.e. A§vina (i.e. from the full-
moon day of A§vina). |

In the month of Tula, the devotee should offer beacon lights on poles
with gingelly oil at dusk. He who offers this continuously for a month
to the Lord of Sri accompanied by $ri, is never separated from glory
and prosperity.

102b-103. A pole of twenty hastas (in length i.e. height) is the
excellent one for beacon light,? one of nine Hastas is the middling one
and one of five Hastas is the lowest one. It shall be so fixed that the
light is seen by the people standing far off.

104-105. The offering of light in lanterns of mica or glass is
specially recommended. There must be a flag, the length of which is
a ninth of the pole.

Above it a bunch of peacock feathers or a pot should be placed. This
lamp causes delight to Visnu. It uplifts the Pitrs.

106-107. The lamp should be offered on the eleventh day or on
the full-moon day when the Sun is in Libra. To Ddmodara the lamp is
offered in Srivana. In the month of Tuld, the lamp is offered (to Visnu)
along with Laksmi: “I am offering you the light. Obeisance to Ananta,
to Vedhas.”

There is nothing else like the beacon light on the pole which uplifts
and redeems the Pitrs.

108. Helika® had two sons. One of them became a ghost. But by
the merit of offering a beacon light he attained salvation difficult to
achieve.

\. Vilakhilyas. A class of (60,000) thumb-sized sages attending the Sun’s Chariot.
They were born of Kratu, son of god Brahmi. (Mbh, Adi 66.4-9. Anusdsana 141.99-
102; 142.33 )

2. VV 102-105 describe the details of the beacon light (Aka<a-dipa).

1. SKS gives the following details of this story: Helika, a Brahmin in the
Vindhya mountain, had two sons—Citrabhinu and Manojava. They became vicious
and ultimately resorted to forest. A Bheel girl named NaninT kept them in her house
where they saw Nananioffer Akd<a-dipa for her deceased father. Manojava died but
his sentence in Tamisra hell was exonerated dudio his help m Akifa-dipa and
became a Piflica. He possessed Nanint but Citrabhiinu took her to Vardnasi where
due to Akica-dipa-dina, Manojava was absolved and he waxs born as a son of

Naninl. The three stayed at Virdigast and got salvation.
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109-111. The following Mantra should be recited: “Obeisance to
the manes, to the ghosts. Bow to Dharma, to Visnu. Salute to Yama,
to Rudra. Obeisance to the Lord of the forest.”

Those men who repeat this Mantra and offer to the Manes beacon
light on the poles, attain the excellent goal. Even those who have gone
to hells attain this excellent goal.

Thus the offering of light has been described to you.

One should offer beacon lights for the purpose of getting fortune and
good progeny.

112-116.  This Nirdjanavidhi (procedure of offering and waving
lights) is to be done in the dark half of Karttika month for five days
beginning with the twelfth day, in the earlier part of the night.

There must be special arrangement for the lights in the temples of
Brahma, Visnu, Siva etc. and the following places: tops of grain stores,
pavilions (for sacrificial purpose), assemblies, river banks, rampart walls,
gardens, tanks, bylanes in villages, house-gardens, stables, lonely places,
elephant yards etc. Lamps should be offered in the beginning of the
nights. They must be charming.

Those who are seen in the world making use of gems and jewels and
are glorified, are those who had (in their previous births) offered lamps
in accordance with the injunctions in the month of Karttika.

If one is incapable of offering lamps, one should protect and pre-
serve the lamps offered by others.

117. Is there a man in the world who stands ready to recount the
merit of the person who respectfully offers oil for the lamps of the
students (and reciters) of the Vedas?

118-120. In the month of Kirttika, the devotee should offer vari-
ous kinds of lamps in the presence of Visnu.

After the advent of the month of Kérttika, when the sky is clear and
bright with myriads of stars, at night Laksmi comes to view the cosmic
spectacle.

Wherever the Ocean-born Goddess (LaksmT) sees the lamps, she is
exceedingly delighted with it, but never so in darkness. Hence, lights
must always be fixed (prominently) in the month of Karttika.

121. It is declared that those who seek fortune and beauty should
offer lamps particularly in temples, river banks, and more particularly
on highways.

122-124a.  The glogy of one who offers light at the place of sleep-
‘ing is all-pervasive. One who sees the abode of a (financially) weak
person, whether he be a Brihmana or one of another caste, without any
lamp and then offers lamps, is honoured in the world of Vispu.
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He who places lights in an inaccessible and rugged place or an
impassable place infested with insects and thorns will not go to any
hell. '

124b-128. If a person offers lamps in Paficanada at night accord-
ing to the injunctions, the boys born in his family will be the illumi-
nators of the race.

By lighting and kindling another person’s lamp in the month of Kirttika,
one gets the same benefit as is obtained by gifting food in the Pitrpaksa
(the dark fortnight of Bhadrapada pertaining to the Manes) or by giving
water in the months of Jyestha and Asddha.

By kindling other people’s lamps and by serving Vaisnavas in the
month of Karttika, one attains the fruit of Réjasiiya and horse-sacri-
fices.

Formerly there was a Bribmana' Harikara who was always engaged
in sinful activities. For the sake of gambling, lamps were lighted by
him during the month of Kérttika. Due to the power of that meritorious
deed he became an excellent Brahmana and attained heaven.

129. Formerly King Dharmanandana got into an excellent aerial
chariot and went to the world of Visnu as a result of offering beacon
lights.

130. I shall recount the merit of that person who offers camphor-
light in front of Visnu in the month of Karttika and particularly on the
day of awakening called Prabodhini (EkadasT) (eleventh day in the
bright half of Karttika).

131. Men born in his family will be favourites of Hari. After
sporting about for a long time, they attain salvation in the end.

132. A person who keeps lights burning day and night in the abode
of Hari, particularly on the eleventh lunar day, goes to the place of
Hari.

133-134.  Even a fowler offered lamp on the fourteenth lunar day
(in the dark half of Magha) in the temple of Siva and on the great Linga
and went to the world of Siva even without any special devotion.

A certain cowherd kindled the lamp of the Sdrnga-bearing Lord on
the new-moon day and repeated “Be victorious, be victorious” fre-
quently. He became king of kings.

1. VV 12_‘) ff give some examples of yore showing the efficacy of Akd{a-dipa
in K&rttika..Out of these vv 133-134 give the story of a fowler offering lamp in a
Siva temple.



88 Skanda Purdna
CHAPTER EIGHT

The Greatness of Tulasi (Basil Plant)

Ndrada said:

1. O Lotus-seated Lord, speak further. I am not satisfied with
drinking the nectar of your specch. (In fact) the thirst has increased

further.

Brahma said:

2. In the month of Kirttika one should take bath early in the
morning. Remaining pure in body and mind, he should be devoted to
Visnu. Then he should worship Damodara with tender Tulasi (Basil)
leaves. Thereby he attains salvation. There is no doubt about it.

3. If one is devoid of devotion but worships the Lord with gold
and other (valuable) things, the Lord does not accept the worship. There
is no doubt about it.

4. Itis declared (in scriptures that) devotion is the greatest thing
in everyone. A holy rite devoid of devotion does not please Visnu.

5. On being worshipped with devotion (even) with half a leaf of
Tulasi everyday, Lord Hari, the overlord (of the world), becomes di-
rectly visible.

6. Formerly Visnudiasa went to the world of Visnu by worship-
ping him devoutly with Tulasi. King Cola also attained a subordinate
post. (vide infra Chs. 26, 27)

7. Listen to the greatness of Tulasi which is destructive of sins
and is conducive to the increase of merit. I shall recount to you what
was formerly narrated to Rami by Visnu.

8. After the advent of the month of Karttika, those men who
devoutly worship TulasT and Hari, attain the highest region.

9. Hence, by all means, the Lord who destroys all pains and distresses
should be worshipped with great devotion, with the tender leaves of
Tulasi.

10. The devotee is honoured in the world of Brahma for as many
thousands of Yugas as the extent of the roots of the Tulasi plants fixed
by him.

11. If a person takes bath in the water that has come into contact
with Tulasi leaves, he shall be rid of all sins. He rejoices in the abode
of Visnu.

12. Even if a person makes a raised platform for planting Tulasf,
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O great sage, he gets instantly rid of his sins thereby. He becomes
worthy of being absorbed in Brahman.

13. O Brihmana, the house in which there is a grove of Tulasi
plants becomes a sacred place. The servants of Yama do not go there.

14.  The grove of Tulasi plants is meritorious. It destroys all sins.
It yields what is desired. The excellent persons who plant it, do not
see Bhaskari (Yama, the god of Death).

15. If a man smears scented unguents (upon his body) mixed with
(powdered) Tulasi twigs, the sin that is being committed will not (even)
touch his body.

16.  For the propitiation of the Pitrs (Manes). Sraddha should be
performed, O Brahmana, where there is the shade of Tulasi plants.

17. Even Yama is not powerful enough to look at (directly) a
person, if a TulasT leaf is visible in his mouth, ears or head; what to
speak of his awful messengers!

18. He who constantly listens to the greatness of Tulasi with
great respect, becomes absolved of all his sins and goes to the world
of Brahma.

19. In this context they cite this ancient legend of Tulasi.’ O
Brahmana, if it is listened to, it is destructive of sins.

20. Formerly in the land of Kd§mira, there were two Brahmanas
named Harimedhas and Sumedhas. They were engrossed in devotion to
Visnu.

21-22. They were endowed with kindness and compassion towards
all living beings. They were conversant with all essential principles
(of philosophy). Once those excellent Brahmanas were engaged in
pilgrimage to holy places. They were going through a forest once, when
they became utterly exhausted at a certain place. The two Brahmanas,
the suppressors of their enemies, saw a grove of Tulast plants there.

23. On seeing that great grove of Tulasi plants one of those two,
namley Sumedhas, circumambulated it and bowed down to it with devotion.

24-28. Harimedhas observed this. In order to understand the greatness
of TulasT and the benefit thereof, he repeatedly asked (Sumedhas) with
great joy:

Harimedhas enquired:

O Brihmana, there are Devas, Tirthas, holy rites and leading Brahmanas.
Still why did you make obeisance (to the plants)?

1. VV.20-59 give dialogue between Harimedhas and Sumedhas about the great-
ness of Tulasl.
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Sumedhas replied:

O Briahmana of great fortune, your speech (enquiry) is well-worded.
Listen. The heat of the sun 1s oppressive. We shall go to that banyan
tree. Under its shade I shall tell you the truth.

Having told thus, Sumedhas, conversant with piety and virtue, went
to the banyan tree wherein there was a great hollow cavity. He went
there in the company of Harimedhas. There he rested for a while. The
Brahmana then spoke to Harimedhas:

29. “Otiger among Brihmanas, may the excellent story of Tulasi
be listened to. With the favour of the great Lord it originated in the
ocean.

30. Formerly, due to the curse of Durvasas, Purandara (Indra) lost
all his glory and prosperity. Suras beginning with Brahma churned the
Milk Ocean along with the Asuras.

31-34.  From it all the (following) things came up: Airavata, Kalpa
tree, the Moon, Goddess Laksmi, Uccaihs§ravas, Kaustubha, Hari in the
form of Dhanvantari and all the divine medicinal plants beginning with
Haritaki (yellow myrobalan). O excellent Brahmana, all of them were
conducive to the welfare of all the worlds.

Visnu (in the form of Dhanvantari) held in his hands the pot of
nectar that bestows immunity from old age and immortality. Holding
the pot of excellent base and glancing at it, he experienced the highest
mental satisfaction. Drops of his tears of joy fell into the pot of nectar
forming circular figures which immediately became Tulasi.'

35-40. Laksmi endowed with all good features and adorned with
all ornaments, was also born therefrom.

Devas headed by Brahmi gave unto Hari, Laksm1 and Tulasi that
had originated there. Lord Hari accepted them. That is why Tulasi is
exceedingly pleasing to the Lord of the worlds.

Nirdyana is the protector of the universe. Tulasi is his favourite
beloved. Like Visnu she is also worshipped by all the groups of Devas.
Therefore, O Bréihmana, 1 made my respectful obeisance to it.”

Even as the noble-souled Sumedhas said this, a great aerial chariot,

|. This version of TulasI’s creation is special to this Purina. In Devi Bhiigavala
the plant is identified with Mahil-Laksmi and iz a daughter of King Dharmadhvaja
(DB IX 15-24). According to PdP VI (Uttara Khanda Chs. 3-16) Vmndai, the wife of
Jalandhara, became Tulast in the next hirth.
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refulgent like the sun, was seen nearby. At that time, O sage, the
banyan tree fell down in front of him.'

41-43.  And also two men came out of that tree, brightening all
the quarters with their refulgence. They resembled the sun. They bowed
down to Harimedhas and Sumedhas. On seeing them, Harimedhas and
Sumedhas became frightened. Struck with wonder, they spoke to those
two persons who resembled Devas:

Harimedhas and Sumedhas said:

44-49a. O beings resembling Devas, who are you? You are auspi-
cious unto all. You have worn a fresh garland of Mandara flowers. You
are immortal ones; theretore, you are worthy of being saluted by us.
You are Suras.

On being spoken thus by those two Brahmanas. those persons who
came out of the tree spoke thus:

“You are our father, mother and preceptor. There is no doubt about
this that you alone are our kinsmen etc.”

The elder one said:

I am a resident of the world of Devas. My name is Astika. Once |
went to Nandana park for the sake of sport, surrounded by groups of
celestial damsels. My mind was engrossed in sensual pleasures. There,
on the mountain, the divine ladies began to cling to me and embrace
me as they pleased.

Jasmine garlands and pearl necklaces of the women fell on sage
Roma$a who was engaged in penance there. On seeing it, the sage
became angry.

49b-53.  “This is not the fault of the women who are not indepen-
dent. This fellow of wicked activities deserves being cursed.” Then he
said to me, “You shall become a Brahmariksasa and hover around this
banyan tree.”

On being propitiated by me, he told me the means of redemption
too: “When you hear from a Brihmana the name of Visnu as well as
the greatness of Tulasi leaf, you will immediately attain complete
release.”

I.-VV 41-57 show how by listening to Tulasi’s greatness two cursed celebrities
were absolved.
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Having been cursed thus by the sage, I began to abide here on this
banyan tree with great sorrow for a long time. Fortunately I have been
liberated by seeing both of you, from the curse of the Brahmana. Listen
to the story of the second one.

54-57a. This is an excellent sage. Formerly he was engaged in
serving his preceptor. Once he disobeyed the order of his preceptor and

became a Brahmriksasa.
With your favour, he has been released now from the curse of the

Brihmana. The benefit of the pilgrimage has been achieved by you
both. Your merits will increase more and more everyday.

After saying this and bowing down to those excellent sages again
and again, they took their permission and went to their respective abodes
with great joy.

57b-60. Then, O-eminent sage, those two great ascetics went on
their pilgrimage praising the meritorious Tulasl.

Thus, O Narada, who can (adequately) describe the greatness of
Tulasi? Hence, O Nérada, in this month of Karttika which brings delight
to Hari, the worship of Tulasi should be performed. There is no doubt
about it.

Thus the Arngavratas (ancillary observances) have been described,
O excellent sage. I shall narrate the Uparigas (subsidiary ancillary rites)
as told by Vilakhilyas.

CHAPTER NINE

Rites to be Performed on Vatsadviadasi, Yamatrayo a$i, Naraka-
caturdasi and Dipavali

Vilakhilyas said:

1. Krsna described to Dharma (i.e. Yudhisthira) (the holy day)
named Vatsadvdda$i.! The twelfth lunar day must be in conjunction
with the time of sunset in worshipping a calf.

1. This Vrata is a relic of the pastoral stage in our social evolution. Cows have
been regarded as ‘sacred’ since the Vedic times due to their importance in agri-
cultural economy. Gopilla Krsna, the cowherd boy-god came to be identified with
the Vedic god Vignu and the worship of cows and their calves assumed the status
of a Vrata pleasing to Vignu and came to be included as an item in the Vrmaias
to be performed in Kirttika, a month ‘dear’ to Vispu.
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2-3.  “On the first day, worship of a calf is to be performed under
the shade of a banyan tree. One should apply sandal paste etc. to a
domesticated milch cow along with its calf of the same colour. Then
he should worship them with flower-garlands.

On that day, O Yudhisthira, the devoteé should abstain from food-
stuffs deepfried in oil, cooked in pots, cow’s milk, cow’s ghee as well
as mixture of curds and milk.

4. At the time of sunset, either one ghalikd (24 minutes) before
or one ghatika after the disc of the sun is half-set, the rite of Nirdjana
should be performed and it should be ascertained whether the omens
are auspicious or inauspicious.'

5-6. At the outset many lamps are lit. They are then placed in
golden vessels etc. Then the rite of Nirdajana should be performed and
the omens observed. Then he should take all the lamps and place them
facing the North. The important lamps are said to be nine. He should
have others too.

7. If the flame is brilliant with sparks and if it shoots towards
the South, (it is a good). If the flame is steady, it indicates happiness.
If it is otherwise, it forebodes misery.

8. It 1s laid down that the rite of Nir3djana for men is (to be
performed) in the earlier part of the night on the five lunar days be-
ginning from the twelfth day of the dark half of Karttika.

9. The first lamp indicates the fortnight; the second, the month;
the third, the season; the fourth, the Ayana (i.e. north and south transits
of the Sun); and the fifth lamp, the year. Thus the lamp shall indicate
auspiciousness and inauspiciousness.

10. ‘Lamps are born of parts of the Sun. They are the dispellers
of darkness. Let them illuminate me in all the three units of time and
let them indicate auspiciousness or otherwise.’

11-12.  After consecrating it with the above incantation, the Nirdjana
rite should be performed in due order to the following: Devas at the
outset, then Brahmanas, elephants, horses, elders, excellent people,
lower people and the women, the chief of whom is mother.

13.  After performing the Nirijana rite, the lamps should be placed

1. VV 4-13 indicate the ancient belief in divination of the future by the move-
ments and colours of the flames of the lamps in Nirfijana on this evening. The
identification of lamps with units of time and the Dipa-Mantra (v 10) poetically
attributingthe parentage of lamps to the Sun-god and the prognosis from them (vv
7, 13), an ekample of the beneficiary (14) and Phalafruti—all this is the Puridinic way

of draping old customs as a Vrata.
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in their respective places. If the flames are rough, there is loss of
wealth; if white, there is destruction or shortage of food; if they are
dark-red, there shall be wars; if the flames are black, there is death.

14. A cowherdess named Ekangt' first performed this Vrata. Within
three years she became endowed with wealth and foodgrains.

15-16.  Hence the worship of cows must be performed on the twelfth
day in the month of Karttika. After hearing about the greatness of this
Govrata those men who perform this rite will never be wanting in cows
due to the power of Govrata. If any offence has been committed by him
against cows that shall perish due to this Vrata.”

Valakhilyas said:

17. The devotee should perform this Vrata on the fourteenth day
in the dark half of the month of A§vina near about the festival of light.?

18-19.  On the thirteenth lunar day the devotee should cleanse his
teeth and take early morning bath. Then with great devotion to Govinda,
he should make the resolution of observing the pious rites for three
nights. At the end of this Vrata the festival of Govardhanotsava should
be celebrated. Trayodasi which extends to more than three Muhiirtas
(3 X 48 = 144 minutes) is permitted. Overlapping by the next Tithi does
not amount to transgression (and consequent deficiency).

20.  On the thirteenth day in the dark half of the month of A$vina,
the devotee should offer Yama Dipa® (lamp facing the South) in the
early part of the night with oblations too. Premature death can be
avoided (thereby).

21. Formerly the infant son of Hemanaka* became liberated from
the calamity of premature death on the thirteenth day in the dark half
of the month of Aévina, due to the mercy (of the Lord).

1. As an instance of a person benefitted by this Vrata, the Purna mentions the
name of an Abhira girl EkangT who, though expelled by her father on his Priest’s
allegation about her character, was able to reunite with her father and got happily
married due to the observance of this Vrata for three years. The story appears in
the SKS.

2. VV 17 ff describe the Vrata connected with Dipdvali days.

3. It is our practice to light a lamp facing the South in the evening of the 13th
day in the dark half of ASvina. It is called Yama-dipa. The Vrata-aspect of the
practice is described in vv 20-26.

4. The story how Hemanaka's son was saved from premature death is given in

SKS.
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The Messengers (of Yama) said:

22. O Yama, take pity on us and tell the means whereby one will
not fall off from life in this type of great festival.

Yama said:

23-26.  “May the son of Sun (Yama) be pleased along with Mrtyu
(god of Death) along with the noose and the rod, Kala as well as MA
(Laksmi) be pleased, because a lamp has been offered on the Trayoda$i
day.”

If after reciting this Mantra, a person who offers (lights) excellent
lamp at the entrance of the house in the early part of the night on the
thirteenth day in the dark half of the month of A§vina every year, O
messengers, such a person should not be brought here during the fes-
tival of light, even in the case of premature death. Let my order be
carried out.

Reciting this Mantra he who keeps the lamp at the door of his
house, need not be afraid of premature death during the (Dipavali)

festival.

Valakhilyas said:

27.  On the fourteenth day mixed with the thirteenth too, in the
dark half of the month of A§vina, one should try to take his bath early
in the morning.'

28. If a man takes his bath, except at dawn, on a Rikta day (i.e.
fourth, ninth and fourteenth days in the lunar fortnight), all his holy
rites for the whole of the year perish undoubtedly.

29. Similarly, O Suras, taking oil bath at sunrise on the four-
teenth day in the dark half of the month of A§vina (i.e. in last watch
of the night) is considered excellent.

30. (Partially defective text) When there is no Caturdasi (four-
teenth day) for two days at moonrise, or when it occurs on two days
the first one alone is taken.

31. If one does not take oil bath due to compelling circumstances,
stubbornness or out of courteous nature on the fourteenth day, one shall

fall into Raurava hell.
32. There is Laksmi in the oil and Gahga in the water. He who

1. VV'27-35 describe the procedure of bath on the Dipavali day. VV 43-47 also
give a speclal procedure for the same.
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takes early morning bath on the fourteenth day i.e. on Dipavali day,
does not see Yama's region.

33-35. For the destruction of Naraka, the devotee should stir and
whirl Apamdrga (the plant Achyranthes aspera), Turhbi (pot-gourd) or
Prapunnita (Cavia alata) in the water kept for bath. The following
excellent Mantra should be repeated nine times:

“O Apamairga, you are endowed with thorny leaves and you are in
contact with the lump of clay from the furrow. Dispel sin even as you
are being whirled again and again.” He should then move round Apamarga
and Prapunnita above the head.

36. After taking bath, the devotee should, with the wet clothes
on, offer lamp to the sons of Mrtyu:

“The two canine brothers Sydma and Sabala are the sons of Mrtyu
and attendants of Yama. May they be pleased by this offering of lamp
on the Caturdasi day.”

37. One should perform this holy ablution along with dear and
near relatives. Then by performing the libation of water which is an
ancillary to the holy ablution, Yama should be propitiated.’

38-40. *“Obeisance to you, to Yama, to Dharmaraja, to Mrtyu, to
Antaka, to Vaivasvata, to Kila, to Sarvabhiitaksaya (destroyer of all
living beings), to Audumbara, to Dadhna, to Nila, to Paramesthin, to
Vrkodara, to Citra, to Citragupta.”

These fourteen shall be the Mantras severally with namah (obei-
sance) added on to them (such as yamidya namah etc.). With each
mantra three handfuls of water with gingelly seeds should be offered.

41-42, While performing this Tarpana (libation), the devotee may
wear his sacred thread in the usual manner or in the opposite direction
because Yama has the two forms, viz. that of a Deva and a Pitr. Even
a person whose father is alive can offer libation to Yama and to Bhisma.

After worshipping the Devas, Dipa (Lamp) should be offered to Naraka.

43-45. In this context itself, the procedure for taking bath in the
case of one who desires fortune is being spoken by me.

If on the fourteenth day of the dark half of A§vina, or on the new-
moon day (of the same month) or on the first day of the month of
Kirttika, one takes the holy bath, he should take it with oil or ungue-t

applied at the time of moonrise.
A man who takes the auspicious bath on the second day in the

~1,VV 38-42 describe Yama-Tarpana for which even a person with his father alive
is eligible and can do it with Savya (the usual) way of wearing the sacred thread.

Bhisma-Tarpana is described in Bhiymapaficaka Vrata (Ch. 32).
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month of Karttika, in conjunction with Svati constellation, is not sepa-
rated from fortune. There is Nirdjana rite with lamps. Hence this is
remembered as Dipavali.

46-47. Even if the moon sets, even after the transit the sun has
set and the day has come to a close, taking oil bath then will not incur
any evil. But in the morning for the purpose of dispelling sins, the
devotee should eat Masaparni leaf (Glycine debilis). By taking oil
bath on the Caturdasi day called Preta-Caturdas$i, the devotee is lib-
erated from all sins.

(On the whole there shall be three days of the festival of lights).

48-49a. On the fourteenth day in the dark half of the month of
Aévina, on the new-moon day and on the first day (of Karttika) which
is in conjunction with Svati constellation, one should take these three
days as the festival days of lights.'

49b-55.  Bali, the great king, was told thus by Hari who was delighted:
“Welfare unto you. Choose your boon, whatever may be in your mind.”

On hearing these words of Visnu, Bali spoke these words:

“What is there to be requested for, for my own sake? Everything
has already been given over by me. For the sake of the general public
I shall request. If you are competent, grant it unto me. Today the earth
was gifted to you who are in the false guise of a Dwarf. Since that has
been taken over by you by means of three steps in the course of three
days, let there be my rule on the earth for three days, O Hari.

Let this lady, your wife (Laksmi), stay permanently in the house of
those people who offer lamps in my kingdom on the earth.

Let the continuous darkness of the shadow of Laksmi fall on that
house in my kingdom where there will be darkness due to want of
lights.

56. If people offer lamps to Naraka on the fourteenth day, all
their forefathers shall cease to be in Naraka (Hell).

57. O Kesava, how will there be bright illumination of {amps in
the house of those people by whom rows of lamps were not lit after
reaching the kingdom of Bali?

58-60. (Defective Text) There is no doubt about this that there
shall be perpetual grief in the house of those people who do not show
enthusiasm and who are always gloc ny and dejected in the kingdom

} 1. The festival of lights is celebrated fo hree Dipdvall days as these Ehfee dayg
are of the regife of King Bali on the eart  Vignu (Vimana), after depriving Bah
of his kingdom granted these three days fos he enjoyment of all in Bali’s kingdom.
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of Bal (i.e. during the Dipavali days). Let the reign of Bali be for
three Caturdasi days.”

This should have been the request(?)

Formerly, in the form of a dwarf the Lord requested for this earth
and handed it over to Indra the guest(?) and by Hari thus three days
were given to Bali, the Lord of the Daityas rendered a resident of
Piatdla. Hence great festival should be celebrated (during these three
days).

61. O great sages, a goddess called Maharatri' was born (ap-
peared) on the fourteenth day (of the dark half of A§vina). Hence those
who are devoted to worship of Sakti should celebrate her festival.

62-64. After coming to the kingdom of Bali, Yaksas, Gandharvas,
Kinnaras, medicinal herbs, ghosts, Mantras, magic crystals etc., all of
them get delighted. They dance in the early part of the night. There
is no doubt about this that those Mantras will be accomplished in the
kingdom of Bali. Just as the people coming to the kingdom of Bali are
highly delighted, so also on that day the people should be full of delight.

65-68. When the sun is in Libra, on the nights of Caturdasi and
new-moon day, men should celebrate the festival of “showing the path
unto the Pitrs” with firebrands in their hands. The dead men and ghosts
who are in hell see the path, due to this Vrata always. No doubt need
be entertained in this respect by leading sages.

In the month of A§vina three Tithis have been glorified beginning
with Caturdasi. They should be taken when they spread over the mid-
day for the rites of offering lamps etc.

If these three Tithis fall before Sangava (second of the five divi-
sions of the day), the celebrations of offering lamps etc. should be
conducted when they are in conjunction with the previous Tithis.

The sages enquired:

69-71. O Brihmanas, we wish to enquire about the greatness of
Kaumodini festival. What is to be eaten on that day? Whose worship
is to be performed? Why is it performed? Which is the deity thereof?
What is to be given specially as charitable gift on the day? What in
particular should not be given? What rejoicing is indicated in this?
What sport is glorified? May the excellent sages recount the benefit
from the Festival of Lamps (Dipavali).

i. A deity associated with complete destruction of the world. The deity is
worshipped in left-handed manner as described in Devi-yimals-Tantra.
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Valakhilyas replied:’

72-74. At the time of daybreak on the new-moon day, O leading
sages, one should take bath and devoutly worship and bow down to
Devas and Pitrs. He should then perform the Pirvapa Sraddha with
curds, milk, ghee etc. None but children and sick persons should take
food during the day time.

Then, at nightfall, he should worship the splendid Goddess Indira
(Laksmi). He should then erect a clean and beautiful pavilion for Laksmi
by means of various kinds of cloths.

75. It should be wonderfully decorated with various kinds of sprouts
and flowers of various colours. There he should worship Laksm1 as
well as Devas.

76-77. Goddesses (such as Sarasvati, Kali, Gauri) too should be
worshipped with many types of offerings and services. He should de-
voutly massage the feet of Laksmi and others. Formerly it was on this
day that Devas were set free from the prison of Bali. Laksmi too was
released (therefrom).

78-83.  Thereafter, the Devas went to the Milk Ocean along with
Laksmi. They slept soundly for a long time. Hence, O great sages, the
cots are to be made with twines within and there should be fine cotton
beds. They shall be covered with excellent sheets resembling milk and
foams. The devotee should install those Suras and Laksmi in the proper
directions to the accompaniment of Vedic chants. Freed from the fear
of Daityas, Laksmi slept soundly within the lotus. Hence, here too, all
amenities for sound sleep should be made.

If a person makes a bed of lotuses on that day, for increasing the
happiness of Laksmi, she will not go anywhere else leaving his house.

If persons do not provide such amenities for the sound sleep of Laksmi,
can those men sleep at night without being worried about money? Hence
a man should worship Laksmi making all efforts.

84-85. He should be rid of poverty and become well-established
among the members of his own community.

Cow’s milk should be boiled along with nutmeg, cloves, cardamoms
and camphor. Sugar should be added as much as is necessary. Laddukas

1. VV 72 ff describe the KaumodinT or KaumudT festival and the procedure of
celebrating it. According to the commentator KaumudT is derived from Ku, “The
earth’ and ¥ mud, ‘to be delighted’. It means ‘festival of delight on the carth’.

kau molinte jand yasmin ninibhivaih parasparam/

hrstis tugtih sukhipannis tenaisd kaumud! smrth/



100 S«anda Purdna

(ball-shaped sweets) shall be made thereby and dedicated to Laksmi.

86.  All the four types of foodstuffs also should be made and offered
saying, “May Sri be pleased.” Even before Hari wakes up, Laksmi
should be wakened through women devotees.

87. If a woman or the man wakens Laksmi at the (proper) time
and then takes food, Laksmi never forsakes her or him for the whole
year.

88-90. Demons became frightened of Visnu. After getting shelter
and immunity from fear from Brahmanas they went to the Milk Ocean.
After knowing that Laksmi who had resorted to the lotus was asleep,
they eulogized her: “You are the refulgent splendour of all the lumi-
nous bodies like the sun, the moon, fire, lighting, gold and stars. You
are the splendour of all luminous bodies. Obeisance, O Goddess sta-
tioned in the (bright) flame of the lamp. May that Laksmi who is
present on the meritorious day of Dipavali on the earth, and in the
cowpen on the Karttiki day be the bestower of boons to me.”

91-93.  Thereafter the lamp should be offered in the early part of
the night. A firebrand should be whirled round one’s own head. It is
preventive of all calamities and misfortunes.

‘Light-trees’ should be made according to one’s capacity in temples
etc., quadrangles. cremation grounds, rivers, mountains, houses, roots
of trees, cowpens, levelled square-shaped plots of sacrifice, etc. The
grounds along highway should be decorated and beautified with cloths
and flowers.

94-97.  After deccrating the entire city at nightfall, the king should
feed Brahmanas as well as all hungry persons. Then he should take
food, decorating himself with new clothes and ornaments. Then in the
afternoon (of the next day) the king should announce thus: “O people,
today, this is the kingdom of Bali. Sport as you please. O children, play
as you please.” After commanding thus, the king should provide them
with toys. Therefrom, he shall find out the auspicious and inauspicious
features. In the kingdom of Bali one is at liberty to do whatever one
may think about.

98. O great sages, five (sinful deeds) are said to be gateways
unto hell, viz. violence to living beings, drinking liquor, carnal ap-
proach to forbidden women, theft and breach of trust. One should abstain
from these five in the kingdom of Bali.

99. Then at midnight the king himself should go round the city
slowly on foot in order to survey the beautiful kingdom of Bali and the
gaiety therein. After seeing the same, he should return to his abode.
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100.  After the midnight passes thus, when men are asleep with
half-closed eyes, the delighted women of the city begin to drive away
Alaksmi (Ill-luck, Misfortune) from their respective courtyards with
winnowing baskets and small Dindima drums.

101-103.  If there is Dandaikarajani Yoga(?) the new-moon day
has to be fixed for the next day. At that time the previous day is
discarded and the festival of Sukhardtrika' (Happy Night) is celebrated
on the following day.

If Vaisnavas or non-Vaisnavas do not celebrate this festival of the
kingdom of Bali, their pious and holy rites shall be futile undoubtedly.

At night people should keep awake by reading the Puranas etc. or
playing at dice in front of Hari or reciting the Giia.

CHAPTER TEN
The Greatness of the First Day in the Bright Halt ot Karttika

Brahma said:

[. On the Pratipad day (first day of Karttika) the devotee should
take bath with unguents and then perform the Nirdjana nite. Dressed
neatly, he should spend the day in listening to good stories, singing
songs and making gifts.

2. God Sankara formerly created the fascinating Dyiita (game of
dice) on the first day in the bright half of the month of Kirttika. It is
true.

3-4a. Listen to the greatness of the kingdom of Bah (spoken)
accurately. Men and women should take bath with gingelly oil. If out
of delusion one does not do so, one goes to the abode of Yama.

4b-5. Formerly, at the beginning of Krtayuga, Bali was the great
king of Danavas. The earth as well as his own head was given to
Vamana by him. At that time the Lord himself was delighted and he

spoke to Bali:?
6-8. *“O sinless one, since you have given me the earth on the

first day in the bright half of the month of Kirttika with great devouon.
I am delighted thereby. 1 shall grant you a boon. O king.”

1. Sukhardtrikd is the name of a special Vrata for conjugal happiness.
2. VV'§-8 explain why the Ist day in the bright half of Kirttika is called Bali

Pratipadi.
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After saying this, he granted the boon: “O king, the first Tithi of
the month of Kiarttika shall be known by your name. If devotees take
oil bath etc. and worship on this day, O king, that shall give everlasting
benefit. There is no doubt about it.”

9-12.  Ever since then, the Pratipad Tithi has become very famous
in the world. If the Pratipad overlaps the previous Tithi (i.e. new-moon
day) this is not to be accepted at all.!

One should not take oil bath if on the Pratipad day there is Darsa
(new-moon day) of about a Muhfirta’s duration, otherwise there will be
death.

If the Pratipad of Bali is overlapped by Darsa (new-moon day) and
if any auspicious rite is performed on that day, his wealth etc. will
perish.

If the Bali-Pratipad (the first day of Karttika) is vitiated by Darsa
and if any woman, out of delusion, performs Artikya (waving of lamp
around the face) on that day, women will meet with widowhood and
their progeny will certainly die.

13-15. If there is Pratipad next day at least for a Muhiirta (48
minutes) without being overlapped, that alone is to be accepted for the
holy rites, festivals etc., as laid down by learned men.

If on the next day there is no Pratipad at all even for the shortest
while, the one that is overlapped can be taken. There shall be no sin
in doing so. On that day, an idol should be made with cowdung in the
courtyard; curds should be sprinkled there in front of it.

16-20.  After placing Artikya(?) there, the devotee should do like
this in accordance with the injunctions.

On that day, O great sage, if people do not take bath with unguents,
during the whole of that year there shall surely be nothing auspicious
unto them.

For the whole of the year one shall be in the same form and features
as one was on that auspicious day. Hence one should perform auspi-
cious rites.

If one wishes to enjoy very splendid pleasures, divine and charming,
one should celebrate the beautiful festival of lights on the thirteenth
and following days.

Sankara and Bhaviini played the game of dice by way of fun for-
merly. Sarhbhu was defeated by GaurT in the game and let off naked.
For that reason Sankara became miserable while Gauri was ever happy.

1. VV 9-14 specify which should be accepted as the Pratipad Tith.
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21. O wise men! Game at dice (gambling) is forbidden at all
times except on this Pratipad. If one wins a game at the outset, one
shall have happiness for the whole of that year.

22. Laksmi who was requested by Bhavini remained in the form
of a cow.! Govardhana is to be worshipped in the morning and the game
of dice is to be played at night.

23-26. Cows should be adorned (but) they should not be milked.
Bulls should not be engaged to bear burden: “O Govardhana, O sup-
porter of the earth, O protector of herds of cows, you are lifted up by
the arms of Visnu; be the bestower of crores of cows (to me). May
Laksmi dispel my sins, Laksmi who stood by in the form of a cow for
the sake of the guardians of the worlds, and who bears ghee for the sake
of Yajiia. Let cows be in front of me. Let cows be behind me. Let cows
be in my heart. I stay amongst cows.”

Thus should be worshipped Govardhana.

27-29. The king should please the different kinds of people with
suitable presents etc. Devas and saintly people should be pleased by
goodness (of nature and behaviour). Others by offering food; the learned
men by giving them (the opportunity for) disputations, and the mem-
bers of the inner apartment by means of garments, betel leaves, in-
censes, flowers, camphor, saffren, foodstuffs of various types and dif-
ferent kinds of edibles. He should propitiate rural people by giving
them bullocks and vassal kings by giving them wealth. Groups of (com-
mon) people and the infantry should be propitiated by means of excel-
lent necklaces. The king should satisfy the good people specifically by
giving them splendid bracelets with his name engraved on them.

30-32.  After propitiating (everyone) befittingly, the king should
watch the fight (combats, duels etc.) of wrestlers and of other men, of
bulls, buffaloes and well-equipped foot-soliders of the king.? Seated on
a (raised) platform he should see personally, actors, dancers and Caranas
and make cows and buffaloes fight and then provide them with gar-
ments to cover them. Calves should be attracted through cows. There
may be arguments and counter-arguments.

33-35. Then, in the afternoon, the devotees fix up the effigy of

1. VV 22-29 describe the custom of Govardhana worship. Govardhana ix a hill
18 miles from Vindivana in Mathur8 Dist. (U.P.). Krsna is said to have held it up
on his small finger and protected cows, calves and people of Vraja under its umbrella,
while Indra poured a deluge of rain for one week.

2. VV 30-32 advise the king to watch war-games of men as well as those of
animals.
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Mirgapilt' (road protectress—a deity made of Ku$a and Ka$a grass) in
the Eastern direction, O sage of holy rites. They fix it on the pillars
of the fortness and trees. The effigy shall be of divine nature with
many props. Horses and elephants should be taken beneath Mirgapali.
Cows, bullocks, male buffaloes and female buffaloes should be teth-
ered in big herds. Through eminent Brahmanas who have performed
Homas, they should get them tied (ncar) the Margapalika.

36. Then, O sage of good holy rites, he should make obeisance
repeating this Mantra: “O Margapali, obeisance to you, O bestower of
happiness to all the worlds, let the horses, elephants and cows stay
happily beneath you.”

37. O son, cows, great bulls, kings, princes and Brahmanas in
particular should go beneath the Margapali.

38-44. By crossing Margapali they become free from ailments.
They are happy.

After doing all these the devotee should perform the worship of
Bali?, the king of Daityas, directly in a mystic diagram drawn on the
ground. The worship is to be performed at night after drawing the picture
of the great demon Bali in five different colours. He should be fully
adorned with all the ornaments and accompanied by Vindhyavali. He
is surrounded by Danavas, Kiismanda, Maya, Jarhbha, Uru and Madhu.
The whole face is dark in colour. He has brilliant ear-rings and a
crown. The king of Daityas should have two arms only.

After making the picture, he should worship it within his own house
in a large hall in the company of mother, brothers, kinsmen and other
people.

He should worship with lotases, lilies, red lotuses and sweet-smell-
ing flowers. There should be Naivedyas of cooked rice, milk, jaggery,
milk puddings, liquor, meat, wine, various kinds of foodstuffs (articles
to be licked, sucked and eaten etc.). Accompanied by his ministers and
priest, the eminent king should worship with the following Mantra. He
will be happy for a year:

45. “Obeisance to you, O King Bali, O lord, O Son of Virocana,
O enemy of Devas, the future Indra; may this worship be accepted.”

46-48.  After performing this worship in accordance with the
injunctions, he should keep awake. He should celebrai. . _.eal f=<tival
at night through dances and story recitals.

1. VV 33-37 describe the procedure regarding Margapdli. This deity is regarded
as a protector of cows etc. on the way.
2. VV 139-58 prescribe the procedure of Bali worship.
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The common people also should place the offerings of white rice
grains within their houses. They should install King Bali and worship
him with fruits and flowers.

O sage of good holy rites! All that is to be done with Bali in view.
Whatever is (so) done is stated to give everlasting benefit by sages
who have realized the truth.

49. Whatever is given as charitable gift, whether it be small or
large in quantity, shall yield everlasting benefit. It shall be auspicious
and pleasing to Visnu.

50. (Visnu said thus to Bali:) “O Bali, may all the Vedic rites
of those men who do not worship you come over to you.”

51.  This great festival that tends to favour Asuras, has been granted
to Bali, O dear one, by Visnu who was delighted.

52-55. Thus every year, one day and one night in the month of
Karttika have been given to the king of Danavas on the earth, as if it
was the tdeal for him.

If a king performs this, how can there be the fear from sickness in
his kingdom? There will be prosperity and plenty, welfare and perfect
health. His wealth will be excellent. All the people will be free from
diseases and devoid of all types .of calamities. O sage of good holy
rites, this festival of Kaumudi is celebrated in order to generate and
regulate noble feelings and sentiments on the earth. Everyone will
have delight or gloom, weal or woe in accordance with his manner of
acting on this particular day.

56-57. If anyone weeps, the whole year will be a year of lamen-
tation; if he is gay, the whole year shall be one of gaiety; if he enjoys
pleasures (eats and drinks), the whole year becomes pleasurable. It he
is normal and healthy, he shall be so (throughout the year). This Tithi
in the month of Karttika is mentioned as being special to Visnu as well
as to the Demon.

58. Those who splendidly celebrate the festival of lights causing
delight unto all the people and who perform auspicious worship of King
Bali, the whole year of (their) families (which are) blessd with charity,
enjoyment, pleasure and intelligence will pass with delight and exces-
sive joy throughout.

59-60.  After performing the worship of Bali, the devotee should
celebrate Gokridana' (sports of cows and bulls). If on the day of the

| VV 59-63: sports of kine: bull-fights are a pant of this festival.
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sports of cows the moon becomes visible, Soma Rijé (the shining Moon)
kills the animals and the worshippers of the cows.

61. The sports of cows should be celebrated on the day when the
Darsa (new-moon) overlaps Pratipad (first day). This is the accepted
position. If a person celebrates it on a day when Pratipad is overlapped
by Dvitiy&, he will meet with destruction of money and death of wife
and son.

62. The cows are to be adorned then. They should be adored with
offerings of Gogréasa etc. (morsels of food). They should be taken out
of the city to the accompaniment of intrumental and vocal music. They
then should be brought back and the rite of Nirdjana should be per-
formed.

63. If the duration of Pratipad is short, a woman should perform
the Nirdjana rite. Thereafter, on the second day in the evening, the
auspicious rite of garlanding shall be performed.

64. If the Pratipad be joined with the previous Tithi (the new-
moon day), the rite of Yastikakarsana' (pulling out of stick/string?) be
performed.

65-66. The Yastika (string) should be made of Kus$a. It should be
fresh and firm. That should be brought to the entrance of the temple,
of palace of king or to a crossing of four roads. The princes should hold
one end and the people of the lower castes the other end. After holding
it they shall pull at it as many times as their strength permits.

67-69. The two teams should consist of an equal number of per-
sons. All of them should be very strong. If in this (tug of war), the
inferior castes win, the king shall be victorious throughout the year. A
line should be drawn behind each of the teams holding the string. If
the people cross the line they are considered to have won and not
otherwise. 1t is the king who is to draw this line of victory carefully.

1. VV 64-69. This is an interesting social event: a Tug-of-War wherein a
bamboo stick or a rope of Kufa grass is used.
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CHAPTER ELEVEN

The Efficacy of Yamadvitiya
(The 2nd day of Karttika)

Narada said:

1. O Lord, I wish to ask you humbly about that Vrata' whereby
man does not meet with death.

Brahma3 said:

2. If, O great Brahmana, you ask me about the most excellent
Vrata, listen to the Vrata named Yama-dvitiya. It is destructive of
Mrtyu (Death).

3. O great sage, it is to be performed on the second day in the
bright half of the month of Karttika in accordance with the injunctions.
It prevents the death of all.

4. After getting up in the Brahma Muhiirta (i.e. an hour before
the dawn) on the Dvitiya day the devotee should think about what is
conducive to his welfare. He should not think of anything harmful to
himself.

5-10.  After cleansing the teeth he should take his early morning
bath. Then he should wear white cloth and white garlands. He should
smear himself with unguents. He should finish his daily routine of
duties. With great delight he should adorn himself with ear-rings and
armlets. He should go near an Audurhbara (wild fig) tree and there
draw the excellent mystic diagram with eight-petalled lotus. There,
with calm mind, he should with sandal, agallochum, musk and saffron,
with flowers, incense and with Naivedya of coconut fruits etc. worship
Brahma3, Visnu, Rudra and Sarasvati the bestower of boons having the
lute and the book (in her hands).

Thereafter, for the purpose of preventing death, he should give a
milch cow along with her calf, to a Brahmana learned in the Vedas.
The cow should be richly adorned and gifted away for the prevention
of premature death as well as for being taken across the ocean of

worldly existence.

1. This is a touchingly affectionate occasion of meeting of brothers and sisters
once a year on the 2nd day of Karttika. ‘Vrata’ is a dry Purdipic term for this
family meeting. The Vrata is described in vv 2-40 with all the formalities of an

orthodox religious observance.
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11. He should give the cow to the Brihmana exponent of the
Vedas, repeating this Mantra: *“O Brahmana, I am giving this gentle-
natured cow to you.”

12-14. If a cow is not available, he should devoutly give a pair
of shoes to the Brahmana. Then he should conclude the worship with
great devotion to Purusottama. He should make obeisance to the eld-
erly memnbers of the family and excellent kinsmen with great devotion.
He should propitiate his own relatives with different kinds of beautiful
coconut fruits. Then, O sage, he should go to the house of his own
uterine sister and salute her with great devotion.

15. "0 gentle lady, O my sister of good fortune, I have come to
your abode in order to make obeisance to your lotus-like feet.”

16-18.  After saying this to his sister, he should salute her, think-
ing her to be Visnu.

Then, on hearing the excellent words of her brother, O Narada, the
following words should be addressed by the sister to the brother:

“O my brother, today I have become blessed and auspicious, thanks
to you. O lamp of the family, today you should take your food in my
house for my longevity, O brother, on the second day in the bright half
of the month of Karttika.

19. On this day formerly Yama was fed by Yamuna in her house
and was duly honoured by her. Hell-dwellers were set free on this day
by Yama. Those who are fettered with the cords of Karma too, are
roaming about as they please.

20-22. The sins beginning with that of the slaughter of a Brahmana
shout thus: ‘We are very glad on receiving that sinful man who does
not take his food in the house of his sister, even on Yamadvitiya day.
We have been without food (for a long time). We shall devour him to-
day.’

Hence, O my brother, take food in my house today, the second day
in the bright half of Karttika well-known in all the three worlds. O
brother, learned men do not take food in their own house on this day.”

23. On being told thus, the devotee should worship his sister with
garments, ornaments and embellishments with great delight, O highly
fortunate one.

24. If the sister is elder to him, he should make obeisance to her
and get blessings from her. All the sisters should be satisfied by gifts
of garments and ornaments.

25. In the absence of one's own sister, one should go to the house
of the sister of one's father with respect and take food there.
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26-27. O som, he who observes this rite of the Dvitiya named
after Yama, shall be liberated from premature death surrounded by
sons, grandsons etc. He will enjoy abundant pleasures as he pleases
and in the end attain salvation. My words shall not be otherwise.

28-29. These Vratas and ali rites of charitable gifts of various
kinds are proper only for a householder. Hence one should take up the
householder’s life. One who adheres to the Vrata of Yamadvitiya should
listen to the story thereof. Madhava says that all his sins will perish.

Sita said:

30.  On the second day of Karttika one should worship Yama in
the forenoon. By taking his holy bath in Yamuna. one does not see the
world of Yama.

31-32. O Saunaka, on the second day in the bright half of Karttika,
formerly Yama was fed and honoured by Yamunai in her own house.
The conclusion of the festival too is on the Dvitiya day. Hell-dwellers
too were satisfied. They were rid of their sins and all of them were
set free from bondage.

33. Here they were all fed. They became delighted. They all
stayed there as they pleased.They celebrated a great festival causing
great happiness to the kingdom of Yama.

34-36. Hence this Yamradvitiyi is well-known in the three worlds.
So no wise man should take his food in his own house, O Brihmana.
He must take food from the loving hands of his sister. It is conducive
to the increase of his strength.

On the second day in the bright half of Karttika Yama was honoured
and propitiated. Yama is seated on his vehicle, the buffalo. The ;,,ord
holds his staff and the mallet. He is surrounded by his delighted ser-
vants. Obeisance to the Atman pertaining to Yama.

37. Sisters of good residential facilities should be propitiated by
gifts of garments. If this is done, they need not be afraid of their en-
emies. They will never be involved in any quarrel till the end of the
year.

38-40. O sinless son, everything has been expounded by me, along
with its esoteric secret. It is conducive to wealth, fame and longevity.
It is a means of achieving virtue, wealth and love.

It was on this day that Lord Yama was fed by Yamuna with all the
love of a sister. On that day, if a person takes food from the hands of
a sister,"he attains excellent wealth and splendid prmpemy



110 Skanda Purdina

Sita said:

Some more special details were mentioned by Vilakhilya sages
which I shall recount. Listen to them, O excellent sages.

Valakhilyas said.:

41. The second day in the bright half of Karttika is named after
Yama. Then in the afternoon the worship of Yama should by all means
be performed.

42-43. Formerly Yamuna used to come to Yama everyday with
the request, *“O brother, come to my house for food in the company of
your attendants.” Everyday Yama used to reply that he would go “today
or tomorrow or the day after.” There is no leisure to persons with
minds engrossed in their duties.

44-46. Then once, he was invited with persistent solicitation, O
great sages, on the Dvitiya day in the month of Karttika. He went there
after setting free all the residents of hells. Accompanied by his atten-
dants, the son of Sun was received with great hospitality by Yamuna.
O bird, different kinds of dishes were prepared. He was anointed with
oil by Yamuna and sweet-smelling, fascinating unguents were smeared
upon his body. The son of Sun was bathed duly.

47-49. Then ornaments were presented to him along with differ-
ent kinds of clothes, sandal paste, garlands etc. He was made to sit on

a cot.
The gentle lady Yamunia cooked in gold vessels sweet rice dishes

of various kinds with delighted mind and fed Yama.

After taking food, Yama honoured his sister with ornaments and
different kinds of clothes. Then he said, “O beautiful lady, choose your
boon.” On hearing his words Yamuna spoke these words:

Yamung said:

50-51. Come to my house for food every year. O Yama, all sin-
ners are to be set free from hell today. Those who take food today from
the hands of their sisters, should be happy. Grant them happiness. I

choose only this.

Yama said:

52-53. O Yamuni, he who takes his bath in Yamuni and offers
libstions to Pitrs and Devas, he who takes food in the house of his



sister and worships her, shall never see the entrance to my abode.

54-56. Yamatirtha on the north-east of Vire$a (a deity at Kasi)
is glorified. There the excellent man should take his holy bath and duly
offer libations to the Pitrs and Devas. Then till midday he should repeat
these (following) names, facing the Sun with controlled mind. He should
have steady posture and remain silent. The devotees repeat these names
of Yama: “Yama, Nihanta (Annihilator), Pitrdharmarija, Vaivasvata
(son of Sun), Dandadhara (Holder of rod of punishment), Kila, Bhiitadhipa
(overlord of all beings), Dattanusari (one who follows what is given),
KrtanusarT (one who follows what is done) and Krtanta.”

57-59. After worshipping Yames$vara he should go to the house of
his sister. With the following Mantra he should be respectfully fed at
the outset by her:

“O brother, I am your younger sister. Eat this splendid food for the
delight of Yamardja and Yamuna in particular.”

He should then propitiate his sister with garments, ornaments etc.
Thereby, he will not see the world ot Yama even in dreams.

60-65. Those who are detained as prisoners by kings should nec-
essarily be sent to their sister’s abodes on my day for taking then
food.

The sinners should be released by me from Natakas (hells) on this
day. Those who keep persons imprisoned today, should be beaten by me
by all means.

If one has no younger sister,' one shall go to the elder sister’s house.
If she too does not exist, he should go to the abode of the married
daughter of his paternal uncle.

In her absence, to the house of mother’s sister or to that of the
maternal uncle’s daughter. The order of precedence shall be fixed on
the basis of the relationships as the children of co-wives or of the same
Gotra.

In the absence of all these, some lady should be considered as a
sister. If she too is not available, one should make a cow or a river as
his sister. In the absence thereof, the devotee should make a forest his
sister’s house. O gentle lady, one must not take one’s food in one’s own

house on this day.
66. Those men of evil deeds who take food (in their own house),

fall into hell.

1. V\L_._ﬁ_2_-65: The substitutes for a sister in the case of a sisterless person. A
person should accept food in the house of sisters as per priority given here but should
not eat in his own house on this day (Yama DvitTyll day).
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After saying this Dharmardja went to his capital Sathyamini.

67. Hence, O excellent sages, all those who perform the Karttika
Vrata should eat from the hands of their sisters. It is true. It is true.
There 1s no doubt (about it).

68. If a person does not take food in the house of his sister on
the Yamadvitiyd day, the merit accrued to him during the year per-
ishes. This is the statement heard from Sun-god.

69. The woman who feeds her brother on the Tithi pertaining to
brother and adores him with betel-leaves will never have widowhood.

70.  The span of life of the brother too shall not decrease at all.
In regard to the feeding of the brother, the Dvitiya should extend to the
afternoon,

71-73.  If out of ignorance or out of delusion, food is not taken in
the sister’s house because the brother happened to be touring abroad,
or sick or had been imprisoned, or if there is no sister, one shall get
the benefit of taking food there by listening to this story.

In the month of Karttika particularly, if one resorts to the shade of
Emblica officinalis and takes food, one shall attain Vaikuntha.

CHAPTER TWELVE

&

The Eftficacy of Dhatri

Saunaka said:

1-2.  The eulogy of Karttika is the bestower of great merit. When
did Dhatri originate? How did it attain fame? Why is it holy? Why is
it destructive of sins? By whom was Amardaki (Emblica officinalis)

made? Tell it in detail.!

Sita said:

3. Ishall narrate it, O excellent Brihmana, how it is a bestower
of merit. The devotee shall worship Dhatri on the fourteenth day in the

1. Tree-worship is an age-old custom in India. Trees like Banyan, Pippal
(Aévattha), Bilva, TulasT etc. have been objects of worship sinice hoary antiquity.
Purlinic writers have invested them with interesting legends like a beautiful drapery
and we have such stories about religious importance of Dhitid (Emblica officinalis)
etc.. A picnic and open air food under the shade of a tree is a happy social function
bt it is converted into a religious function by the Purina writer here.
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bright half of the month of Karttika.

4-5. The great tree of Amardaki is destructive of all sins. On the
fourteenth day named after Vaikuntha, the man should resort to the
shade of a Dhatri tree and worship there the Lord of Devas, Lord Hari
accompanied by Radha. Then he should circumambulate it one hundred
and eight times.

6. With a hundred and eight pieces of gold or silver or the fruits
of Emblic Myrobalan, he should severally make a hundred and eight
circumambulations.

7.  After prostrating with eight limbs touching the ground, the
devotee should pray to the great Lord. Resorting to the shade of the
Dhatri tree, he should listen to this story.

8.  Afterwards he should feed Brahmanas, paying them Daksina in
accordance with his capacity. If the Brahmanas are satisfied, Hari, the
bestower of salvation, is also satisfied.

9. In this connection | shall recount to you the story that gives
merit. Even Brahma is not competent to recount the benefit of Amardaki
(hit., that which destroys sin all round).

10-11. Formerly when everything was turned into a vast sheet of
water, when mobile and immobile beings had been destroyed, when the
types of Devas and Asuras, Serpents and Raksasas had been annihi-
lated, the eternal supreme soul, the Lord of the chiefs of Devas (Brahma)
performed the Japa of the great and immutable Brahman (Mahavisnu)
transcending his own soul.

12.  As he performed the Japa (mental repetition of the holy names)
of Brahman, a deep breath came out of him. Due to the affection on
seeing it water came out of the eyes.

13.  Drops of tears of love burst out and fell on the ground. The
great tree of Dhatri grew from those drops.

14. It had plenty of branches and twigs. It was laden with fruits.
It 1s glorified as the first among all the trees.

15. Brahma created it at the beginning and then all the other
subjects (such as) Devas, Danavas, Gandharvas, Yaksas, Raksasas and
Serpents.

16. The Lord then created human beings devoid of impurities.
Devas came to the place where the Dhitri, the favourite of Hari, stood,

17. On seeing it those highly fortunate ones were struck with
great wonder. They thought and pondered over it frequently, “We do

not know what this tree is.”
18-19. ™" Even as they were thinking thus, an unembodied speech



114 Skanda Purana

said: “This is the Amardaki tree. Since it is an excellent Vaisnava
tree, one will get the benefit of making the gift of cows merely by
remembering it. By seeing it one gets twice that benefit and by eating

(its fruits) three times the benefit.

20. Hence Amardaki should always be resorted to by all means.
It 1s Vaisnavi and said to be the destroyer of all sins.

21. Visnu is stationed at its root.! Brahma is stationed above.
Lord Rudra Parameg$vara is stationed on its trunk.

22. The twelve Suns are stationed on its branches, Devas (the
Guardians of the Quarters like Indra and others) are stationed on its
twigs. The (thirty-three crores of ordinary) Devas are on its leaves and

Maruts are on the flowers.
23-24.  All the Prajapatis (Patriarchs like Daksa) are established
on its fruits. This tree has been mentioned by me as full of all the

Devas.
Hence it should be worshipped for the purpose of attaining all the

desired objects.
Once Narada, the Yogin, stood in front of Brahma. He bowed down

to the Lord of the universe and with great wonder asked thus:

Sri Nirada said:

25. Just as a grove of excellent basil plants is always liked by
Hari, so also a grove of Dhatri trees is liked by Sri Hari in the month

of Karttika.

Brahma said:

26. If anyone performs the worship of Hari in the forest of Dhatri
and takes food under the shade thereof in the month of Karttika, his

sin perishes.
27.  When the Sun is stationed in the Zodiac Libra, all the Tirthas,

sages, Devas and Yajiias resort to the Dhatrt in Karttika and abide

themselves here.
28. Whatever meritorious deed a man performs here in the shade

of Dhitri trees, shall become increased crores of times. There is no

doubt about it.
29-30. In this context they citc this ancient legend. O excellent

ﬁrﬁhmana, there was a certain VaiSya in the city of Ayodhyéd. He had

1. VV 21-24 describe how DhitrT is occupied by all Devas.
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no wife or sons as ill luck would have it. He was afflicted with pov-
erty.

31-35.  He used to assuage the fire of his hunger by begging for
alms, O Narada. Once, he was afflicted with hunger and begged of
some merchants. By begging he got some whole grams. He took it and
went to the shade of a Dhatri tree. It was in the month of Karttika, O
Narada. and he ate the grams there.

Some of the grams which had been left over were given to a Brihmana
by the Vai§ya who was hungry and emaciated. Thanks to the power of
that merit, he became a rich king on the earth. Hence, charitable gifts
should be made always in the month of Kiarttika in a park of Dhatri
trees, O excellent sage, for the achievement of all desirable objects.

One who resorts to the shade of Dhatri and listens to the story of
Hari in the month of Karttika will be released from all sins like the
son of a Brahmana.

Narada asked:

36. O Brahma, who was this son of a Brahmana? What sin did
he commit formerly? How did he attain liberation? Tell these in detail.

Brahma narrated:

37-40. Formerly there was an excellent Brahmana on the north-
ern bank of Kaveri. He was well-known by the name Devasarma. He
was a master of Vedas and Vedangas. He had a son of vicious conduct.

The father advised him for his welfare:
“It is the month of Karttika now. This month is a favourite of Han.

During this period take the holy bath, make charitable gifts and per-
form holy rites and observances. Dear son, perform the worship of Hari
with flowers and Tulast leaves. Make several offerings of lights, obei-

sances and circumambulations.”
41. On hearing these words of his father the infuriated wicked-

souled son spoke to his father censuring him with his lips throbbing
(through anger).

The son said:

42. O father, I will hot store merit in the month of Karttika.

lipwn

On hearing these words of his son, he angrily spoke to his son:
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43. “O evil-minded one, be a mouse in the hollow of a tree in

the forest.”

Frightened on account of this curse, the son bowed down to his
father and said:

44. “O my Sire, tell me how I can have liberation from the evil
species.”

On being propitiated thus, the Brahmana told him the means of
expiation and redemption.

45. “When you hear about the merit accruing from Karttikavrata
which Hari likes much, you will have your liberation, O son, by lis-
tening to the story.”

46-47. On being told thus by his father, he became a mouse instantly.
He stayed in a cavity for thousands of years in the forest. Once, during
the month of Karttika, Vi§vamitra came there along with his disciples.
He took his bath in the river, worshipped Hari and resorted to the shade
of the Dhatri.

48-50. He expounded to his disciples the greatness of the
Karttikavrata. At that time, a hunter of vicious conduct came there
ahunting. On seeing the groups of sages that slaughterer of living beings
(at first) wished to kill them. By their very sight he became pious-
minded. He bowed down to the Brahmanas and asked: “What is being
done by you all, O Sirs?”

On being enquired by him thus, the eminent Brahmana Visvamitra

spoke to him:

Visvaimitra said:

S1. Karttika is said to be the most excellent of all months. Whatever
holy rite is performed during this month increases like the seeds of a

banyan tree.
52. One who, in the month of Karttika, takes holy bath, makes

charitable gifts and performs worship and then feeds Brahmanas shall
have everlasting benefit thereof.

53. The Brahmana (the mouse) heard about the virtue as told to
the hunter by the sage. Then he cast off the body of a mouse and

adopted a divine body.
54, He bowed down to Visvamitra. spoke the details about him-

self and on being permitted by the sage went to heaven seated in an
aerial chariot.
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55. The son of Gadhi (Visvamitra) and the hunter in particular
became very much surprised. The hunter then performed the Karttika
Vrata and went to Hari’s world.

56. Hence making all possible efforts, one should resort to the
shade of a DhatrT in the month of Karttika and listen to the holy story
in front of Kesava.

57. Even a mouse was liberated from the evil species by listen-
ing to the story about Karttika. He who listens to or he who recites the
story, shall undoubtedly be entitled to salvation.

58-59. One should have open-air meals in a forest (or a park)
after resorting to the shade of a Dhatri. At the outset, the devotee
should take his holy bath in the water in the forest. After performing
the usual routine religious duties he should worship Madhava. Then he
should sit in the shade of the Dhatri with devotion to Hari and listen
to the divine story in praise of the month.

60. Thereafter, he should feed, with great devotedness, Brihmanas,
the most excellent ones among those who have realized Brahman. Then
he himself should take food, O great Brahmana, remembering Hari.

61. Listen with great attention, O son, to the sins that perish
when the Vrata that Hari likes much, is performed thus in the month
of Karttika.

62-65. The sin' arising from enjoying what has not been dedi-
cated to Hari, from looking at the Sun while taking food, from taking
food from a sinner listening to the words of a woman in her monthly
course, the sin of touching another person at the time of taking food,
from taking prohibited food, the sin arising from taking tood which is
defiled and the sin accruing from abandoning pure food in the auspi-
cious hour liked by Hari—all the sins like these will certainly perish.
Hence, making all possible efforts one should take food under a Dhatri
tree.

66. If a Brahmana wears a garland of Dhitri as well as one of
Tulasi in Karttika month, his merit is infinite.

67. If any man resorts to the shade of a Dhatri tree and offers in
particular a row of lamps, his merit is infinite.

68. Radha and Damodara are to be worshipped particularly under
a Tulasi plant.? If Tulasi is not available, the splendid worship should

be performed under Dhatri.

1. VV 62-65 enumerate the social norms current then. The violation of those

norms or efjquettes is regarded as ‘sins’.
2. The cult of Radha-Dimodara and the deification of Tulasi plant were well

established before this Purina.
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69. If a man takes food at least once under a Dhitri tree in the
month of Karttika and feeds a couple he is liberated from all evils of
food.

70. At the conclusion of the Kirttika Vrata, one should worship
the splendid Amalaki (Emblic Myrobalan), feed a couple for the pro-
pitiation of Radhd and Damodara and take one’s own food later. His
prosperity and glory will never wane,.

71. O sage, if any devotee of Visnu in the world wears the fruit
of DhatrT he becomes a favourite of Devas. Of human beings he is
much more so—it is needless to say.

72. A person who smears his body with (the paste of) the fruit
of Dhitri, whose diet consists of the fruit of Dhatri and who is endowed
with the fruit of Dhitri becomes Nardyana.

73.  If a person holds the fruits of DhatrT always within his closed
hand, Lord Nardyana grants him the desired boon.

74-75. A man who desires prosperity and glory should always
take his bath with Amalaka fruits. Visnu is delighted with the Amalaka
fruits particularly on Ekadas$t days.

One should avoid taking bath with Amalaka fruits on the seventh
and ninth lunar days, on a new-moon day, on Sundays, on a day when
the Sun moves from one zodiac to another, on a day of lunar or solar
eclipse.

76. If a man resorts to the shade of DhatrT and offers rice balls
(to Pitrs), the Pitrs attain liberation with the favour of Madhava.

77-78. If a man wears the fruit of Dhitri on the head, hands, face,
arms and the neck, O dear one, if he is embellished with the Dhitri
fruits, Ke$ava lovingly rolls on his body as many times as the garland
of DhiitrT moves to and fro round his neck.

79.  Fruitful indeed is the life of that man in whose house these
three exist, viz. a fruit of Dhatri, Tulas7 and the clay originating from
Dviraki (called Gopicandana).

80. A man can reside in Vaikuntha as many thousands of Yugas
as the number of days he wears a garland of Dhétri (flowers) in Kali
Yuga.

81. A man who wears round his neck the two garlands, one of
Dhitri and the other of Tulasi, shall stay in heaven for crores of Kalpas.

82-83. If a person resorts to the shade of Dhatrf on the twelfth
lunar day, worships Hari, feeds Brihmanas there itself and himself
takes cooked pulses and other stuffs as his food, he does not return (to

the world) even after hundreds and crores of Kalpas.
$84-86.  One should worship Hari with leaves and fruits of Tulasi
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and Dhatri. If a Tulasi (plant) is watered along with Dhatri in the
month of Karttika, all the sins like that of Braihmana-slaughter perish
as in the case of the Brahmana Dharmadatta' who attained salvation
formerly.

Nairada said:

87. Previously this has been said by you that it should always be
resorted to by men in the month of Karttika and worshipped. It should
not be used in the four (rainy) months. Please tell everything com-
pletely to me.

Brahma said:

88. O Brihmana-sage, beginning with the splendid DasamT (tenth
day) in the bright half of the month of Karttika, it should be resorted
to in all the holy rites of the deities or Pitrs.

89-91. Men who worship Madhustidana with its leaves and fruits
from the tenth day pass on to Vaikuntha.

When the Kirttika Vrata is concluded one should perform Vanabhojana
(taking food in the open air in a park or a forest). O highly fortunate
one, one should celebrate Vanabhojana on the fifth, tenth or twelfth
day or on the full-moon day.

Equipped with all condiments and ingredients and accompanied by
old men and young children, an intelligent person should enter the park
rendered splendid by Dhatri trees.

92. There should be the following trees all round, beautifying
that park: mango, Baka (Sesbana grandifiora), Advattha (the holy fig
tree), Picumanda (Azadirachta indica), Kadamba, banyan and tama-
rind.

93-96.  After going there, O highly intelligent one, the devotee
should perform Punyaharite (purificatory rite) at the outset. The Vastupitha
(pedestal of the holy site) for the sake of worship should be made at
the root of Dhitri. A square-shaped altar should be made. It shall be
splendid and a Hasta long as a seat of deity. There shall be an Upavedika
(smaller altar) in front of the Altar: O highly intelligent one, the place
should be beautified by means of minerals.

To the west of the Altar, he should make the pavilion for the Kunda

1. The siory of Dharmadatta is given in details in Ch. 24.
2. Vanabhojana is really a picnic in a park but in vv 90-117, we find its trans-

formation into a religious rite.
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(holy pit). It must have three Mekhalas (girdles, circular rings) and a
vaginic-shaped frontal inlet. O gentle one, it should extend to one Hasta.

97. Afterwards he should take his bath, perform Japa and worship
of the Lord. Thereafter, he should gather fire and perform Homa in
accordance with the injunctions.

908-101. The Homa should be with milk-pudding, ghee, jaggery,
pulse-soup and Palasa twigs. Caru should be carefully prepared for the
sake of the Planets and the deities of the house-rite. Then Raksa-Homa
(Homa for the sake of protection) should be begun repeating the syn-
onyms of Dhatrif viz. Dhatri, Santi, Kanti, Maya, Prakrti, Visnupatnf,
Mahalaksmi, Rama, Ma, Kamala, Indira, Lokamata, Kalyani, Kamala,
Savitri, Jagaddhatri, Gayatri, Sudhrti, Antajiia, Vi§varupa, Sukrpa and
Abdhisarhbhava.

The Homa should be performed along with the principal deity.

102. Repeating the Mantra beginning with Samsrsta (Taittiriya
Brahmana) as well as Rsabham ma (Rg Veda X. 166.1) the devotee
should make the offerings of Apipa (sweet pie) mixed with jaggery and
cooked pulse.

103.  After performing one hundred and eight Homas with milk-
pudding while repeating the Miila Mantra, he should perform the Homas
for the presiding Devas of the Planets etc. respectively.

104-109. In the Homa for Dhatri, O highly intelligent one, and in
Raksd-Homa, milk-pudding should be offered. Then the Homa for Svistakrt
(Fire-god of that name) should be performed. Then oblations should be
made. The Raksa-Homa and worship should be performed for Indra and
other Guardians of the Quarters carefully and scrupulously.

Afterwards oblation should be offered to Dhatrt tree along with the
altar everywhere with cooked pulse mixed with jaggery. Then he should
pray thus: “Obeisance to you, O goddess Dhatri. Accept the excellent
oblation with a mixture of jaggery and cooked puise. O deity, the bestower
of all auspiciousness, give me highly intelligent sons. Grant me aus-
picious renown, intelligence, prescience, presence of mind, good luck
and devotion to Visnu. Make me free from diseases forever and rid of
all sins perpetually. O goddess, make me refulgent and rich.” After
praying, he should circumambulate and place the oblations.

110-111.  Those who circumambulate at the time of offering oblations
attain SdJokya (residence in the same world) with Visnu along with the
Manes. Then he should perform the Parpidhuti (offering with ladleful
of ghee) and conclude the remaining part of the Homa.

112. Those who see with their own eyes the smiling Lord of Rama
stationed at the root of Dhétri tree attain Sayujya with Visnu.
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113-116.  Thereafter the rite of Vaisvadeva should be performed
and the sylvan deities should be worshipped. Then, O son of Brahma,
perfumes and raw rice grains should be offered to Brihmanas. He should
feed the Brahmanas then. Thereafter, he should take his own food along
with kinsmen. Afterwards he should take old people and children to
their respective houses. At night, he should maintain perfect celibacy
and sleep on bare ground.

The excellent rite of Vanabhojana should be cclebrated by the learned
man himself or in the company of other people in the village for rid-
ding himself of all sins. After celebrating all these rites, he should
dedicate everything to Krsna.

117. In the rite of Vanabhojana the benefit is the same as that
of a thousand horse sacrifices or a hundred Rijasiyas.

118. Hence, O highly fortunate one, Dhatri is sacred. It is de-
structive of sins. Dhitri (i.e. tree) 1s the Dhiitri (supporter and sustainer)
of men. It acts like a Dhitr1 (nurse).

119.  If water (i.e. juice of Dhatri) is drunk, 1t bestows longevity.
If people take bath using Dhatri they can secure more religious merit.
It is destructive of Alaksmi (lll-luck). Merely by taking the bath, one
shall attain salvation. By taking regular bath using Dhatri men will
never meet with obstacles.

120. Hence, O Nirada, O great Brahmana, try to take regular
bath using Dhatri. You will go to the abode ot Hari atter attaining
Devahood.

121.  Wherever one takes bath using Dhatri (water), whether 1t is
in a Tirtha or in a house, Hari is present there.

122. O Brahmana sage, O excellent ascetic, if the bones in the
body of a man are washed with the use of DhitrT while bathing, he will
never stay in any womb.

123. If, O great Brahmana, the hair of anyone is washed with
Dhitri juice, he goes to Kesava after getting rid of the dirt of Kal.

124.  The fruit of Dhatri is highly meritorious. The bath is stated
as still more meritorious. O dear one, O excellent sage, if it is eaten,
it is more meritorious than other meritorious things.

125.  Even one single fruit of Dhitri on the day of Miidhava (i.e.
the eleventh lunar day) is more meritorious than Ganga, Gaya, Kasi,
Veni and Puskara.

126.  Bath with the use of Dhatri, the name of Hari, Ekadasi (eleventh
lunar day¥ and Sraddha at Gaya, O dear son, all these are on a par and
the sages know it.
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127.  One who touches Dhitri everyday, gets rid of all his sins of

mind, body and speech.

128. O excellent sage, one should never take bath with Dhatri
fruit on new-moon days or seventh and ninth days or on Sundays or on
the days of the transit of the Sun from one Zodiac to another.

129.  Ghosts, evil spirit known as Kiismanda or Raksasas do not
enter that house where, O excellent sage, Dhatri grows.

130. He who does not wear round his neck a garland made of
Dhatri fruits, should not be considered a Vaisnava or one who is en-
gaged in devotional duties towards Visnu.

I31. Neither a garland of Tulast nor of Dhatri in particular nor
that of lotus seeds should be abandoned by those who desire virtue,
wealth or love.

132. One can stay in Vaikuntha as many thousands of Yugas as
the number of days on which the man wears Dhatri garland in the Kali
age.

133.  Dhatrt is full of all Devas. It is a favourite of Vasudeva. It
should be planted, resorted to and worshipped always by men.

134. Thus the excellent greatness of Dhatri has been entirely
recounted to you. It yields the fruits of all the four great aims of life.
It should be always listened to by devotees.

135. If a person resorts to the shade of Dhitrt in the month of
Karttika and takes food, the sin arising from contact with food for one
full year perishes in his case.

CHAPTER THIRTEEN
Previous Lifte of Satyabhama

Sita said:

.  When the excellent Celestial Sage took leave of the husband
of Sri and went away, Satyi (i.e. Satyabhdma) spoke to Visudeva with
her face full-blown due to delight.

Satyabhidmi said:

2-3. | am blessed. | am contented. My life has become fruitful.

| have (surely) done something good formerly by way of charitable
gifts, holy rites or austerities, whereby, O Lord, 1 have become your
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wife, though born of mortals. In the previous birth, what had been my
conduct? Who was 1?7 Whose daughter? (How) did 1 become your be-
loved? Recount everything to me.’

Srikrsna replied:

4-6. O beloved, listen with concentration how you observed meritori-
ous holy rites in your previous birth. [ shall narrate everything to you.

There was an excellent Brahmana named Devasarmi in Miyapuri?
towards the end of Krtayuga. He belonged to the Atreya Gotra. He was
master of Vedas and Vedangas. When he had become pretty old, he
begot a daughter named Gunavati.

7.  He had no son. He gave his daughter (in marriage) to his disciple
named Candra. He considered him his son and the disciple of perfect
self-control (honoured him) like his own father.

8. Once those two went to a forest in order to bring Kusa grass,
sacrificial twigs and fuel. They were killed by a Riksasa as hideous
in form as the god of Death.

9-11.  Both of them went to the world of Visnu due to the power
of their respective merits.

On hearing that both of them had been killed by a Raksasa. Gunavati
became extremely distressed, having been separated tfrom her husband
as well as her father. She lamented in a pitiable manner. She quickly
sold all the furniture, utensils etc. and performed according to her capacity
their obsequies and other holy rites for (their) happiness in the other
world. Living like a dead person, she continued to stay in the same
city.

. Rebirth, curses, boons etc. have been favourite motifs with ancient Indian
story-tellers. For example, Jitaka Tales in Pali connect some incident in the pre-
vious birth of the Buddha or rather the Bodhisattva (Aftita- Vatthu) with a similar
incident in his present birth and the identification of the persons in the previous
birth with those 1n the present birth of Buddha (Paccupanna Vatthu and Veyydkarana).
explainmng or justifying the present happening, has been a special characteristic of
those tales. Thus in Makhddeva Jataka (1.1-9) King Makhddeva of the previous birth
was the Buddha, the barber Bhikku Ananda and Makhideva’s prince was Rihula,
the son of Buddha. Jain Tales (both canonical and non-canonical) use the device
of Jai-Sarana (recollection of the previous birth) for the same. These ancient story-
writers insisted on establishing the principle of justice in Karma-vida.

Brahmanical Purina-writers followed the same norm and sometimes nvented
stories of previous birth to establish the law of Karma. In this story ‘re-birth’ is
used as the motif in the lifc of the Jiva which came (o he called Satyabhdmid and
became the spouse of Krsna. More authentic Purinic accounts of Krsna as in Mbh

or BhP domot necessarily support these late Purlinic stories.
2. Region including modern Haridwar, Miyapurl and Kanakhala (De 129),
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12. Two Vratas were perfectly observed by her throughout her
life till death, viz. the Vrata of Ekddasi and the holy rite of Karttika.

13-14.  Thus Gunavati performed the Vratas every year. Once that
slender-bodied one became afflicted with fever. She was in great physical
pain. O my beloved, with great difficulty she went slowly to Ganga for
taking her bath. When she entered the water, she became distressed
with chillness. She shivered.

15-16a. By that time the lady in distress saw an aerial chariot that
had come from the sky. She got into that aerial chariot and wenf to
the world of Vaikuntha. Thanks to the merit of Karttikavrata, she came

to my presence.
16b-17. When I came to the earth at the request of the Devas

headed by Brahma, all those groups (of Devas) also came along with
me. O beautiful lady, all these Yadavas are my own attendants.

18.  Your father Devasarma now has the name Satrajit. He who
had been called by the name Candra is Akriira now and you are that
splendid Gunavati.'

19-23. You gave me great delight, thanks to the merit of the
Karttikavrata.

Formerly a grove of Tulast plants was made by you in froni of my
doorway. Hence, O splendid lady, the Kalpa tree (1.e. Parijata) has
come to your courtyard. Since formerly you performed the Karttika
Vrata throughout your life till death, you will never be separated from

me.

Satyad asked:

How did the month ot Kiirttika come to be the most excellent of all
the months? O Lord of chiefs of Devas, why is it your favourite? Let

the reason thereof be mentioned.

Srikrspa said:

O my beloved, you have asked an excellent question. Listen to me
with great concentration.

I recount the dialogue between Prthu, the son of Vena, and Narada,
the great sage. Nirada was formerly asked in the same way by Prthu
and he spoke thus:

1. As noted above, rehirth is used as a motif in this tale which establishes the
law of Karma. This story was not traccablie in Mbh and BhP. But PdP repeats not
only the episode but many verses from this text.
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Narada said:

24.  Formerly there was an Asura named Sankha. He was the son
of Sigara (Ocean). He usurped the powers of Indra and other Guardians
of the Quarters.

25.  The Devas and others hid themselves in the forts of the caves
of the Golden Mountain (Meru). They watched (the activities of the
Asura). Then the Daitya thought thus:

26.  ‘Although the Devas have been vanquished by me and they
have been divested of their powers, they appear to be strong. What
should I do in this matter?

27. 1know it now. The Devas have the power due to the Vedic
Mantras. I shall take them away. Thereupon all of them will become
powerless.’

28.  The Daitya thought thus and. on seeing Visnu asleep, he took
away the Vedas trom the primordial self-born Lord Brahmai from Satyaloka.

29.  While they were being carried away by him, the Vedas, out
of fear of him, escaped and entered the waters along with the seeds
of the Yajiiamantras.

30. In search of them, Sankha too entered the ocean. Wandering
here and there the Daitya did not find them together anywhere. Then
Visnu, eulogized and awakened by the Devas, spoke to them:

Visnu said:

31-32. O groups of Suras, I am the bestower of boons. On the
eleventh day in the bright half of the month of Kirttika, I have been
awakened by you all through the auspicious sounds of musical instru-
ments and songs.' Hence this Tithi glLunar day) should be honoured
much.

"It s exceedingly delightful to me.
33.  All the Vedas carried away by Sankha now lie submerged in

the waters. O Devas, I shall bring them all after killing the son of the

Ocean.
34. From this day onwards forever, let the Vedas along with the

mystic seeds of Mantras take rest in the waters in the month of Karitika

every year.
35. During this period (Karttika), those excellent men who take

the holy bath in the morning, will all be as though they have taken the

1. Hence this day is called Prabodhini Ekddasi.
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Avabhrtha bath (valedictory bath after a sacrifice). There is no doubt

about it.
36. From today onwards I shall be in the middle of the waters.

All of you along with the leading sages may also come along with me.
37. O Indra, protection should always be accorded to those who

observe Karttikavrata, by you.

After saying this, Lord Visnu assumed the form of a Saphari fish and
plunged into the water from the sky even as Brahma staying on Vindhya

was watching.
38.  After killing Asura Sankha Visnu went to the forest of Badari.

There the Lord called together all the sages and commanded thus:

Visnu said:

39. O you all, do search for the Vedas scattered within the wa-
ters. Bring them quickly from the midst of the waters of the sea. Till
then I shall remain at Pravaga accompanied by the groups of Devas.

Narada said:

40-42. Thereafter those Vedas along with their Bijas (seeds) and
the Yajias were redeemed by all those sages endowed with the power
of penance. O king, the number of Mantras for each (sage) was as much
as he redeemed or found. Since then he came to be regarded as the sage
(seer) of those Mantras. Then all the sages joined together and went
to Prayaga.

43. They submitted all the Vedas they recovered to Visnu ac-
companied by Brahma. After regaining the entire set of Vedas Brahma

became delighted.
44. Accompanied by the groups of Celestial Sages, he performed

a horse-sacrifice. At the end of the Yajiia all the Devas submitted their
requests immediately.

The Devas said:

45. O Lord of Devas, O Lord of the universe, listen to our prayer
and submission. This is the period of delight for us. Hence be the

bestower of boons.
46. With your favour, O Lord of Ramé, Brahma regained the lost

Vedas in this place. We too got back our shares in the Yajiias.
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47.  With your favour let this spot be the bestower of worldly
pleasures and salvation and one that increases merits. Let 1t be the
most excellent place for us on the earth.

48.  Let this time be highly meritorious. Let 1t be the sanctifier
of even the murderer of a Brahmana. It should cause the increase of
everything given. Let it have everlasting benefit. Grant this boon to us.

Visnu said:

49. O Devas, this (place) has been chosen by me. What you all
requested has been accepted by me. Let this spot be easily accessible.
Let it be famous by the name Brahmaksetra.

50. A king born of the solar race (viz. Bhagiratha) will bring
Ganga here. It will be joined by Kilindi, the daughter of the Sun-god,
here.

51.  All of you including Brahma should stay with me. This Tirtha
shall become well known as Tirtharija.

52-53. By mere sight of Tittharaja all the sins perish. It destroys
the sins of those who take bath there when the Sun is in the Zodiac
Capricorn. Let this period be the bestower of great merit unto men
always. In the month of Magha, when the Sun is in Capricorn, 1t shall
grant the type of liberation called Sdlokya.

Narada said:

54.  After saying this to Devas, the Lord of Devas vanished there
itselt along with Brahma. All the Devas remained there partially. Indra

and others then vanished.
55. He who worships Lord Hari at the root of Tulast in Kérttika

enjoys all pleasures here and goes !0 the city of Visnu in the end.

CHAPTER FOURTEEN

The Birth of Jalandhara

Prthu said:

{-3. O Briahmna, the Vrata of Kirttika has been recounted in
detail by you. But therein the worship of Visnu at the root of Tulasi
has also been enjoined by you. |, therefore, wish to ask you about the
greatness 6f Tulasi. How is it that it became a great favourite of the
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Sarnga-bearing Lord of Devas? How did it originate? O Narada, at
what place did it originate? Describe this succinctly. You are respected
as an omniscient person by me.

Nirada said:

4. O king, listen attentively to the greatness of Tulasi. I shall
describe everything along with its legendary story that happened for-
merly.

5. Formerly Sakra went to the Kaildsa mountain to pay a visit
to Siva. He was surrounded by all the Devas and accompanied by groups
of celestial damsels.

6.  When he reached the abode of Siva, he saw a person of terrible
activities there. He was highly terrifying on account of his curved

teeth and hideous face.
7. He was asked by him (Indra) : “Who are you? Where has the

Lord of the universe gone?” Though asked thus frequently, O king, he
did not reply.

8-9. Then the infuriated Lord with the thunderbolt in his hand
rebuked him and spoke these words : “Oh! Though you are being asked
by me, you have not replied. Hence 1 shall kill you with my thunder-
bolt. O vicious-minded one, who is there to save you?" After saying
this, the Thunderbolt-bearing Lord smote him with force with his thun-

derbolt.
10.  Thereby his throat became blue and the thunderbolt was reduced

to ash. Then Rudra blazed with his refulgence as if he would burn
(everything).

1. On seeing it Brhaspati immediately joined his palms in rev-
erence. He made Indra prostrate flat on the ground and began to eu-

logize.

Brhaspati said.

12. Obeisance to the overlord of Devas. to the Three-eyed Lord
with matted hair. Obeisance to the slayer of Tripuras, to Sarva, to the
destroyer of Andhaka.

13. Bow to the lord with a hideous form, to the lord who is beyond
all forms, to Samhbhu of many forms. Obeisance to the lord who caused
destruction to (Daksa’s) Yajiia, to the lord who grants the benefit of

Yajfias.
14. Obeisance to the destroyer of Kila (Death), to Kila (Time),
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to the lord holding black serpents. Salute to the destroyer of Brahma's
‘head. Obeisance, obeisance to the Brahmana.

Ndrada said:

15.  On being eulogized thus by Brhaspati, Samhbhu said to him
after withdrawing the flame of fire issuing from the eye—the fire that
was capable of burning the three worlds :

16. “O Brahmana, choose a boon. I am pleased with this eulogy
of yours. Since you granted life unto Indra, attain the reputation as
Jiva.”

Brhaspati said:

17.  If you are pleased, O Lord, you do protect Indra who seeks
refuge in you. Let this fire issuing from the eye in the forehead subside.

I$vara said:

18. How can the fire re-enter the eye in the forehead? | shall cast
this off very far, so that it will not trouble Indra.

Narada said:

19.  After saying thus he took hold of it in his hand and threw it
into the briny sea. It fell where the river Sindhu met the ocean.

20. By that time it assumed the form of a child and began to cry.
Due to the noise of his cries the entire earth shook frequently.

21.  All the worlds beginning with Svarga (heaven) and ending
with Satyaloka became deafened due to that noise. On hearing it Brahma
went there wondering what it was.

22-23.  He saw the boy in the lap of the Ocean. On seeing Brahma
caming, the Ocean joined his palms in reverence, bowed down his head

and placed the boy on his lap :
“O Brahma, my son was born in the place where the river Sindhu

joins the ocean. O Sire of the universe, perform the post-natal conse-
cratory rites for him.”

Narada said:

24-25. ~While the Ocean said so, the boy, the son of the Ocean,
caught hold of the beard of Brahmi and shook it frequently. As the
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beard was pulled thus, water flowed from his (Brahma’s) eyes. Some-
how Brahma extricated his beard and spoke to the Ocean :

Brahma said :

26. Since the water flowing from my eyes was held by him, he
will become famous by the name Jalandhara.'

27-28. For this very reason, when he becomes a youth, he will
become a master of all missiles and weapons. He will be invincible
to all living beings, except Rudra. He will attain his end at the place

where he was born.

Nirada said:

29.  On saying this, he called Sukra and made him crown him as
king in the realm. After taking leave of the Ocean, Brahma vanished.
30. The Ocean had his eyes beaming like full-blown lotus at his
sight. He requested Kalanemi for the hand of Vrnda, his daughter, to

be the wife unto his son.
31. Then the Asuras, the chief of whom was Kalanemi, became

delighted. They gave his (Kidlanemi’s) daughter to him (Jalandhara).
After securing her as an excellent friend (and wife), the powerful demon
ruled over the realm with the assistance (and advice) of Sukra.

CHAPTER FIFTEEN
The Victories of Jalandhara

Narada said:

1. Daityas who had been formerly defeated by Devas and who
had been staying in the nether worlds came without any fear whatso-
ever to the earth and resorted to him.

2. Once, on seeing Rahu with his head cut, that king of Daityas
asked Sukra about the cause of his head being cut off.

3. He told him the detailed story of the churning of the Ocean,
the fact that all jewels were taken away by Devas and the defeat of

the Daityas etc.

{. Popular etymology of the name Jalandhara.
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4. On hearing about the churning of his father (i.e. Ocean), he
became furious with eyes turned red. He sent Ghasmara as his mes-
senger to the presence of Sakra.

5.  The messenger went to heaven and entered the excellent (Assembly
of Indra called) Sudharma. With his head raised up (with self-respect)
the messenger spoke to Devendra the following wonderful words.

Ghasmara said:

6. Jalandhara, the son of the Ocean, is the lord of all the Daitya-
folks. 1 am sent by him as his messenger. Hear what he says :

7. “Why was my father, the Ocean, churned by you with a mountain?
All the jewels had been carried away (by you). Return all those things
to me immediately.”

8. On hearing these words of the messenger the Lord of Devas
became surprised. Moved by fear as well as anger, he spoke to the
terrible Ghasmara :

Indra said:

9-10. Listen, O messenger, why the Ocean was churned by me
formerly. The Mountains who were afraid of me were kept by him
within his bowels. Other enemies too of mine, Daityas, were accorded
shelter by him formerly. Hence, what came out of him has been taken
away by me.

11.  Sankha too, a son of the Ocean, became inimical to Devas
formerly. He was killed by my younger brother (Visnu) and he entered

the bowels of the Ocean for good.
12a. Therefore. go and tell him everything about the cause of the

churning (of the Ocean).

Nirada said:

I12b.  Thus the messenger who was sent back by Indra went to the

earth.
13. Then he told the Daitya all these words. On hearing them the

Daitya became furious. His lips throbbed due to anger.
14. Accompanied by the army of Daityas, he went to heaven in
order to fight. Then in that war the destruction of Devas and Danavas

was excessive.
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15. Bhargava (i.e. Sukra) resuscitated all those Daityas who died
in the war there by means of his Vidya (secret formula) named Mrtajivani
(‘enlivener of the dead’) and with water drops charged with Mantras.

16.  Angiras (i.e. Brhaspati) acquired divine medicinal herbs from
the Drona mountain' frequently and resuscitated the Devas who were
killed in the war.

17. On seeing that the (resuscitated) Devas were coming up again
in the battle, Jalandhara became furious and he spoke these words to
Bhargava:

Jalandhara said:

18. How is it that the Devas killed by me in the battle rise up
again? It is well-known that your Vidya named Saiijivini is not known
to others.

Sukra said:

19.  Angiras brings divine herbs from the Drona mountain and
resuscitates the Suras. Hence you remove the Drona mountain quickly.

Narada said:

20. On being told thus, the Lord of Daityas carried the Drona
mountain and cast it into the ocean. Then he returned to the battlefield
quickly.

21. Onseeing the Devas being killed, Guru (i.e. Brhaspati) went
to the Drona mountain but the preceptor who was honoured by the Suras
could not find the important mountain there.

22. On coming to know that the Drona mountain had been taken
away by the Daitya, Dhisana (Brhaspati) became frightened. He came
to the battleground and spoke from a distance with all his body gasping
for breath:

23. “Run away from the battle, O Devas. This (Daitya) cannot
be vanquished because he is born of a part of Rudra. Remember the act
of Sakra (such as striking the Bhima Purusa with Vajra).”

24.  On hearing his words the Devas became alarmed. On heing
killed and hit by the Daitya they ran to all the ten directions.

1. Drona: 1dentified with Mt. Doonagiri in Kumaun (De 58, 110). Local tradition
in Satara District (Maharashtra) believes that the Jaranda hill in that District is a
part of Dronagin.
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25.  On seeing that the Devas had been routed by the Daityas, the
son of the Ocean entered Amardvati to the accompaniment of the victorious
sounds of conchs and Bheri drums.

26. When the Daitya entered the city, the Devas with Sakra as
their leader went to the cave of the Meru mountain and stayed there.
They were excessively harassed by the Daityas.

27.  Then the Asura employed Surhbha and other excellent Daityas
severally in all the offices of Indra and others. Then he himself went
to the cave of the Meru mountain.

CHAPTER SIXTEEN

Niarada Visits Jalandhara

Nairada said:

1.  Onseeing the Daitya coming once again, all the Devas includ-
ing Indra trembled with fear and they began to eulogize Visnu:

2. “Obeisance to you who always are prepared to carry out the
tasks of your devotees through (assuming) various forms such as that
of the Fish, Tortoise and others; to the dispeller of agony, to the lord,
the cause of creation, sustenance and annihilation of Brahmi and oth-
ers, to the lord holding iron club, conch, lotus and discus in the hands.

3-4. Repeatedly we bow to the lover of Rama, to the slayer of
Asuras, to the lord whose vehicle is (Garuda) the enemy of serpents,
to the yellow-robed lord, to the lord who gives the fruits of yajiias and
other holy rites, to the bestower (or to the lord who is the cause of all
the created beings), to the lord who is worthy of being sought refuge
in. We bow down to him again and again. Like the thunderbolt which
destroys mountains, the Lord dispels the (mountains of) miseries of the
immortal ones tortured by the Daityas. Obeisance to you, to Visnu, to
the Lord who lies on the couch of the Lord of Serpents. We repeatedly
salute the Lord whose two eyes are the Sun and the Moon.”

Nairada said:

5. One who reads or recites this prayer named Sarhkastanisa
(‘Destroyer of distress’) is never afflicted with distresses and troubles

due to themercy of Hari.
6. By the time the Devas concluded the prayer to the Enemy of
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the Danavas, the calamity of the Suras had come to be known to Visnu.

7. The Enemy of the Daityas got up suddenly with great fury. He
was distressed in his mind. Mounting Garuda hurriedly he spoke to
Laksmi:

Sri Bhagavan said:

8. Great havoc has been played with the Devas by your brother
Jalandhara. Called by them, I shall go hurriedly for fighting (with him).

Sri said:

9. O Lord, if due to my perpetual devotion to you I am your
beloved, O storehouse of mercy, how can my brother be worthy of
being killed (by you) in battle?

Sri Bhagavan said:

10. As heis born of a part of Rudra, because of the word (con-
ferring boon) of Brahma and because of my love to you Jalandhara is
not worthy of being killed by me.

Ndrada said:

11.  After saying this, Visnu bearing the conch, the discus, the
iron club and the sword got on to Garuda and rushed to the place where
the Devas stood praying to him. He went there in order to fight (with
the Demon).

12.  Afflicted with the dreadful gusts of wind from the wings of
Garuda, the Daityas whirled about like clouds in the sky shattered and
scattered by violent storms.

13. On seeing the Daityas afflicted with the violent gust of wind,
Jalandhara rolled his eyes in fury and then rushed at Visnu.

14. Then a fierce fight ensued between Visnu and the king of
Daityas. With their arrows they filled up the entire sky leaving no
space void.

15. With volleys of arrows Visnu cut off the top of the flagstaff,
the umbrella, the bow and the horses of the Daitya. With an arrow he
hit him in his chest.

16. Then seizing an iron club with his hand, the Daitya leaped
up hurriedly. He hit Garuda on his head and made him fall on the

ground.



ILiv.16.17-29 135

17.  Laughingly Visnu split his iron club with his sword. Then the
Daitya hit Visnu on his chest with his (iron) firm fist.

18.  Then both of the two highly powerful ones had a hand-to-hand
fight (like wrestling and boxing). They made the earth reverberate the
sounds produced by their arms, fists and knees.

19.  Thus they fought for a long time. Then Visnu, the valorous
one, spoke to the king of Daityas in a voice as grave and majestic as
that of rumbling clouds:

Visnu said:

20. Choose a boon, O king of Daityas, | am pleased with your
valour. I shall give whatever you wish in your mind, even if it should

not be given.

Jalandhara said:

21. O Brother-in-law, if you are pleased, grant me this boon. Stay
in my house today along with my sister and your groups of attendants.

Nirada said:

22.  Saying, “So it shall be” the Lord went to the city of Jalandhara

along with Rama and all the groups of the Devas.
23.  After establishing the Danavas in the offices of the Devas,

the mighty-armed Jalandhara came once again to the earth.
24. Whatever there was with the Devas, Gandharvas and Siddhas
studded with gems was taken into his possession by the son of the

Ocean.
25.  After establishing NiSurhbha, the exceedingly powerful Daitya,

in the Pitala region, that strong demon brought Sesa and others to the

earth.
26. He made the Devas, Gandharvas, Siddhas and others, Ser-

pents, Raksasas and human beings citizens of his capital and ruled over

the three worlds.
27.  After making the Devas subject to his control, Jalandhara

protected his subjects righteously as though they were his bosom-born

children.
28. No one was sick, miserable, or lean. While he was ruling

over the kingdom virtuously no poor man was visible therein.
29.  When the leading Danava was ruling over the earth righ-

teously thus, I wished to see him. I went there to sec his glory as well
as to serve. the Lover of Sri.
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CHAPTER SEVENTEEN

Dialogue between Nirada and Jalandhara'

Ndarada said:

1. He duly and devoutly worshipped me, O king, and laughingly
spoke these loving words to me :

2. O Brahmana, where are you coming from? Has anything been
seen by you, O Lord, for which you have come over here? Command
me (to comply), O sage.”

Ndrada said:

3-4. O leader of Daityas, I went to the peak of Kaildsa casually.
There I saw Sankara seated with Uma in the great forest of Kalpa-
trees, which extends to ten thousand Yojanas, which is illuminated
excellently with Cintamani jewels and is full of hundreds of Kamadhenus
(divine cows).

5. On seeing that great wonderful thing I was surprised. 1 thought
that such a prosperity and glory may or may not be present (anywhere
else) in all the three worlds.

6. At that time, O king of Daityas, your glory too was remem-
bered by me. I wish to survey the same. Therefore, | have come here
to you.

7. Well I have seen your glory that is certainly devoid of jewels
among women. I conclude that in the three worlds there is no one more
prosperous than Siva.

8. Although the celestial damsels, Naga maidens and others are
within your control, certainly they are not like Parvati in beauty.

9. The Four-faced Lord himself got drowned in the ocean of her
beauty and lost his courage once. Who can be compared with her?

10. . The enemy of Madana is devoid of sensuous attachment. Still
he was whirled formerly in the forest of beauty by her sportingly, in

the form of a Saphari? fish(?) [a Sabari lass?]
11. Atthe time of creation, Brahma frequently looked at her form

1. This chapter reveals the mischievous genius of Narada, the partisan of Devas.

He created enmity between Jalandhara and Siva by misguiding him to bring the
jewel-like consort (Parvati) of Siva.
. .2, Probably misprint (for Sabarl).
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and then created the celestial damsels. But among them there was
none on a par with Parvati.

2. Hence the prosperity and glory (of Siva) who enjoys the jewel
among women is the most excellent one. Your glory is not like that,
O king of Daityas, though you are the possessor of all jewels.

13.  After saying this, | took leave of him and went away. The
king of Daityas became afflicted with the fever of love on hearing
about her (Parvati’s) beauty.

14. Then, deluded by Visnu’s Mayai, he sent the son of Simmhika
(Rahu) as his messenger to the Three-eyed Lord too.

15. Riahu went to Kailasa that has the refulgence of the moon in
the bright fortnight but, with the blackness arising from his own body,
he made it (appear as though) it had the lustre of the moon in the dark
fortnight.

16. On I$a having been informed by Nandin, Riahu entered. When
he was urged by a gesture of the eyebrows of Siva, he spoke these
words :

Rahu said:

17. O Bull-emblemed One, listen to the command of my lord who
1s worthy of being served by Devas and Serpents, who is the overlord
of all the three worlds and ts the possessor of all jewels.

18. *“How can you have such a splendid wife as the daughter of
Himavan, you who are a resident of cremation ground forever, who
always bear the burden of bones and who are always naked?

19. I am the overlord of all Ratnas (jewels). She can be desig-
nated as a jewel among women. Hence she fits me and not you who

beg for your own food.”

Narada said:

20. While Rihu was saying this, a terrible person issued forth
from the middle of the eyebrows of the Trident-bearing Lord.' His
voice resembled the sound of the powerful thunderbolt.

21. He had a leonine face with a rolling tongue and blazing eyes.
He was huge with hair standing upright and the body dry and rough. He
was like another Nrsithha.

1. This js the story of the creation of Kirtimukha, the demon_-like figure wI!ich
is found at.the entrance of Siva temples. He is generally worshipped before Siva,
the reason of which is explained in v 30.
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22.  On seeing that person rushing at him in order to devour him,
Rahu became excessively frightened. He ran out quickly but the person
caught hold of him (Rahu).

23.  With words as resonant and majestic as thunder, O mighty
one, Rahu said : “O lord of Devas, protect me. I have sought refuge
in you.

24. (This fellow) has come here, O Mahideva, to devour me, a
Brahmana.” On hearing the words of that Brahmana, Mahadeva spoke
then:

25. “He does not deserve to be killed because he is (only) a
messenger and hence he is dependent. Let him go.” On hearing this,
that person set Rihu free in the open sky.

26a.  After leaving off Rahu, the person requested Rudra :

The person said:

26b-27a. Hunger afflicts me much. ] am emaciated due to hunger
utterly. O Lord, O Lord of Devas, what shall I eat? Command me.

ISvara said:

27b.  Eat the flesh of your own hands and feet. Be quick.

Nérqda said:

28. On being commanded thus by Siva, the person devoured the
flesh of his own hands and feet till he was left with his head alone.
29.  On seeing him left with his head alone, Siva became highly
delighted. Himself struck with wonder, he spoke to that person of terrible

activities.

ISvara said;

30. You are named Kirtimukha. Be always present at my door-
way. Those who do not worship you, are not liked by me.

Narada said:

31. Ever since then Kirtimukha is stationed at the doorway (of
the temple) of the Lord. Those who do not worship (him) here at the
outset, will find their worship futile.

32. Since Rahu was set free by him at that desolate spot (Bar-
bard) he became known on the earth as Barbarodbhita.
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33.  Rahu cortsidered himself as if born again. He approached (the
king of Daityas) and reported everything that happened to Jalandhara.

CHAPTER EIGHTEEN
Rudra’s Army Defeated

Nadrada said:

1.  On hearing it, the whole body of Jalandhara became agitated
with anger. Surrounded by a crore of Daityas. he quickly marched out
(of his abode).

2.  As he was going, Sukra and Rihu came within the range of his
vision in front.! His crown fell on the ground as he faltered in his steps

due to the speed.
3. The sky was completely covered with hundreds of his aerial
chariots filled with the army of Daityas. It shone as though covered

with clouds during the rainy season.
4. On seeing his army, Devas with Sakra as their leader went to

the Trident-bearing Lord without being noticed by anyone and informed
him entreatingly.

The Devas said:

5. How is it that you are not aware of this calamity of the Devas,
O Lord? Therefore, kill the son of the Ocean for the sake of protecting
us.

Nirada said:

6. On hearing these words of the Devas, the Bull-emblemed Lord
laughed. He called Mahivisnu and spoke these words:

I€vara said:

7. O Visnu, how is it that Jalandhara was not killed by you in
battle? Further you have gone over to his house after leaving off your

own Vaikuntha?

1. VV 2-3 indicate the ill omens predicting Jalandhara's defeat.
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Visnu said:

8. He is not killed in battle by me because he is born of a part
of yours and because he is the brother of $ri. You do kill this Danava.

ISvara said:

9. He s exceedingly refulgent. He cannot be killed by me through
these (ordinary) weapons and missiles. Let a part of their splendour be
given by the Devas for making my weapon. Let a part of your splendour
too be given to me.

Ndrada said:

10.  Then the Devas including Visnu gave their respective refulgences.
On seeing them united together, I$a released his own refulgence too.

11.  With that (combined) splendour, Mahadeva created an excel-
lent weapon, a discus named Sudar§ana' which was extremely terrible
with its clusters of flames.

12.  With the remaining (splendour), Hari (?Hara) made the thun-
derbolt. By that time Jalandhara was seen on the grounds at the foot

of Kaildsa.
13. He was surrounded by crores of elephants, horses, chariots

and foot-soldiers. On seeing him, all the Devas slipped away unob-
served in the manner they had come.

14. The Ganas (attendants of Siva) got ready for the battle in a
hurry. All of them with Nandin, Gajanana and Karttikeya as leaders

made preparations for the battle at the behest of Siva.
15. Proud of their ability to fight, the Ganas descended from Kailasa.

Then a fight ensued on the lower slopes of Kailasa between the chief-

tains of Pramathas and Daityas.

16-18a. The battle was tumultuous with (the sound) of terrible
weapons and missiles. The whole of the earth reverberated with the
sounds of Bhert and Mrdanga drums, multitudes of conchs, shrill and
joyous shouts of heroes and the sounds produced by elephants, horses
and chariots. The whole earth shook. The sky filled with javelins, iron
clubs, arrows, pestles, spears, lances having sharp edge